


Pope: There's time 
to end Iraq crisis peacefully 

VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope John Paul said un s un 
W there was sail time to revive the crisis over U N 
^cafions mSj^Uorw inlraq without violence. “1 Him- 
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icve it r ; poss.ble for the differing side, t Q under- 
^dxach other and to reaffirm the prices which 
--My regulate international cohabitation ” the 
^id after his regular Sunday Angelus speech ‘i 
Urn titose responsible for the livelihood' of 
\ fall back on the instruments of diplomacy and 
^jcto avoid any sort of armed conflict,” he told 
pgmns and tourists m St. Peter’s Square. "The cur- 
tent situation in Iraq and in the entire Middle Hast 
region teaches us that armed conflict does not resolve 
problems but creates deeper 
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Palestinian human 
chain blocks settler land grab 

HU SAN (AFP) — More than 200 Palestinian vil- 
lagers formed a human chain Sunday to prevent 
Israelis from a nearby settlement from bulldozing a 
road across their fields, witnesses said. Residents of 
this village outside Bethlehem said settlers from the 
enclave of Betar brought two bulldozers to clear a 
road to a nearby 50 hectare parcel of land where they 
want to build a new Jewish settlement. The villagers, 
linked arms and stood in front of the bulldozers. Sev- 
eral scuffles broke out but an Israeli army patrol 
refrained from intervening and the settlers backed 
down, Palestinian witnesses said. Residents of Betar 
said they had stale permission to build on the disput- 
ed land and would ask the military to protect their 
work crews. 
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Iraqi FM to tour 
Arab countries 

AMMAN (AFP) — Iraqi 
foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Said A1 Sahhaf is to visit 
Syria on Monday on the first 
jeg of a tour of Arab coun- 
tries which will also take him 
to Egypt and Jordan, Arab 
diplomatic sources here said 
Sunday. Mr- Sahhaf is to 
explain Iraq's stand in the 
crisis with the United 
Nations over arms inspec- 
tions. the sources said. He 
plans to travel to Damascus 
by road from Baghdad, the 
sources said. 

Mandela slams 
US. over Iraq 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— The U.S. should stop 
regarding itself as the world's 
policeman. President Nelson 
Mandela said Sunday in a 
h jjfoermg condemnation of 
Washington's policy on Iraq. 
Reporting on a television 
interview to be broadcast 
later Sunday on public 
SABC television, SAJ3C 
radio said President Mandela 
criticised die U.S. for inter- 
fering in matters of regional 
conflict The South African 
leader said in the interview it 
was wrong to have so many 
D.S. representatives in the 
United Nation’s team search- 
ing for weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq. 

Israel! army destroys 
Palestinian bufldings 
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lie to Rw&'ik 
ishiiuton v- KHAN YUNIS (AFP) — 
pon7 '-RonnK -33* Israeli army has 
cured !hn ifc-fig' '^dsroyed two structures 
Senurc tovenaf being, .butit by Palestinians 
ame ]ihe aipi' 1 neara Jewish settlement in the 
Gaza Strip, according to a 
military spokesman. The 
structures that had not 
received Israeli permits locat- 
ed just outside the Palestinian 
city of Khan Yunis were too 
dose to a military road and 
ihe adjacent settlement; the 
spokesman said late Saturday. 
Liaise® officials with the 
Palestinian police issued a 
complaint to the Israeli army 
protesting that they were not 
contacted prior to the destruc- 
tion of the buildingslocaied in 
an area where the forces joint- 
ly oversee security, Palestin- 
ian police officials said. 
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Arab-Israeli jailed 
for giving pictures 
to ‘enemy’ 

AKKO (AFP) — An Arab- 
lsraeli woman was given a 
reduced prison sentence here 
Sunday after confessing to 
giving information to “enemy 
agents," judicial sources said 
Nadia Fawdeh, a 45-year-old 
English teacher married to an 
Egyptian doctor, was sen- 
tenced to four months of pub- 
lic service and fined $2,800. A 
32-month prison sentence 
was suspended after the 
Israeli authorities dropped the 
more serious espionage 
charges. She was arrested in 
this northern Israel town in 
August and acknowledged 
having given photographs of 
“sensitive sites" in Israel eight 
years ago to a Palestinian in 
Egypt who turned them over 
to tire Iraqi secret service. 

Iran denies buying 
Chinese missiles 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
Defence Minister Ali 
S hamkhapi on Sunday denied 
U.S. charges that his country 
had signed a deal to buy 
cruise missiles from China. 
“We have not signed any such 
'Contract with China,” the 
admiral told a press confer- 
ence. “China has probably 
raised this subject to get 
advanced technology from 
the United States,” he 
charged, insisting that Iran did 
not need to buy such weapon- 
ry from abroad “We have the 
'inability to manufacture 
jat we need fa - our army,” 
oesaid. 


Russia proposes partial 
closure of investigation 

Saudi Arabia declares opposition to military 
. strike on Iraq in advance of Cohen ’ s visit 


Combined Agency 
Despatches 

RUSSIA ON Sunday 
launched u fresh diplomatic 
initiative in the Iraqi arms 
crisis, proposing a partial 
closure of the U.N. investiga- 
tion and calling on UN. 
chief Kofi Annan to go to 
Baghdad to mediate. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov said Rus- 
sia was “very keen” to see 
the U.N. secretary-general 
go to Baghdad to find a 
peaceful way out of the U.N. 
arms inspection crisis. 

He also proposed immedi- 
ately dosing the part of the 
UJM. disarmament investiga- 
tion concerning nuclear 
weapons to show Iraq some 
“light at the end of the tun- 
nel,” an incentive to co-oper- 
ate with the remaining por- 
tions. 

Mr. Primakov outlined the 
proposals in a Russian RTR 
television interview. 

An Arab diplomatic source 
in Baghdad had said Satur- 
day that Russia had won Mr. 
Annan's approval in its quest 
for a diplomatic solution. 

“Kofi Annan has come on 
board," said the Arab diplo- 
mat, who has followed close- 
ly the running negotiations to 
avert a threatened U.S.- 
Britisb military strike on 
Iraq. 

The development came a 
day after Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz con- 
ferred with a Russian envoy 
in Baghdad and, by tele- 
phone. with Mr. Annan. 

“If we close this [disarma- 
ment] file by stages, we 

(Continued on page 7) 



Russian ultra-nationalist Liberal Democratic Party (LDPR) leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky . 
makes a point beside Iraqi Ambassador Hassan Fahmi Jumah at Vnukovo airport Sun- 
day. A delegation of Russian deputies failed to depart from Moscow to Iraq on a human- 
itarian aid flight and monitoring mission on Sunday because Iran refused them permis- 
sion to cross its airspace (Reuters photo) 


Russian lawmakers’ flight to 
Iraq left standing on runway 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A Russ- 
ian parliamentary delegation’s 
flight to Iraq was left standing 
on the airport runway Sunday 
hours after its scheduled take- 
off because of British and U.S. 
protests it would violate a 
U.N. embargo. 

Ultra-nationalist leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky and a 
group of lawmakers and jour- 
nalists planned to fly from 


Moscow to Baghdad with a 
planeload of humanitarian aid. 

The plane was to have 
departed Moscow at 10:00 
a.m., but six hours later it was 
still sitting on the runway, with 
all passengers aboard, waiting 
for permission to lake off. 

Amid British and U.S % 
objections. Iran refused Satur- 
day to granf permission for tire 
Vnukova Airlines plane to 


cross its -airspace enroute to 
Iraq unless the U.N. Security 
Council consented to the 
flight. 

A Russian diplomat in 
Tehran said Iran's foreign 
ministry on Sunday repeated 
that refusal, ITAR-TASS 
reported 

Mr. Zhirinovsky protested 

(Continued on page 7) 


Turkey accuses U.S. 
of wanting to create 
Kurdish state in Iraq 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
U.S. showdown with Iraq is 
designed to control world 
petrol prices and set up a Kur- 
dish state in northern Iraq, 
Turkey's deputy premier 
charged Sunday. 

*‘I don’t believe that a 
superpower like the United 
States doesn't have a plan for 
after the war.” Bulent Ecevit 
told Turkish journalists in 
Ankara. 

“The United States wants to 
divide Iraq to create a Kurdis- 
tan satellite state under its 
control,” be said, adding that 
Washington has had such an 
objective since the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

“My impression is that the 
United States has the goal of 


creating a Kurdiskin, divide 
Iraq and in such a way control 
the price of petrol,” he said. 

The imposition of a ‘'no- 
fly” zone over northern Iraq 
after the Gulf war has 
allowed several armed Kur- 
dish groups to base them- 
selves there without fear of 
air attacks from Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's 
forces. 

Ankara, however, has sev- 
eral times sent massive num- 
bers of troops over the border 
into Iraq to wipe out bases 
being used by Turkish Kurd 
separatists fighting for an 
independent state in southern 
Turkey. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israelis, Palestinians head 
to U.S. for more talks 
on pullbacks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israelis and 
Palestinians prepared Sun- 
day for another round of 
negotiations in Washington 
with few hopes for a break- 
through in their standoff 
over new troop pullbacks 
from the West Bank. 

With the Iraq crisis domi- 
nating world diplomacy 
and Israelis and Palestini- 
ans showing few signs of 
flexibility, officials from 
the two sides could not 
even say Sunday if their 
negotiators would hold 
face-to-face talks or simply 
meet with American media- 
tors. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 


Arafat each met with their 
top aides Sunday before 
sending the negotiators to 
the U.S. capital on Monday, 
officials said. 

The Israeli delegation 
will be headed by cabinet 
secretary, Danny N3veh, 
and Mr, Netanyahu’s diplo- 
matic advisor, Uzi Arad. 
The Palestinian team will 
be led by chief negotiator, 
Saeb Erekat. 

The Washington meetings 
are a follow-up to talks 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright held 
here and in the West Bank 
last week with Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 


(Continued on page 7) 


Regent, Kerr discuss Iraq crisis, 
deadlock in PNA-Israel talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
Sunday emphasised the 
need for exerting all possi- 
ble efforts to find a diplo- 
matic solution to the cur- 
rent U.N. -Iraq crisis. 

Speaking at a meeting in 
foe Royal Court with Sir 
John Kerr, the permanent 
under-secretary of the 

British Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Office, the 

Regent said that regional 
and international efforts 
should be pooled together 
in order to defuse the crisis 
and to ward off any military 
confrontation which neither 
Iraq nor the whole region 
can endure. 

Sir John meanwhile said 


that Britain was in support 
of all efforts to find a diplo- 
matic solution to the crisis, 
and that the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq need to be 
lifted once Iraq has corn- 
mined itself to the imple- 
mentation of the U.N. 
Security Council's resolu- 
tions. 

Sir John, whose country 
is the current president of 
the European Union (EU), 
said the Europeans are 
working towards finding a 
way out of the present 
deadlock in the Middle East 
peace process and are urg- 
ing the U.S. to put more 
pressure on Israel to 
achieve fruitful results. 

In this respect, the Regent 
underlined the need for 


intensifying efforts towards 
putting the peace process 
back on track and giving 
impetus towards establish- 
ing a comprehensive and 
permanent peace which can 
guarantee the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

Sir John met earlier with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
SaJam Majali and said that 
the United Kingdom is 
maintaining contacts with 
European leaders and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on 
the Middle East peace 
process and is encouraging 
the U.S. administration to 
put forth proposals to the 
Palestinian and Israeli 

(Continued on page 7) 


Suspended weeklies allowed 
to go to press again 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Sunday gave 
weekly newspapers the 
green light to resume publi- 
cation, in line with two 
recent rulings by the High 
Court of Justice revoking 
tough press restrictions, 
officials and a publishers 
announced. 

Bilal Tal, head of the 
Press and Publications 
Department (PPD), told the 
Jordan Times yesterday that 
he telephoned the weeklies' 
publishers following Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali’s instructions. 

"Mr. Tal told us that we 
can resume publication at 
any time we want ” publish- 
er Nidal Man sour con- 
firmed. 

His A1 Hadath weekly is 
scheduled to reappear on 
the newsstands in two 
weeks, “the time we need to 


ourselves," Mr. 
told the Jordan 


organise 
Man sour 
Times. 

The government had ear- 
lier argued that the court's 
rulings were not retroac- 
tive, and therefore, the 
weeklies which had their 
licences revoked must 
apply for new licences to 
resume publications. 

Officials last night were 
not immediately available 
to explain the reasons that 
prompted the government’s 
new policy. 

The High Court of Justice 
on Saturday ruled in favour 
of three weekly newspapers 
suspended by the govern- 
ment last September. 

Al Urdun. Al Fans, and 
Al Najem weeklies won 
their case against the gov- 
ernment because the May 
1997 amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law, under which 
they had been suspended, 
were declared as “unconsti- 


tutional" by Jordan’s 
supreme court. 

A similar ruling, in favour 
of eight weeklies that had 
their licences revoked, was 
issued by the High Court on 
Jan.26. 

The High Court, chaired 
by Judge Abdullah Haddad, 
ruled that the amendments 
had been introduced by 
temporary law while Parlia- 
ment was in recess and 
there was no state of emer- 
gency or necessitating cir- 
cumstances for the govern- 
ment to change the previ- 
ous law. 

The press amendments, 
widely interpreted as tar- 
geting the tabloid industry 
for its outspoken criticism 
of the 1994 peace treaty 
with Israel, introduced a 
prohibitive JD3 00,000 cap- 
ital requirement that the 
weeklies failed to meet. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Amman Chamber of Industry pushes 
for transformation to national body 


By GhafiaAhil 

Jordan Times Stiff Reporter 

AMMAN — Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry (ACI) on Sun- 
day responded to efforts by 
some industrialists to set up 
separate chambers of industry 
by endorsing a call to acceler- 
ate steps to transform the ACI 
into a national industrial body. 

At a mewing of the ACI gen- 
eral assembly on Sunday, 
Industrialists agreed to form an 
expanded committee dial 
would cooperate with the 
chamber’s board to draft, with 
(be Minister of Industry and 
Trade Hani Mulki, a law for 
the creation of a “Jordan 
Chamber of Industry.” 

The meeting was prompted 
by a recent government deci- 
sion to authorise the establish- 
ment of an independent cham- 
ber of industry in Zarep. 


The move enraged several 
Jordanian industrialists who 
said die decision would harm 
Jordan's economy by frag- 
menting the industrial sector at 
a time when the private sector 
should jean fences to confront 
challenges posed by economic 
glo balisatio n. 

Twenty-three industrialists 
in the govemorates of Zanp 
and Mafrsq asked Dr. Mulki 
several months ago to set up 
two separate chambers to 
avoid what they said was 
“power centralisation in ACI 
hands.” 

The minister had backed 
efforts to create a chamber in 
Zreqa saying it was in line 
with the existing legislation 
which allows for the establish- 
ment of such chambers to 
serve local industrial needs in 
the different areas in the coun- 
try. 


Some ACI supporters saw 
the move as undermining the 
role of the chamber — for 
decades the sole powerful 
lobby of over 9,000 industrial- 
ists across the country. 

During Sunday’s meeting 
many industrialists warned 
that setting tip independent 
chambers would further wors- 
en the plight of an industrial 
sector already suffering from 
recession and harmed by dis- 
mantling of customs harriers, 
as part of international trade 
accords. 

“It is a healthy exercise to 
criticise the chamber of indus- 
try but it is a big mistake to 
destroy the institution,” said 
prominent industrialist, Artis 
Muasher. 


Jordanian popular support for Iraqis remains strong, but the public seems more ‘rational’ 


By Tbreq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians are 
enraged bv Washington’s 
“double-standard” policies 
on the Middle East that 
threaten military strikes 
against Iraq while failing to 
twist the arms ol Israeli 
leaders for defying U.N. 
resolutions and stalling 
peace-making in the region. 

Most daily newspapers 
remain critical of the U.S. 
eieht years after Iraq invad- 
ed" Kuwait, triggering the 
Gulf crisis that inflicted 


losses of billions of dollars 
for Jordan and upturned 
regional politics. 

Jordanian popular support 
for the Iraqi people remains 
strong, despite strained 
bilateral ties and closer 
links with Washington 
since Amman signed a 
peace treaty with Israel in 
1994. 

But unlike its perceived 
pro-Iraqi support in 1990, 
Jordan is officially in line 
with most Arab and West- 
ern slates — insisting on a 
diplomatic solution but 
firmly joining U.S. warn- 


ings that Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein’s defiance of 
the United Nations over 
arms inspections would 
cost hint dearly and desta- 
bilise the region. 

Amman’s refusal to join a 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

U.S.-led military alliance 
that ended Iraq’s seven- 
month occupation of 
Kuwait in February 1991, 
cast a heavy toll on the 
country, forcing the expul- 
sion of thousands of Jorda- 
nians from Kuwait and the 


suspension of vital aid by 
Gulf Arab states, 

“The Jordanian people’s 
support for Iraq is still alive 
:t& they want to see an end 
to all these American 
threats and to the plight of 
the Iraqis," said Yasser 
Ahmad, a taxi driver. 

“But many of the people I 
see every-day say we arc not 
a superpower and wonder 
what Jordan can do to help 
Iraq if Iraq is not even help- 
ing itself...” 

University student Ahmad 
Saleh echoed other com- 
mon views. 


“U.S. President [Bill] 
Clinton threats to hit Iraq 
are designed to shift media 
attention from a sex scandal 
he might fall into and to sat- 
isfy the Jewish lobby in the 
United States who fear Iraq 
might attack Israel,” he 
added. 

“Why does the U.S. 
refuse to maintain the same 
pressure against Israel 
which is violating U.N. res- 
olutions every day and 
defying the world's will by 
refusing to honour signed 
peace deals and pursuing 
aggressive policies against 


the Palestinians.” he asked. 

However, many analysts 
and politicians say Jordani- 
ans in general appear more 
rational now. compared to 
1990 when pro-Iraqi and 
anti-U.S. demonstrations 
swept Jordanian streets. 
Apart from seminars in sup- 
port of Iraq, no marches 
have been held though the 
vocal pro-Iraqi opposition 
in Jordan claims that the 
government is banning 
them. 

Many believe that tough 
policies pursued by Presi- 
dent Hussein, once admired 


by Arabs for his defiance of 
the West, are behind the 
erosion of his popular sup- 
port in Amman. 

This, however, contrasts 
sharply with popular sym- 
pathy for the Iraqi people, 
who in the eyes of Jordani- 
ans, remain the only vic- 
tims of crippling economic 
sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations on Iraq in 
1990. 

Iraq’s December execu- 
tion of four Jordanians for 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Bomb kills four, security forces 
kill 16 rebels in Algeria — papers 


PARIS (R) — A bomb 
killed four people in a 
coastal area of Algeria and 
security forces killed 16 
Islamist guerrillas, Alger- 
ian newspapers said on 
Sunday. 

Two unnamed senior 
army of&ciais were killed 
on Saturday in a helicopter 
crash caused by technical 
failure, the official Alger- 
ian news agency APS said. 

It said the pilot and co- 
pilot also died while six 
other passengers on the 
flight — described as a 
Liaison mission — were 
injured when the craft 
came down north of 
Bechar near the Moroccan 
border. 

Liberte newspaper said 
the latest bomb went off at 
a cafe in Zeralda, some 20 
kilometres west of Algiers, 


on Saturday, killing four 
people. It was the third 
bomb explosion in Algeria 
wi thin a few hours. 

Five people died and 12 
were wounded in two 
bombings on Saturday in 
Mehalma area, in Algiers, 
and in Blida, south of the 
Algerian capital, accord- 
ing to official statements. 

Late in January, a bomb 
killed at least eight people 
in Zeralda when a trio of 
junior European Union 
ministers was winding up 
a visit to Algiers over the 
massacre of civilians. 

An EU parliamentary 
delegation is due to arrive 
in Algiers on Sunday in an 
attempt to engage Algeri- 
ans in a broad dialogue 
over the six-year-old civil 
strife. 

Saturday's bombings 


came hours after Prime 
Minister Ahmad Ouyahia 
told an 11-hour special 
session of parliament that 
Islamist rebels were 
“retreating” in the face of 
more forces being 
deployed by the govern- 
ment and increased 
involvement of civilians 
backing the authorities. 

Mr. Ouyahia, whose 
government was under fire 
in the 380-seat National 
Assembly over its failure 
to stop the massacres, 
pledged his government's 
fight against rebels would 
reach a new stage in the 
next few weeks. 

Security forces killed 16 
rebels near Algiers and in 
the western province of 
Chief on Friday and Satur- 
day in the latest military 
operations against guerril- 


Israeli cabinet discusses Iraq crisis, 
preparations for attack continue 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli cabinet held new con- 
sultations Sunday on the Iraq 
crisis as military and health 
authorities continued prepara- 
tions for a possible Iraqi attack 
with chemical or biological 
weapons. 

Officials said security offi- 
cials had been invited by 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to attend the regu- 
lar weekly cabinet meeting 
Sunday to discuss contin- 
gency plans if the United 
States carries out its threat to 
launch air strikes against Iraq. 

Mr. Netanyahu reaffirmed 
on Friday that Israel “reserves 
the right" to retaliate if Iraq 
fires missiles at die Jewish 
state during any military con- 
frontation. 

Iraq fired 39 Scud missiles 
with conventional warheads 
at Israel during the 1991 Gulf 
war and there are fears Bagh- 
dad could response similarly _ 
if attacked by the U.S.-led 
forces, possibly using chemi- 
cal or biological warheads. 


Washington has said it will 
cany out a “substantiaT attack 
on Iraq if Baghdad persists in 
bailing UN. inspectors for 
sites suspected of hiding 
banned long-range missil es or 
chemical and biological 
weapons. 

Mr. Netanyahu acknowl- 
edged that the chances Iraq 
would again fire missiles at 
Israel were “very low” given 
that most of Ba ghdad 's mis- 
siles have been destroyed 
since the Gulf wan 

But he said it was the gov- 
ernment's responsibility to 
prepare for any possible 
attack. 

Thousands of Israelis have 
flocked to army distribution 
centres over the past 10 days 
to replace or pick up gas 
masks and otter protective 
equipment against chemical 
or biological attack. 

The army’s civil defence 
unit announced Sunday that it 
was opening seven new cen- 
tres to distribute the protective 
equipment, bringing the total 


□umber of outlets to 37. 

The unit also opened a site 
on Internet concerning the 
Iraqi crisis, notably providing 
details on the availability and 
use of gas masks, how to set 
up sealed “safe rooms” in 
homes and the location of 
bomb shelters. 

The army announced that all 
hospitals must install special 
air ventilation and filtering 
systems to secure operating 
rooms in the case of chemical 
or biological attack. 

Meanwhile. Israel was 
expecting air shipments this 
week of some 200,000 addi- 
tional gas masks as well as 
vaccine and antibiotics to 
combat anthrax, which Iraq is 
believed to have loaded into 
missile warheads. 

The United States and sev- 
eral European governments 
offered the gas masks after it 
became apparent last week 
that Israel lacked sufficient 
masks for some 300,000 for- 
eign workers as well as 
tourists in the country. 


Israeli policy could spark new 
uprising — Palestinian official 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
senior Palestinian official 
warned Israel on Sunday it could 
face anew uprising if it contin- 
ued to renege on signed peace 
accords and pushed ahead with 
construction of Jewish settle- 
ments. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, informa- 
tion minister in the Palestinian 
National Authority, said progress 
in the peace process was impos- 
sible under the policies of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

“I can say that an explosion is 
possible” Mr. Abed Rabbo told 
state-run Abu Dhabi television 
when asked whether he expected 
a new intifada — the eight-year 


uprising that erupted in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 1987. 

“It will be an explosion of fee 
Palestinian people with all its 
groups and forces regardless of 
any difference in views. 

“This is because of the daily 
settlement policies of Netanyahu 
and his government, his reneg- 
ing on signed agreements, 
repression of Palestinians and 
attempts to Judaise Jerusalem," 
said Mr. Abed Rabbo. 

“These attempts are taking 
place in a frantic way, as Israeli 
racist policy is stowing its face 
more and more, and American 
impotence has become dearer 
than ever” 

Palestinian President Yasser 


Arafat has also warned of afresh 
uprising if there is no break- 
through in the peace process, 
blaming Israel for the current 
deadlock. 

The threat drew an angiy reac- 
tion from Mr Netanyahu, who 
warned Israel would respond 
forcefully to any violent actions 
by Palestinians. 

“Ir is impossible to make 
progress in fee peace process 
under fee current policies of 
Netanyahu,” Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said 

He raged the European Union 
to “go further than political con- 
tacts and statements” to break 
fee 11 -mouth stalemate in fee 
peace process. 


TeL 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 JPWer Rabbit 

16:30 - French Cartoon Films 

18.-00 Riding High 

18:30 ......Drama— Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Documentary Pro- 
gramme 

19:30 -—.News Headlines 

1955 Comedy — Hope and 
Gloria 

20d)0 Documentary — Perspec- 
tive 

20:30 American Chart Show 

21:10 Drama — Burned Bridge 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO Emergency Room 

23:15 -Documentary — Cosmos 


PRAYER TIMES 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Safle Church TeL 661757. 
■fttra Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Td. .652826. 
Armenian Catbofic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman Intern&tioft&J Church 
tfel. 865897 

Evangefical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 

The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene .TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 


northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. ■ 


las, said El Watan and La 
Tribune newspapers. 

Eleven of die guerrillas 
were shot dead during a 
10-hour gun battle in Sidi 
Moussa area, south of 
Algiers, they said. 

The newspapers said 
most of the 1 1 rebels were 
senior members of the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA) who were trying to 
rebuild its grassroots sup- 
port after an army offen- 
sive on its bases in the past 
months. 

Western estimates say 
more than 65,000 people 

— rebels, civilians and 
security forces members 

— have been killed in 
Algeria’s violence since 
1992, when the authorities 
scrapped a general elec- 
tion in which Islamists had 
taken a commanding lead. 


Lebanese 


civilian 
injured 
in Israeli 
shelling 


TYRE (AFP) — A 
Lebanese civilian was 
injured in Israeli shelling 
of a village in south 
Lebanon on Sunday, 
police said. 

* Mahmud Tohme, 17. 
suffered injuries to the 
legs and a concussion 
when a mortar round fell 
near him in the village of 
Yater, police said. 

He was taken to a hospi- 
tal in Tyre. 

Police said a 78-year-old 
villager, Mohammad 
Kurani. suffered a heart 
attack due to fright from 
the shelling and died dur- 
ing transfer to a hospital. 

According to police, 
some 20 mortar rounds fell 
on Yater, located three- 
kilometres north of Israel's 
self-declared “security 
zone” in south Lebanon. 

The casualties bring the 
number of Lebanese civil- 
ians injured in fighting in 
south Lebanon since the 
beginning of the year to 
two dead and nine wound- 
ed, according to the police. 

Under the terms of an 
April 1996 cease-fire that 
ended an Israeli offensive 
against Hizbollati in south 
Lebanon, both Hizbollah 
and Israel are charged with 
avoiding civilians casual- 
ties in their conflict in the 
region. 

Hizbollah spearheads 
Lebanese resistance to 
Israel's occupation of the 
border zone in south 
Lebanon. 
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A boy reads the Koran on Sunday in the courtyard of the Imam Moussa Kazem Mosque in Baghdad during the 

, , ■ ■ -f -t. o « ia*i tha mlino Rn’afh Partv bmk nower for the 


weapons of mass destruction (AP photo) 


inspectors. 


More than a million Iraqi volunteers 


undergoing military training — official 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
More than a million Iraqi 
volunteers have been 
undergoing military train- 
ing since the beginning of 
February in anticipation of 
any confrontation with the 
United States, an official 
of Iraq's ruling Ba'ath 
Party said Sunday. 

“The number of those 
now training exceeds one 
million," the official told 
AFP, adding that this was 
the number Iraqi officials 
had hoped to raise. 

“The [American] war- 
ships. aircraft carriers, and 


submarines have crossed 
tens of thousands of kilo- 
metres to destroy our 
houses and kill our chil- 
dren. so we have no other 
choice but to defy them 
with all our forces," said 
another Ba'ath official. 
Hammed Said. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein has called on 
Iraqis to take military 
training in preparation for 
a “jihad" [holy war] aimed 
at forcing the United 
States to lift the seven- 
year-old U.N. sanctions 
on Iraq. Male volunteers 


have been receiving three 
hours of training per day, 
while female volunteers 
have been getting two 
hours. The training, which 
began Feb. 1, is due to last 
three months. 

Top Iraqi officials, 
including Vice President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Mohammad Hamza 

Zubeidi, have been shown 
on Iraqi television during 
the last days lined up in 
rank with the other volun- 
teers and obeying the 
instructions of an army 


officer. 

The United States and 
Britain have threatened to 
use force against Iraq if 
diplomatic efforts fail to 
make Baghdad open aLj its 
suspected arms sites to 
U.N. weapons inspectors. 

Iraq has been under U.N. 
sanctions since its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. Lift- 
ing of the sanctions is sub- 
ject to U.N. arms inspec- 
tors confirming Iraq has 
no weapons of mass 
destruction , or long-range 
missiles. 
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Kuwait calls up its 
military reserves 


UAE arrests 250 illegal 
aliens in surprise raid 


7 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) 
— The Kuwaiti defence 
ministry has decided to 
call up its army 
reserves, according to 
the official Kuwaiti 
news agency, KUNA. 

The agency reported 
late Saturday that 
Defence Minister 

Sheikh Salem A1 Sabah 
authorised army chief of 
staff, Ali A1 Mumin. to 
“call up the army 
reserves due to the crisis 
provoked by the Iraqi . 
regime.” The decision 
came as the emirate’s 
government said Satur- 
day it would soon begin 
distributing gas masks 
to the population to use 
in the event of an attack 
by Iraq. The Kuwaiti 
parliament called Satur- 
day for continued diplo- 
matic efforts to peace- 


fully solve the standoff 
between Iraq and the 
United Nations over 
weapons inspections. 

The United States and 
Britain have threatened 
to use force if diplomat- 
ic efforts fail to con- 
vince Iraq to open all its 
suspected weapons sites 
to U.N. arras inspectors. 

Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990 
but were ousted seven 
months later by an 
international military 
coalition led by the 
United States. 

Lifting of U.N. sanc- 
tions slapped on Iraq for 
its invasion of Kuwait is 
tied to arms inspectors 
confirming Iraq has no 
weapons of mass 
destruction. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emiraies (UAE) 
said on Sunday it had rounded 
up 250 illegal migrants in a sur- 
prise raid on suspected labour 
sites as part of a crackdown 
against violator of immigra- 
tion laws. 

The 250 foreigners, mostly 
South Asians, were arrested 
during inspection of the indus- 
trial area of Musaflah just out- 
rite Ate Dhabi city. 

‘It was part of continuous 
campaigns to ensure no expa- 
triates are violating fee immi- 
gration laws in the UAE,” said 
Hater Ben Khalaf A1 Muhairi, 
director of the immigration and 
naturalisation department 

The crackdown followed the 
departure of nearly 172,000 
illegal migrants from India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and other Asian 
countries in 19% in a four- 
month amnesty announced 
before the enforcement of 


stifferlaws. 

Around 5,000 illegal j 
migrants were also rounded up j 
in 1997 and deported after. : 


being punished. Mu Muhairi ; j 

tnlH lh> nffirial npu/c sopnrv* • 


told fee official news agpocyf] 
WAM. .-Kff 

Saudi Arabia and other p£j] 
rich Gulf states have Gflaredj f 
similar amnesty programmes: I 
to weed out illegal aliens 
end turmoil in their labour ratg-j j 
kets. 

Ml Muhairi said 67 tourist^ 
companies in the jodrdw^- L 
UAE emirates had been sus-F 
pended for violating iramigi&' 
tion laws, including the ifiegaT 
sale of residence visas to expfr 
triates and promoting indecent . 
acts. He was referring ro prosti- 
tutes from Russia and other 
countries, brought m by those- . 
firms. 

“Several beggars, who had . 
come here as tourists, have also ■ 
been arrested during the 
inspection campaigns,” te said ; 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR' 


Mio/Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


06/11 

09/20 

05/13 

10/18 


IRBID: 

De Mazen Abu Bakir ..278770 

A1 Quds pharmacy 1 — > 

ZARQA: 

De YaVonbAJ Khatib 991772 
KhaHfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Ammon 13. Aqaba 22 Humidity 
readings: Amman 84 per cent. 
Aqaba 41 per cenL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


05:02. 

_ ... J^ajr 

English-speaking 

06:20 

fSunrise) Duha 

Latin Catholics Parish 

1150 


614190. 

1453 



1750 

.-Maghreb 

WEATHER 

1858-. 




CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327S5. 

St Joseph Church Td. 624590 
Church of the Annunkation 


merit of Meteorology 
Cold weather conditions win pre- 
vail, skies cloudy to partly cloudy 
with a chance of scattered show- 
ers, and winds northwesterly 
moderate. Rain is expected to fall 
Tuesday evening. In Aqaba, skies 
will be partly cloudy, winds 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas AI Hakim 885446 

Dr. Arafat AlAshhab -.602507 
Dn Ayman AJ Mohlaseb — 875748 
Dr. Jamal Jbarah — ....847351 

Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Endows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ... — 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy — —623672 

Al Salam pharmacy -636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..—.637660 
Najib pharmacy ....—....847632 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvil Deferee Department _J66 1 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341. 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Felice — 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. -.775121 

Highway Police. .843402 

Traffic Police. .896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints. .5605800 

Price Complaints 566 1176 

Wber& Sewerage Ctrnpfanis -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information /directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ~..010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .5661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordon 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co_ 636381 


RJ Flight Information -44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

I jprafln , 6^0195 

Hussein Medical Centre 8I3S13/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ..,.-560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -5667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali —5666126/37 

Ai-Ahli, Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, A/-Muhajreen —.777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alla Hospital .5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: • 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

— (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
— (09)990990 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

(.02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

1 02)247 100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


19:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

19:15 — Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
02:50 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QCJEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200-5, when t it should 

always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 

phone 08i52700L 


Other Flights 

04:15 .....London (BA) 

09:15 Cairo (MS I 

12:00 — Khartoum (SD) 

13:25 ... Bahrain (GF) 

14 JO JDoha (QR) 

15:05 -Vienna (OS) 

16:00 .Dubai (EK) 

18:00 Istanbul (SD) 

20:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 . — Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22 JO Athens (OA) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 


07.-00 
11*30. 
12:05 
12:10 
12:30 
20:15 
20:40 . 
20:45 
21:15 
22:45 


Algiers (add) (RJ) * 

— Frankfort, London (RJ) z 

Kuwait (RJ) E 

Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

— Cairo (RJ) % 

Bahrain, .Doha (RJ) | 

Damascus (RDs 

_Abu Dhabi (RJ); 

Dubai, Muscat (RJ); 

Sanaa. (RJ); 


ARRIVALS 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:40 .... .Sanaa (RJ) 

03:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 . — New Delhi tRT) 

09:50 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
11:10 ...... JSeifut. Damascus (RJ) 

16:00 Wahran (add) (RJ) 

16:20 - Cairo (RJ) 

16:40 Algiers (add) (RJ) 

16:45 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
18:05 ...... — — ... — Kuwait (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:05 Tel Aviv (KW) 

07:25 — -Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09-JO Aqaba (RW) 

11:10 ...... Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

12:00 Amman (Maria Airport) 
(RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

08125 London (BA) 

10:30 ATArish(PF); 

1(H30 Cairo (MS): 

13:20 Istanbul (SD):' 

14:15 .Bahrain (GF); 

15:50 Doha (QR) 

15:50 ’....Vienna (OS) 

17:00 ..... Damascus. Dnbai (EK) 

19:00 Khartoum (SDI * 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (LY): 

23:53 Damascus, Paris (AF) : 

0225 ......^.^_,.AinstienIam(KL)( 

0300 Athens (OA) - : 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 —Wahran (add) (RJ) 

06:20 — Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) : 

05:30 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) j 

06-50 ; .Tel Aviv (RW),i 

0755 .... Amman (QAIA) (KW) j 
0850 Amman (Marita Airport) j 
(Rwj / . 

10--2& .-.^qaba(KW)^ 

11:40 -...Amman (QAIA) (KW) ; 

2050 Amman (QAIA) (RW)? 

2150 Aqaba (KW ; 


Home News 




Queen 

Alia 

remembered 

TODAY MARKS die 
ijsi anniversary of the 
tragic death of Queen 
Alia, who died at the age 
of 28 in a helicopter 
crash while reluming 

from im inspection irip to 
a hospital in Tuftieh. 

Queen Alia, bom Alia 
Baha Uddin Toukun. was 
married to His Majesty 
King Hussein in Decenf- 
ix*r 1971. They had two 
children. Their Royal 
Highnesses Princess 

Haya and Prince Ali. and 
they adopted Ahir 
Miiheissen in 1972. 



UNDP to donate $1.5 million 
for social security plan studies 


AMMAN (J.T.I — The 
■ United Nations Deie/op- 

I pO Hn ment Programme 1 UNDP 1 
''MJ announced Sunday that it 
will donate Si. 5 million 
^v-CC* i , to help finance feasibility 
U£nPjn[ studies for rhe implemen- 
’ration of the guvernmem- 
sponsored social securitv 
- er - package plan benefiting 

le United Su^. underdeveloped regions 
a,D W thir-citl: of Jordan, 
force asaiD'j \ UNDP Resident Repre- 
omaiic eff rn ■ * sentarive Jorge n Lissner 

■'NhwJ* , U ' N - 

v. iM , " Qi «he Jordanian siovern- 
• uwta** ' >lk ' ment's 10-year plan to 
\ H'-pta'- deal with poverty and 

a ' been untferi unemployment problems. 

_ti«.<ns Mncr 11 . k.« He told the Jordan 
tsion of Kimyi. News Agency, Petra. that 
die sanction-, i;. /the UNDP will ask 
to U.N. aim> mj international donor 

confinDint lnt> organisations to extend 
weapons \\ g assistance to Jordan's 

:ruciion « L>wJ P lun - 

'**• Minister of Planning 

Rima Khalaf last May 

~ announced that the gov- 

t Uortn! ^ r hment was implement- 


50 illegal 
rise raid 


:: laws 

Tiund 5.000 £ 
-anbwereaK’fME.- 
Ivn" and dejnsd: 
g punished. Mi 
the official twa 
M. 

iudi Arabia ad & 
Gulf states tat E 
Jar aranea> p®£ 
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ing the JD43I million 
social security package- 
plan over several wars. 
Of this total. JDI73 mil- 
lion w ill go ui the refugee 
camps, home to 228.000 
refugees. 

The minister said the 
balance will benefit the 
tmJcrdci eloped m ban 
and rural regions, with 
JD43 million (u he spent 
in the first three \ cars. 

Mr. Lissner told Petra 
that the feasibility studies 
which the UNDP will 
finance are necessary to 
demonstrate Jordan's 
need to donor organisa- 
tions and foreign coun- 
tries. 

He said the UNDP is 
currently financing the 
training of Jordanian per- 
sonnel to implement the 
plan and raise public- 
awareness about its bene- 
fits to the Kingdom. 

The UNDP has already- 
created special units 


within the ministries to 
follow up mi the proce- 
dures connected with the 
social security plan, Mr. 
l.Nsncr noted. 

According to Dr. Kha- 
lal. the two-phase plan 
envisages improving the 
intrastruciuic in the 
re luges* camps and initiat- 
ing small -si /c income- 
general ing projects to 
create jobs. 

Abla Arnawi. head of 
rhe UNDP Programmes 
Deparimem, told Petra 
that the plan also entails 
rest ruei tiring the National 
Aid Fund iNAFi. as well 
as prm id ing loans for 
siru/J projects and train- 
ing family heads in trades 
in help them earn a living. 

Dr. Amawi said that in 
addition to the UNDP, 
Germany, the U.S. and 
the World Bank have 
pledged financial support 
for the plan. 



GHARAIBEH RECEIVES UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT: University or Jordan 
(UJ) President Fawzi Gharaibeh and UJ Vice President Sami Khasawneh on 
Sunday receive McGill University (Montreal; President Bernard Shapiro, who Is 
currently on a visit to the Kingdom. Their talks focused on means of promoting 
bilateral ties In educational fields between Jordan and Canada (Photo courtesy 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 9, 1998 



Clipping coupons for ‘fun’ nets car for lucky reader 


of UJ) 


By Alia A. Toukun 

Special to r/ic" Jordan Ttrr.es 

AMMAN — In one stroke 
of luck. Evelyn Madduck 
from Sri Irinka made more 
money than she did during, 
the ten years she has 
worked in Amman. 

The Suzuki car she won 
yesterday in ihe Jordan 
Times lottery is worth 
J D 1 2,000, the bulk at 
which Mrs. Maddoek and 
her husband will send to 
their five children in Sri 
Lanka. 

“I will be calling my 
children for the first time 
from Jordan to tell them 
that something so good has 
happened to us.'* said Mrs. 
Maddoek. who works as a 
domestic helper. 

When she was told that 
she won the lottery, she 
said. “I had to pinch 
myself to believe the news 
was true." 

*i couldn't tell if I was 
awake or dreaming." said 
Mrs. Maddoek, aJding that 

Deputies 

petition 

government 

to reconsider 

privatisation 

policy 

By Fairou/. Abu-Ghazaleb 

Special to the Jordon Times 

AMMAN — Lower 
House deputies peti- 
tioned the government on 
Sunday to reconsider its 
privatisation policies and 
urged it only to sell pub- 
lic entities that could not 
be salvaged. 

According to Deputy 
Nazih Ammarin, 48 law- 
makers signed a petition: I 
asking the government I 
not to sell successful 
public institutions, to 
fully investigate the rea- . 
sons behind losses ! 
incurred by other entities 
destined for privatisation 
and to urgently submit 
draft laws that regulate 
monopoly and the pri- 
vatisation process. 

Deputies also raised 
many issues such as the , 
recent attack on two 
pharmacists in Amman, 
nuclear radiation from 
the Dimona reactor in 
south Israel, the recent 
death of a Jordanian citi- 
zen in Tel Aviv and the 
Jordanian embassy's han- 
dling of the affair, as well 
as other local concerns. 

Also during yesterday's 
session, the House 
resumed its discussion of 
ihe customs law, which 
was carried over from the 
I2t(i Parliament. A total 
of 228 articles of the 
law’s 25S have now been 
endorsed. 


m s eomg 


FILMS 

* Two films entitled "Mr. 
Bean" and “Post Man Par” at 
the British Council. Jabai 
Amman on Tuesday at 6:00 
pjn. and Wednesday ai 5:00 
pjn. respectively. 

* “Pauline a la plage" ;ii the 
French Cultural Centre. Jabai 
Wcibdeh at 6:30 p.m. and 
8:30 pan. 


- -• Zffi- LECTURES 

jit * “German-Arab Relations 

... after 1945" (in English! by 

- - ■ ' nJif- ^ ^ Mahafzu at Goethe- 
"" bistitut, Jabai Amman on 

JvW* 1 Tuesday, Feb. 10, at 6:30 
. Td v ‘ pjn. 

* “Jordanian Economic 

^ Status and Future Horizons' 

" (in Arabic) by Dr. Munir 

Hamameh at Abdul Hamced 
Shoman Foundation, Jabai 

Win? |R \ Amman at 6:00 p.m. 


Closing arguments presented 
in trial of three charged with 
smuggling arms to West Bank 





EXHIBITIONS 
* dentine's Day bazaar at 
Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre of Noor A! Hussein 
Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 
Street ffe). 699141/2L until 
Feb. 14. 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The State 
Prosecutor in rhe trial ol 
three men accused of 
plotting acts of sabotage 
and smuggling weapons 
to the West Bank asked 
the courl Sunday to con- 
vict the men on all 
charges. 

I.smat Shukri. 3 d. and 
Ali A. and Mohammad 
M.. both being tried in 
absentia, are charged 
with manufacturing 
explosives in 1995 with 
the intent to use them 
against tourists and 
smuggling weapons to 
the West Bank from 
1995 to 1997 via the 
Dead Sea. 

In his 11 -page closing 
areument, Lieutenant 
Colonel Mahmoud 
Obeidat defended the 
prosecution's investiga- 
tion procedures, which 


were repeatedly chal- 
lenged by the defence 
team during the four- 
month trial. 

"The prosecution has 
presented strong and 
consistent evidence that 
the defendants plotted 
attacks against tourists 
and smuggled weapons 
in the West Bank," he 
iold the court. 

In addition. Li. Col. 
Obeidat said Mr. Shukri 
confessed willingly to 
smuggling weapons to 
the West Bank. 

According to the pros- 
ecution charge sheet. 
Mr. Shukri manufac- 
tured explosives in 1995 
and hid them in his 
house. 

According to the 
charge sheet, in 1996, 
the two defendants, hav- 
ing known each other 
for five years, met with 
the third, Mohammad 
M.. and decided to 


export machine guns to 
the West Bank by rubber 
boats via the Dead Sea. 

Mr. Shukri was arrest- 
ed by security forces on 
Sept. 20, 1997, after the 
authorities received a tip 
that he possessed explo- 
sives and was smug- 
gling weapons. 

At the end of the 30- 
minute court session. 
Defence Attorney Salam 
Shunar. one of several 
lawyers defending Mr. 
Shukri, asked the court 
for time to prepare the 
defence's closing argu- 
ments. 

The military court, 
headed by Judge Yousef 
Faouri and including 
Judges Ahmad Ayash 
and Fawaz Boqour, 
agreed and adjourned 
the session to Feb. 16. 


she would be selling (he 
ear in the next two days 
liecausc she needs the 
money inure than «,he 
needs ihe car. Besides, she 
said, neither she nor her 
husband know how to 
dme anyway. 

An avid reader of the Jor- 
dan Times for seven years, 
she careful ly cut uui ihe 2U 
coupons needed to enter 
the competition, even 
though she never really 
believed she would win. 

“I didn't tell my husband 
or my employers because I 
never dreamed something 
like this could happen." 
she said. “1 did it for fun.” 

She admitted that she 
may have a lucky streak. “1 
am sometimes lucky. I won 
a lottery in Sri Lanika once 
also," pointing cm. howev- 
er. that it was a very mod- 
est amount. 

Mrs. NIaddock said she 
and her husband, who 
works here as a contractor, 
did not plan to celebrate. 
"We will nor uo our for 


dinner and spend our 
money.” she said. 

Instead, she will open a 
local bank account, which 
will have a “substantial'' 
amount of money. 

"It will be her own 
account," said her 46-year- 
old husband. 

"Because I can handle 
money berter," quipped 
Mrs. Maddoek. 

In two years, after Mr. 
Maddoek finishes his con- 
tract, they will travel to Sri 
Lanka for about three 
months. But they insist that 
they will be returning 10 
Amman to live here again. 

"I like my employers 
very much. This country' is 
very good and I am very 
happv here." said Mrs. 
Maddoek. 

One last thing.. .the Jor- 
dan Time staff shared the 
celebration with the cou- 
ple, treating themselves to 
the traditional Arab sweets 
that Mr. and Mrs. Maddoek 
brought to the newspaper. 



Evelyn Maddoek 


French foreign ministry official arrives 
in Amman for talks on U.N.-Iraq crisis 


By Tartq Ayyoub 

Spi'nul to the Jordon Times 

.AMMAN — A senior French 
foreign ministry official 
arrived here Sunday as p;tn of 
France's endeavours to reach 
a peaceful solution to the 
.standoff' between Baghdad 
and Washington over Iraqi 
weapons inspections, a 
French diplomat said. 

The diplomat, who asked 
not to be named, said the 
head of the North Africa and 
Middle East Department. 


Jean-Claudc Cousseran. is 
expected to hold talks with 
Foreign Minister Fayez 
Torauneh. 

"Mr. Cousseran will brief 
the Jordanian officials on 
France’s peace initiatives ;md 
listen to ihe Jordanian gov- 
ernment's view on ways to 
solve the problem," the diplo- 
mat told ihe Jordan Times. 

Mr. Cousseran, who aimed 
here from Beirut, was part of 
a four-member lean), headed 
by the secretary general of 
France's foreign ministry'. 


Bertrand Dufourcq. that visit- 
ed Baghdad last week. 

Mr. Dufourcq joined Russ- 
ian envoy \icior Posu\aJvuk 
in talks to com ince Iraqi offi- 
cials to grant free access to 
disputed sites, including, the 
presidential palaces. 

Iraq reponedly has eased its 
hardline position and said it 
will allow U.N. inspectors 
tree access to dozens of sites 
in Baghdad. 

On Thursday. Mr. Dufourcq 
and his team left the Iraqi 
capital and stoned a tour of 


several Arab stales to formu- 
late an iniiiamc to solve the 
deadlock peacefully. He has 
already visited Syria. Kuwait, 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

"It is difficult to say that we 
will have a successful peace 
initiative but France will 
remain an advocate for a 
diplomatic solution to the cri- 
sis.” said the French diplo- 
mat. 

Mr. Cousseran is expected 
to leave Jordan on Monday, 
the diplomat said. 


Minister reports incident of child 
abuse at government-run orphanage 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir Maniser 
has revealed that two foster 
mothers employed by Ai 
Hussein Social Institution 
have been suspended from 
work and referred to the 
local authorities after they 
admitted to burning two 
young girls ro prevent them 
from wetting their beds. 

A report published in the 
Arabic daily A I Arab AI 
Yawm on Sunday stated that 
upon being informed of the 


incident , by the institutions . 
director, the minister formed 
a special investigative com- 
mittee, sacked the two 
women and referred them to 
the police. 

Dr. Mamser told the news- 
paper that the two foster 
mothers, who were in train- 
ing. had used a heated piece 
of iron to bum the two girls, 
aged two and two-and-a-half 
years, in a bid to frighten 
them from werting the bed 
while asleep. 

According to Mo’men 


Haddidi. beoJ. of the Nation- 
al institute' "for Forensic 
Medicine, who examined 
the children, the "two suf- 
fered bums to the skin sur- 
rounding the genitalia.’’ 

The institution, w'hich is 
under the direct charge of the 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment, cares for orphaned 
children. 

According to the minister, 
the committee heard the tes- 
timony of an 11 -year-old 
orphaned girl about the inci- 
dent. and later, the two foster 


mothers, admitted to com- 
mitting ihe act.' 

Dr. Mamser said the hot 
iron did not cause much bod- 
ily harm to the two girls but 
the effect was more psycho- 
logical than physical. 

The minister said he would 
not hesitate to impose the 
strictest penalties on anyone 
trying to harm children, 
whether at government-run 
or private institutions. 

He threatened to close any 
society committing similar 
acts auoinst children. 


Women's movement united in 
favour of quota in Parliament 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordon Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — For the first 
time in its young history, the 
women's movement stands 
united in favour of a 
women’s quota in the Lower 
House. 

A petition to collect one 
million signatures in favour 
of allocating 20 per cent of 
the Lower House’s SO seats 
to women has been very suc- 
cessful since it was begun 
several weeks ago, activists 
say. though official figures 
are not yet available. 

"For the first lime, all 80 
non -governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) working in 
Jordan in the field of 
women’s development are 
united." noted Solwa Nasser, 
coordinator for NGOs at the 
Jordanian National Commit- 
tee for Women (JNCWj. 

Women’s activists have not 
ser a deadline for their cam- 
paign. but they will have to 
mobilise the public and deci- 
sion-makers before the gov- 
ernment presents its new 
draff elections law, which 
His Majesty King Hussein 
included in the programme 
for the current Parliament. 

The draft is being prepared 
by the current government. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali has announced on 
several occasions, but ana- 
lysis say it is unlikely that the 
Cabinet will submit it to Par- 
liament before the end of the 
current session, in March. 

Many women who were 


against the idea in principle 
in the beginning now think 
that, though not the best sys- 
tem. the women’s quota is 
necessary to overcome 
obstacles in their conserva- 
tive society. 

"Most NGOs were sur- 
prised by the result of the 
[Nov. 4, 1997) elections, and 
the quota seems now the 
only way for women to reach 
Parliament in the year 2001.” 
Ms. Nasser said. 

They agree that after the 
disappointing results of last 
year's general elections, in 
which none of the 1 7 women 
candidates won, the intro- 
duction of a women's quota 
seems indispensable in over- 
coming the traditional and 
cultural factors hindering 
their full and active participa- 
tion in political life. 

"The painful results of the 
elections had the positive 
effect of uniting the women’s 
from around the quota princi- 
ple," said Amal Sabbagh. 
secretory general at the 
JNCW. * 

Women’s groups have 
been and still are soul- 
searching on the reasons 
behind their defeat in the last 
elections. 

Studies are being conduct- 
ed. mainly by the Princess 
Basina Women’s Resource 
Centre, which was leading 
and coordinating women 
candidates’ efforts during the 
elections campaign. 

But, apan from incidental 
factors in the failure of each 
woman candidate’s cara- 


.paign, "we know that there 
are historical reasons that 
worked and still work against 
women,” Ms. Sabbagh 
pointed oul 

“Though we are now equal 
in front of the elections law. 
Jordanian women only won 
their right to vote in 1974.” 

Women’s groups stress that 
the women’s quota — or 
positive discrimination, as 
they prefer to call it — would 
be a temporary' one, effective 
only for three consecutive 
elections. 

But bartie being waged by 
Jordanian women for a quota 
promises to be fierce, as the 
government, many parlia- 
mentarians, and political par- 
ties have already rejected it. 

in an interview with the 
Jordan Times last month. Dr. 
Majali harshly criticised the 
women’s quota principle. 

“Which parts of Jordan 
will elect a woman and 
which cannot? Is it possible 
to set a quota for Amman, 
and not for Karak, Tafileh or 
Irbid? How can we have a 
quota for certain constituen- 
cies with only two seats?" 
the prime minister asked. 

Women responded thaL 
once the principle of positive 
discrimination is introduced, 
several different mechanisms 
for its implementation can be 
sorted oul 

Opposition to die women’s 
quota also seems deep and 
widespread among the ranks 
of the opposition. 

While the Islamists reject 
the women’s quota in the 


frame of their opposition to 
all quotas, including reli- 
gious and ethnic, most left- 
ists believe that women 
should continue campaign- 
ing for public support in 
order to reach Parliament 
w'ithouc a quota. 

"Women have to get out of 
the kitchen to the" political 
parties, fight for themselves 
in order to become pan of the 
political game." said Khalil 
H cuddy dia secretary general 
of the Jordanian Socialist 
.Arab Ba’aih Party. 

The only exception to the 
rule seems to be the Jordan- 
ian Communist Party’ f JCP>. 
which proudly announced 
that their long-standing 
unwritten rule of electing 
women to at least 20 per cent 
of the party’s higher cadres 
and committees was reaf- 
firmed during the party’s last 
internal elections, in Decem- 
ber 1997. 

"Since the party- was estab- 
lished. women’s develop- 
ment issues have always 
been a priority in our agen- 
da.” said Layla Naffa one of 
seven women in the 30- 
member JCP Central Com- 
mittee. 

Bui many doubt that the 
women's quota will be on the 
agenda of opinion and deci- 
sion-makers, or the Jordan- 
ian public at large. 

"Our only hope is that 
change will be introduced 
from above, and that His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
support our struggle," said 
one woman activist. 
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New leader of Armenia to put 


Karabakh on the backburner 


YEREVAN (AFP) — 
Armenia's new master 
Robert Kocharian, a local 
hero for his tough line on 
Nagorno-Karabakh, para- 
doxically intends to set the 
problems of that enclave 
aside to concentrate on 
bringing democracy and a 
market economy to his 
cash-strapped country. 

Mr. Kocharian last week 
won the resignation of 
President Levon Ter- 
Petrossian in a dispute over 
policy on Nagorno- 
Karabakh. the Armenian- 
populated territory in 
Azerbaijan which has won 
de facto independence with 
Yerevan's support. - t 

Mr. Ter-Petro$sian's 
departure was triggered by 
the defection of half his rul- 
ing coalition to an opposi- 
tion group hostile to his 
support for a phased settle- 
ment for the mountain terri- 
tory. 

Mr. Kocharian, who led 
the separatists in Nagorno- 
Karabakh before becoming 
Armenian prime minister, 
has pushed for a “package* 1 ' 
peace deal, arguing that “all 


issues must be discussed 
simultaneously, from the 
beginning." 

The peace talks have 
stalled over the separatists’ 
refusal to hand back adja- 
cent parts of Azerbaijan 
which they conquered in the 
six-year war that ended with 
a ceasefire in 1994, unless 
they get lull sovereignty 
guarantees from Baku. 

But unlike Mr. ' Ter- 
Petrossian. Mr. Kocharian, 
43, seems to be in no hurry 
to settle the problem, which 
is still hindering Armenia's 
economic development. 
“Nagorno-Karabakh is not 
Armenia's only fundamen- 
tal question." he says. 

For Mr. Kocharian, the 
country also needs a proper 
legal foundation, in order to 
attract the foreign investors 
it so. badly needs and boost 
its moribund economy. 

His immediate task is to 
see that the presidential 
elections to be held on 
March 16 are free and fair, 
he says. He is acting presi- 
dent in the meantime, and is 
vague ,on whether he will 
run for elected office next 


month. 

‘’Kocharian’s objective is 
to bring the country to 
legality, hold a fair election 
and give parliament legiti- 
macy." commented a 
Western diplomat here. 

The September 1996 pres- 
idential poll which kept Mr. 
Ter-Petrossian in power was 
considered fraudulent by 
both his opponents and 
international observers, 
while the general elections 
the previous year were 
described as free, but not 
fair. 

Since becoming prime 
minister in March last year, 
Mr. Kocharian applied him- 
self to saving the budget 
and improving the collec- 
tion of taxes in order to fight 
against corruption. 

Analysts say the result 
was positive. 

While enjoying popular 
support over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, and turning gen- 
eral discontent to his advan- 
tage, Mr. Kocharian has no 
political power base as 
"leader of the opposition." 

He is officially backed by 
no political party, and ana- 


lysts and politicians are still 
wary about bis democratic 
credentials, although Bagrat 
Sadoyan of the Centre for 
Strategic Studies think tank 
noted that he had left the 
press alone since becoming 
head of government 

“It's an Armenian tradi- 
tion; men with a strong per- 
sonality are more pppular 
than politicians," said Me 
Sadoyan, while the Western 
diplomat said be had man- 
aged to do what other lead- 
ers had failed: bring the 
country together. 

But for many his image is 
still that of the warrior 
chief, following his success- 
es against the Azerbaijanis 
as “president” of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

“Up till 1994 I was presi- 
dent of a country at war.” he 
says. “Now I have become 
the president of a country 
which has restored peace.” 

Asked if he is Armenia's 
new “strongman”, he smiled 
enigmatically before say- 
ing: "Considering what I 
have done these past 10 
years, you can't call me 
weak." 


Rwandan army kill 6 Hutu 
rebels, two soldiers injured 


KIGALI (AFP) — The 
Rwandan Patriotic Army 
(RPA) killed six Hutu mili- 
tiamen and extremist for- 
mer troops in the northern 
Kinigi region, the private 
Rwandan news agency ARI 
reported Saturday. 

"There was a confronta- 
tion Friday with Hutu mili- 
tia in Kagano. in the region 
of Kinigi,” the army's 
spokesman Major 

Emmanuel Ndahiro was 
quoted as saying, adding 
that the - army had been 
tipped off by the local pop- 


ulation. 


Two soldiers were injured 
during the operation, the 
report said. 

Meanwhile an army offi- 
cer was arrested charged 
with committing an "opera- 
tional error" during the 
attack by Hutu rebels that 
killed 34 civilians and 
injured 13 in Rwanda’s 
northern Ruhengeri 

province, ARI reported. 

The officer, head of the 
RPA army in the region. 


was arrested for not inter- 
vening during the attack. 
His superiors were also 
being questioned. Maj. 
Ndahiro told ARI. 

A rebel band of undis- 
closed size, consisting of 
troops of the ex-Rwandan 
Armed Forces (FAR) and 
Interahamwe militiamen, 
raided Nkuli, 15 kilometres 
from Ruhengeri town, 
Wednesday night, killing 
30 people on the spot Four 
later died of their wounds. 

The assailants, who were 
armed with gtlns, ' knives 

off the main road between 
Ruhengeri and Gisenyi on 
the border with the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) before their 
assault the region's prefect 
said. 

The Hutu rebels fled into 
to nearby forest after the 
attack. • 

The army attacked rebels 
in and around Nkuli Friday. 
“We took the enemy by sur- 
prise, and we suffered no 


losses," Maj. Ndahiro said. 

Attacks have been 
stepped up notably since 
the beginning of the year. 
At the end of last month, 
some 300 rebels killed 
eight civilians and lost two 
of their own Dumber during 
another attack on Kinigi. 
On Jan. 14, the Tutsi-led 
army said it had killed 24 
rebels, who had been 
denounced by local people 
as they retreated into the 
hills. 

Many armed Rwandan 
Hutus fled with hundreds of 
-thousands- -oC-re&gees into 
the DRC, then Zaire, as the 
Tutsis won in July 1994 
after the killing of between 
500,000 and 800.000 Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus by 
Hutu extremists. 

Most of the refugees have 
since returned, while undis- 
closed but large numbers 
are reported by humanitari- 
an organisations to have 
died directly or indirectly in 
ethnic strife and its effects 
across the troubled region. 


Kashmir bomb blast kills 5 of family 


SRINAGAR, India (Rj 
— Five members of the 
same family were killed 
in a bomb explosion in 
India’s troubled state of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
police said Sunday. 

They said a bomb went 
off in a house that 
belonged to a separatist 
guerrilla Saturday night 
near Chatrgul village of 
Kangan area, about 35 
km northeast of the 
state's summer capital 
Srinagar. 

"Three women and two 
men of a family were 
killed in the explosion. 
The family belongs to a 
Hizb-Ul-Mujahideen 
militant," a police offi- 


cial told Reuters. 

Hizb-Ul-Mujahideen is 
fighting for Kashmir to 
be merged with neigh- 
bouring^Pakistan. 

The house was com- 
pletely destroyed in the 
explosion, police said. 

In another incident, 
Indian paramilitary 
forces killed four sepa- 
ratist guerrillas in a gun- 
battle near Chamberas 
village of Poonch dis- 
trict, ' about 480 km 
southwest of Srinagar. 

Three soldiers were 
also 1 injured in the 
encounter, police said. 

Nearly a dozen mili- 
tant groups are fighting 
New Delhi's rule in 


Jammu and Kashmir, 
India’s only Muslim- 
majority state. 

India, which controls 
two-thirds of the 
Himalayan region of 
Kashmir, accuses 

Pakistan of arming and 
training Kashmiri guer- 
rillas. 

Pakistan, which rules 
the remaining one third, 
says it only provides 
political and diplomatic 
support. 

Police and hospitals 
say more than 25,000 
people have been killed 
in the eight-year-oid 
rebellion in the 
Himalayan region. 


Aftershocks 


claim more 


victims in 
northern 


Afghanistan 


DUSHANBE (AFP) — Two 
major aftershocks claimed 
more victims in northern 
A fghanistan ’s quake-stricken 
Takhar province, an Afghan 
embassy spokesman in the 
Tajik capital said Sunday. 

The spokesman told AFP 
that the aftershocks late 
Saturday and early Sunday 
claimed at least-250 mwe-teves- 
and injured 50 people. 

International aid workers 
said as many as 3300 people 
may have been killed and more 
than 15,000 left homeless as a 
result of the initial quake which 
smick Wednesday. 

Two top United Nations 
relief workers arrived in 
Tajikistan Sunday to coordi- 
nate the delivery of humanitar- 
ian aid to quake victims. 

They planned to tour the epi- 
centre of the quake and its sur- 
rounding areas by helicopter to 
assess victims’ needs, but poor 
weather conditions forced the 
flight to be delayed. 

The UN. representatives 
said blankets, food, medicine 
and tents were already arriving 
in the northern Afghan city of 
Feyzbad from where they 
would be delivered to the 
stricken region. 

Also, supplies stored in the 
war-shattered capital Kabul 
were being prepared for 
despatch to the area. 

Sunday ICRCand Red Cross 
Federation workers were fly- 
ing to the area, to coordinate 
the early stages of what looks 
to become a massive relief 


operation. 

The European Commission 
Humanitarian Office (ECHO) 
announced Saturday it had set 
aside a fund of $22 million to 
be made available immediately 
to the relief effort. 


Elita Georgiadis says she wants to 

i 

divorce hu$band, marry de Klerk 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Elita Georgiadis, the 
long-time lover of Frederik 
de Klerk, has asked her 
Greek shipping tycoon hus- 
band for a divorce so she 
can marry the former South 
African president, accord- 
ing to reports Sunday. 

Rapport newspaper said 
Tony Georgiadis was trying 
to win back his wife's affec- 
tions but has admitted he 
will not be able to stop her 
if she is determined to leave 
him and their three children. 

. Mr. de Klerk, 61. owned 
up to a long-standing affair 
last month with 45-year-old 
Mrs. Georgiadis and spoke 


of how ! they both tried to 
fight against their feelings. 


Mr. ,de Klerk’s . wife 


Mari ke has said there has 
been no talk of divorce but 
radio reports said this week 
she and Mr. de Klerk had 
separated. 

Mr. de Klerk has refused 
any further comment. 

Repport said Mrs. 
Georgiadis told a friend she 
wants as a divorce settle- 
ment the family wine farm 
in Paarl, near Cape Town, 
their luxury apartment in 
London and more than one 
million rand ($ 200 , 000 ) a 


year. 

She . believes, however. 


the London apartment will 
be too small when she and 
Mr. de Klerk share it after 
they are married. 

Tire former president 
who in 1993 jointly shared 
the Nobel Peace prize with 
President Nelson Mandela 
for his efforts in disman- 
tling apartheid, receives 
numerous invitations inter- 
nationally as a speaker and, 
according to Rapport, is 
considering a number of 
options that will see him 
permanently abroad. 

One of these, the newspa- 
per said, is as professor — 
Mr. de Klerk is a highly- 
trained lawyer — at the 


LTniversity of 

Massachusetts in Boston, 
U.S.. though the university 
has denied this. 

Mrs. Georgiadis, the 
report added, has told 
friends she “feels like 
Princess Diana” because of 
the all the publicity she has 
attracted since her affair 
with Mr. de . Klerk was 
brought into the open. 

She adds that Mr. de 
Klerk is a “king” who shall 
reach even further heights 
once he is married to her. 

She also claimed she can 
manipulate South African 
newspapers “with her little 
finger." 



Britain’s Prince Charles accepts flowers from former sex workers from India at an 
institution in Kathmandu (Reuters photo) 


Prince Charles visits Nepalese 


women rescued from prostitution 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Prince Charles Sunday paid 
a visit to a shelter for 
Nepalese women and girls- 
rescued from brothels in 
India and shook hands with 
a group who are HIV posi- 
tive, officials said. 

The shelter, set up with 
British aid. houses 135 des- 
titute women and girls, giv- 
ing them training and edu- 
cation so that they can start 
a new life. 

A management official at 
centre told AFP that 50 of 
them were rescued from 
Bombay and other brothels 
in India. Some fourteen of 
the women who are HIV 
positive discussed with 
Prince Charles the dangers 
of HTV and Acquired 
Imm une Deficiency 

Syndrome. 

According to officials, 
there are more than 100.000 
Nepalese women trapped in 
the flesh trade in India, after 
being sold abroad for about 
$ 1 , 000 . 

Most come from the poor 


regions of north and west- 
ern Nepal, where the peo- 
ples economic conditions 
-are -very bad. 

'In the Sindhuli district 
140 kilometres northeast of 
Kathmandu, some ethnic 
groups celebrate the birth of 
a baby girl as they consider 
she will be a good source of 
income when she grows up. 

Young match makers 
roam the villages, and par- 
ents are paid up to S300 for 
their daughters and told the 
girls will be employed 
either in the film industry or 
in good jobs in India, said 
Anuradha KoiraJa. execu- 
tive chairman of the Maiti- 
Nepal refuge. 

"Once the girls land in the 
brothels it is not possible for 
them to be rescued unless 
they are thrown out by the 
match makers after con- 
tracting HTV or AIDS," an 
official said. 

There are several Women 
Welfare Societies in Nepal 
working to rescue the 
women from the brothels. 


with the help of the Indian 
police. Up to 500 women 
were rescued last year, and 
there are negotiations 
between the two countries 
on how to stop the trade. 

Earlier the prince had vis- 
ited a British-aided school 
where he chatted with some 
of the boys and girls about 
their studies and unveiled a 
plaque to declare the school 
open. 

Later Sunday the prince 
flew for Pokbara, where he 
was received by King 
Birendra and Queen 
Aishworya at their mini 
palace built on the banks of 
the Phewa Lake. 

He was due to fly later to 
Besi Sabar and Lamjung 
two Gurkha villages to 
inspect some of the British- 
aided rural development 
projects and the Gurkha 
Welfare Camp. 

Prince Charles was sched- 
uled to return Kathmandu 
later Sunday for a dinner to 
be hosted by the British 
ambassador. 


.Oscar: nominees to be announced 


after vast publicity blitz 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Hollywood is counting the 
votes for Oscar nominees 
to be announced Tuesday, 
culminating a frenetic, 
months-long advertising 
campaign. 

Movie studios, which 
always begin their pitches 
with the simple phrase 
"For your consideration," 
have spent millions in 
their attempt to persuade 
the 5,173 voting members 
of the Academy of Motion 
Pictures, Arts and 
Sciences to give their 
films and actors a shot at 
winning the fabled golden 


statue. 

Whole pages of Daily 
Variety and The 
Hollywood Reporter, pub- 
lications that are required 
reading for the entertain- 
ment industry, have been 
loaded for months with 
colour advertisements 
touting the movies that 
producers hope will be in 
the running for the Oscars. 

The vast advertisement 
effort is geared at refresh- 
ing the memories of the 
Academy voters — or, 
sometimes, to get them to 
watch their movies, given 
that there are’ 275 movies 
eligible for the 70th annu- 
al Academy Awards. 

"Nothing changes the 
mind of die voter if they 
didn’t like the film,” said 
Tony Angellotti. who 


heads Miramax's aggres- 
sive media campaign. 

A media campaign how- 
ever "might remind them 
if they liked it and what 
did they liked about it" 
Mr. Angellotti said. 

With this in mind, mar- 
keting executives began 
mobilising early this year 
to decide which movies 
they would throw their 
marketing and advertise- 
ment efforts behind. 

Paramount began its 
publicity blitz with “In 
and Out’’ in the Oct. 7 edi- 
tion - of Daily Variety. 
Since then, the publication 
has pumped out 440 pages 
of publicity in its daily 
edition and 160 in its 
weekly edition. Each full- 
colour page costs $ 10 , 000 . 

From its Beverly Hills 
headquarters, the 

Academy keeps a close 
eye on the publicity cam- 
paigns to ensure that stu- 
dios distribute only mater- 
ial that will help members 
judge the artistic and tech- 
nical merits of a film. 

After a brief Christmas 
break, the “for your con- 
sideration" announce- 
ments began again on Jan. 
9, the day the Academy 
sent out ballots to its 
members. The deadline for_ 
returning the ballots was’ 
Jan. 30. 

The large number of 
movies that can be consid- 


ered for nomination has 
forced the studios to focus 
mainly on well-reviewed 
films. The goal is to get 
the movie they support in 
as one of the five final 
contenders in the most 
important 24 categories in 
the competition. 

Film critic groups both 
in Los Angeles and New 
York heaped awards on 
“L.A. Confidential," and 
Warner Brothers picked up 
the cue and vigorously 
promoted the movie as an 
Oscar favourite . . . until 
“Titanic" appeared to be 
the runaway favourite. 

“Titanic" swept past 
“L.A. Confidential," with 
its backers spending huge- 
ly on promotions, both for 
audiences and to get 
Academy members' atten- 
tion. Efforts for both films 
could pay off wheat the 
Oscars are announced 
March 23. 

The Wings of the Dove 
(Miramax), In and Out 
(Paramount). As Good As 
It Gets 

(TriStar/Columbia), 
Amistad (DreamWorks), 
Wag The Dog (New Line 
Cinema). Titanic 

(Paramount/Fox) and The 
Apostle (October Films) 
have all been heavily pro- 
moted in Daily Variety. 


Search abandoned for 30 missing 
after Chinese ship capsizes 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Rescuers Sunday called 
off their search for some 
30 Chinese seaman miss- 
ing after their ship, the 
Fei Cui Hai. sank in the 
South China Sea. 

The ship went down 
Saturday after sending a 
distress signal while sail- 
ing from India to the 
southern Chinese city of 
Nanjing. government 
radio here reported. 


Insurers Lloyds of 
London said the search 
operation was called off 
Sunday morning, after 
only four of the 34-mem- 
ber crew had been picked 
up. 

According to one sur- 
vivor, only five crew 
members had been able to 
abandon ship with their 
lifejackets before the 
32.000 tonne vessel sank. 

Lloyds quoted the cap- 


tain of one oCtwo ships 
that initially responded to 
the distress signal as say- 
ing there was no longer 
any hope of finding more 
survivors. 

The rescue operation 
was being coordinated by 
the Singapore Maritime 
Coordination Centre as 
the ship went down with- 
in its search area, a Hong 
Kong government 
spokesman said. 


Okinawa 
holds 
mayoral 
poll onUi$, 








TOKYO (AFP) — : 


Nago Sunday in a mayoral 
race sparked by. the prajx&d 
construction of an ofishae 
U.S. military befipoi^offr 
rials said. .'&r 

Nago’s 38300 votec^ero 
-elect a new mayor following 
the resignation of Tecdya 
Higa in December after be 
gave his approval for die teb- 
port despite a majority 
vote in a referendum. 

Voter turnout at the city’s n 
balloting stations was esti- 
mated at 82.4 percent. 

Final results are npt expect- 
ed until late Sunday. 

Prime Minister RyutanJ 
Hashimoco declined to com? 
meat on the local polL 
"It is what Nago dtizens 
decide,” Jiji Press quoted fe 
premier as telling repcflos jt 
his residence. 

There are three Candidas 
— Yoshikazu Tamaki -front 
the Social Democratic Parry, 
Tareo Kishimoto supported 
by the tiding Liberal 
Democratic Party; and 
Kiyoshi Tsujiyama wafa 
backing from smaUergrouja 
Ybtes were expected to be 
closely dhdd^beiweenjtfc 
Tamaki, a 49-year-old timer 
Okinawa assembly member 
opposing the beliporc affl Nk 
Kishimoto, a 54-year-ridfot- 
mer deputy mayor oTNagjf 
promoting foe project, - 
T would be very happy ifl 
can post a landslide ^ victory 
and show the local opurion 
(opposing the heliport) dear- 
ly,” Mr. Tamaki told reporters 
as he cast his balkx. 

Okinawa Governor 
Masahide Ota, ’who 

announced his opposition to 
the heliport Riday, backed 
Mr- TarrakL ’ 

Mr. Tamaki was-also sip- 
ported by foe Jap® 

Communist Party and the 
Democratic Party, which was 
established in 1996 with©- 
eral'forces. 

Mn Kishimoto said 'Mien 
casting his vote thaLbe ; bad 
done his best and wedd* 
“leave foe rest to heaven.” 

A Tamaki victory could pd 
a freeze on the plan toTiufr 
foe floating beEport: and 
reduce bases on Okiiiawa, 
while if Ml Kjsfiimpto 
should win it wouM provide 
Tokyo with a foodwkf jhr 
working towards foe realisa- 
tion of foe project .. .. 

The heliport was a precon- 
dition for foe U.S. Maris 
Corps quitting Futenma air 
base in Ginowan, Okinawa, 
to reduce the U.S. nrifiay 
presence on the island where 
the 1995 rape of a 12-yrar-oid 
girl by three U.S. servicemen 
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unleashed a tide of anger. ^ x 


Okinawa accounts for 
per cent of Japan’s tool land- 

but hosts about three quaiw? 

of U.S. military Polities in 
the country and some.27,000 
of foe 47,000 American 
troops in Japan. 

In the Nago referendum on 
Dec. 21. 16,639 voters reject- 
ed the construction pi® 
against 14,267 who approved 

iL 

While opponents to & 
heliport cite envircomei®* 
concerns and more US. mffi- 
tary intrusion in their lfr® 5 - 
others support foe P*® 
because of the central gorem- 
ment's promise totals mea- 
sures id boost the regional 
economy. . .. 

If the heliport goes ahead » 
will be built above foe 558 
east of Nago, about 60 kfr 
metres northeast- JJ 
Okinawa's prefectnral capi^ 
of Naha, arid inside car arts® 
foe coral reef off the sub-wp 
ical coast ■ 

A television camera leces* 
ly caught foe image of 3 
dugong, seen T as an.enda^ 
gered specks, (xuising 
area, fuelling protests ft ® 11 
environmental activists. . 

The structure,; meas®'®? 
1,600 metres by 500 
is considered necessary ® 
dose down foe Futenma 
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Hindu leader vows to block 
Sonia Gandhi as Indian PM 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
firebrand Hindu leader 
Sunday vowed to prevent 
ltalian-bum Sonia Gandhi 
from becoming the prime 
minister of India, the Press 
Trust of India (PT1> 
reported. 

B al Thackcra\. chief uf 
the Shiv Sena party, said; 
“Thin country is not so 
bereft of leadership and 
capable persons that it will 
allow- a foreign lud\ tu 
rule it." 

Mr. Thackeray <aid he 
agreed with centrist politi- 
cian George Fernandes 
that India needed a const i- 


furional amendment to 
prevent a "foreigner" from 
becoming prime minister. 

Mr. Thackeray said large 
numbers o! \oters were 
flocking to Sonia Gandhi's 
election meetings across 
the country because "she 
is a new model and people 
are fU\i curious to see 
her." 

PTI quoted him as say- 
ing in the western eii\ of 
Nagpur that there "would 
be a strong reaction if 
Sonia Gandhi becomes 
prime minister.” 

The Shiv Sena, which 
rules the western state of 


Maharashtra including 
India's commercial hub 
Bombay, is allied with 
Hindu nationalists, who 
are expected to top 
upcoming national elec- 
tions hut fall short of an 
absolute majority. 

Sonia Gandhi, who mar- 
ried Indian former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 
1968. has emerged as the 
star campaigner for her 
slain husband's Congress 
party. 

She “became an Indian 
citizen in 1986 and speaks 
Hindi, the country's main 
language. 
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boycott, parliament session resumes 


DHAKA (AFP) — The 
Bangladeshi opposition 
ebminu'ed its boycott of 
parliament as the new year 
session resumed Sunday 
with the government reifer- 
r , ating it was rcadv for talks 

t 0 end the impasse. 

cS-lbll'hrJ If. I" • <!< P;irii:inir-ni rorr 

„T..| 
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Parliament reconvened 
after a 16-duy holiday amid 
signs the government was 
lx* ready to offer some conccs- 

•j. >nc ni* (ei i W-- s ions to opposition 
"L-j.- tor in w IE demands. 

A LjiliIj wm?.. Itfl • The main opposition 
.! iret^oiubepU ^'Bangladesh Nationalist 
the rVuiia; to: ^ Party (BNP) and its ally the 
reducr x fi •**«» fundamentalist Jamaat-e- 
-.i ntlc if Mr k '~ f Islami were absent as the 
nhiHtlJ winii»'W ' BNP pressed for the gov- 
Tolw’.o ttthjst v emment to fulfil its three 
.jiingtiMBS' demands to end the boy- 

cott The BNP wants 
alleged "political" criminal 
investigations against its 
members withdrawn, rallies 
to be allowed al two central 
Dhaka sites including the 
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main Manik Mia Avenue, 
and the restoration of a bai- 
ley-bridge connecting BNP 
founder Ziaur Rahman's 
grave to a road over a lake. 

Telecommunications 
Minister and gt>\ emment 
negotiator Muhammad 
Nasim told the mass circu- 
lation daily lttefaq that if 
the BNP agreed to sii for 
talks **wc can consider their 
demands over holding pub- 
lic rallies at the Manik Mia 
Avenue and political cases 
with police.” 

Mr. Nasim expressed 
government indignation 
over a BNP cull for a gener- 
al strike Tuesday in 
Chittagong to coincide with 
an historic weapons surren- 
der ceremony, marking the 
end of a two-decade old 
tribal insurgency in south- 
eastern hills. 

"We had progressed a lot 
in ending the stalemate, but 


the BNP’s call for a general 
strike was unexpected,” Mr. 
Nasim said. 

"I appeal to them to call 
off the strike and sii for 
talks as I believe many 
among the opposition will 
agree there is no need for 
the action ... it is a strike 
against peace," he said. 

The BNP over the week- 
end turned down fresh calls 
from the ruling Awami 
League for talks to end the 
parliamentary impasse. 

It said talks could be held 
only after the Awami 
League met its three-point 
demands. It has also called 
for the peace treaty signed 
in December between the 
government -and tribal 
insurgents in the southeast- 
ern hills to be scrapped. 

The BNP has not attended 
parliamentary sessions 
since August as pan of its 
ami-government campaign. 
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Scientist claims homosexuals’ 


2^':- fingerprints more similar to women’s 
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LONDON (AFP) — A 
British scientist studying 
the roots of male sexuality 
has discovered that homo- 
sexual men’s fingerprints 
are more similar to 
women's than heterosexual 
men’s, a repon said 
Sunday. 

In a two-year study. 
Professor Richard Green of 


London's Charing Cross 
Hospital and the Institute of 
Criminology at Cambridge 
University found that 
although fingerprints arc 
unique to each individual, 
said the Sunday Times, 
both men and women have 
more ridges on their right 
hand than on their left. 

The study found, howev- 


er. that the difference was 
less marked in women and 
about third of gay men. 

The paper said the study 
added weight to the theory 
that homosexual men have 
a genetic disposition to 
ihcir sexuality, and might 
lead to fingerprint studies 
of dead celebrities to deter- 
mine their sexuality. 


Helicopter crash in * 
Russian Far East kills one 


A lL ' lcV .''W- 


■it’d p* 


X\< 

fliiw’ 111 

vlJtS 1 


Itjl-' 


tfl'V 




(AFP) — A 
helicopter crash in the 
Russian Far East Sunday 
killed one passenger and 
injured another. Russian 
news agencies reported. 

The Kamchatka Airlines 
Mi-8 helicopter was car- 
rying three crew' mem- 
bers, 1 1 passengers, and a 
tonne of cargo when it 
crashed while on a regular 
flight. 

Interfax said the dead 
passenger was a J 7-year- 
old girl who died from 
loss of blood, and the 
injured a seven-year-old 


boy who was hospitalised 
with severe head injuries. 

The So\iet-era Mi- 8 
helicopter is in wide- 
spread use in Russia, 
notably in the armed 
forces, ministry of emer- 
gencies and civil aviation, 
but in rhe last year its rep- 
utation as a sturdy work- 
horse was marred by sev- 
eral fatal crashes. 

In Sept. 10 people died 
in two crashes involving 
interior ministry Mi-8s in 
Siberia and the Urals. 

In November an Mi-8 
belonging to the emergen- 


cies ministry crashed off 
the Russian Black Sea 
resort of Sochi, killing 
five. 

After these and other air 
disasters last year Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
ordered aviation officials 
to tighten up air safety 
procedures. 

Also, in January an Mi- 
8 currying members of 
Mr. Yeltsin's family and 
top aides made an emer- 
gency landing after an 
alarm on board erro- 
neously signalled a tire in 
one of its engines. 
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Tigers blunt Sri Lanka’s bloodiest 
battle, toll claims hit 750 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
LunkaN biggest and bloodi- 
est military drive against 
Tamil Tiger rebels has been 
.stalled by fierce counter 
attacks that left more than 
750 combatants dead, 
according to claims by both 
sides. 

Troops had been poised to 
mount a fresh advance from 
the northern town of 
Kilinochchi to capture a key 
highway after Wednesday’s 
independence golden 
jubilee celebrations, mili- 
tary sources said. 

The army had been aim- 
ing to push into territory 
iieJd by the LTTE and open 
the 76-kilometres stretch of 
highway which they have 
been battling to capture 
since May 13. 


But fierce lighting erupted 
a week ago near 
Kilinochchi and the nearby 
Elephant Pass military 
bases, claiming some of the 
heaviest tolls in the nine- 
inonth campaign dubbed 
"Sure Victory." 

"The latest attacks by the 
LTTE no doubt will delay 
the operation to take the 
road," a defence source here 
said. 

"Tigers knew the army 
would start pushing again 
after the golden jubilee and 
that is why they launched 
the attacks." 

Two army divisions, or 
20, 000 soldiers, are fighting 
to open the land route to the 
northern peninsula of Jaffna 
which can currently only be 
supplied via expensive and 


dangerous air and sea trans- 
port. 

The army has already lost 
more than 1,100 men and 
many more have been 
wounded since the opera- 
tion was launched in May. 

Control of the highway is 
also vital for the army to 
corner the Tigers who were 
driven out of Jaffna in 
December 1995. Half a mil- 
lion Tamil civilians returned 
tu Jaffna, leaving rebel-held 
areas al ter the army took the 
peninsula. 

The loss of the highway 
would push the rebels fur- 
ther into the northeastern 
jungles w iih fewer civilians 
under their control. 

In the latest bout of fight- 
ing which erupted a week 
ago in Kilinochchi. the final 


bastion of the Tigers that 
wa» captured by troops in 
September 1996, and the 
Elephant Pass military base, 
the rebels claimed killing 
300 government troops 
while the array said they 
killed over 450 Tigers. 

The Tigers, in a statement 
sent here from their office 
in London, said they were 
in control of Kilinochchi, a 
claim denied by the Sri 
Lankan security forces. 

However, military sources 
said the military has Iosl its 
bunkers along the first line 
of defence on ihe southern 
edge of the town. 

the military had planned 
to move soldiers south- 
wards from Kilinochchi and 
link up with their col- 
leagues moving north from 


the original column that 
mounted the offensive from 
the town of Vavuniya, 250 
kilometres north of here. 

They must cover about 40 
kilometres along the main 
A-9 highway although the 
military says army flanks 
have moved much closer 
while travelling cross coun- 
try through thick jungle ter- 
rain on either side of the 
road. 

Junior Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwane had 
vowed the road would be 
open in time for the coun- 
try's independence 50th 
anniversary which fell 
Wednesday. 

He blamed the delay was 
on monsoon rains, which he 
said bogged down heavy 
armour. 


‘Balloon landing a triumph for Myanmar’s generals’ 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Myanmar’s much reviled 
military junta scored a rare 
public relations victory by 
allowing a European balloon 
lo land after its bid to orbit 
the globe was thwarted by 
Chinn's bureaucracy, ana- 
lysts said. 

The B railing Orbit er 2 
made a text- book landing 
north of Yangon (Rangoon) 
Saturday after generals gave 
an unusual green light for it 
to enter the country, isolated 
by the West over criticisms 
of its dismal human rights 
record. 

Thousands of excited local 
villagers rushed by foot and 
bicycle to the site about 160 
kilometres north of Yangon 
as the balloon finished a 10- 
day journey that smashed the 
non-stop flight record. 

The government, air force, 
and army cut through red 
tape, rushed technical 
arrangements for the com- 
plex operation and helped 
orchestrate the touch-down 
in the dusty hamlet of 


Okethwin, observers said. 

Yangon also took the high- 
ly unusual step of granting 
instant visas to scores of tele- 
vision and prim journalists to 
cover the arrival of the cele- 
brated craft, a marked con- 
trast to its usual reluctance to 
admit foreign reporters. 

"They really pushed out 
the boat after seizing on the 
unexpected occasion to show 
they were ready to help and 
lo cooperate with the bal- 
loonists after they had to 
change course and end their 
voyage," a local analyst said. 

"It demonstrated a rarelv- 
seen awareness of Lhe power 
of the foreign media and its 
views towards Burma by 
subtly using China's initial 
reftisal to welcome the bal- 
loon to show up its own will- 
ingness to help," a Western 
observer said. 

Beijing had initially denied 
the balloon overflight rights 
and reversed the decision 
only after the Orbiter had 
missed a crucial fast jetsream 
that ,\ypuld have powered it 


over East Asia. 

The crew and oiguniscrs 
decided to abandon the 
round-the-world bid 

Wednesday, but were intent 
on keeping the craft up long 
enough to shatter the 12- 
year-old endurance record. 

Myanmar (Burma) granted 
gave the so ahead lor the 
balloon ro overfly or land 
there immediately after the 
Swiss organisers of the 
attempt to circle the earth 
requested it Thursday. 

Orbiter Flight Director 
.Alan Noble said visas for the 
five-man team that flew in 
Friday from Geneva to help 
recover the 65-metre balloon 
were granted in a record four 
hours, as were the visas for a 
battalion of Swiss reporters 
travelling with the team. 

“I don’t know how often 
that happens, but it was pret- 
ty impressive.” he told AFP. 
‘The Myanmar authorities 
have given us all the assis- 
tance that we need, they have 
been really amazing," he 
said. 


Mr. Noble and his team 
were rushed to the landing 
site by air force helicopter 
Saturday morning to meet 
the Orbiter when it came 
down gently more than 
seven hours earlier than 
expected. 

Its descent was guided by 
Myanmar air traffic con- 
trollers. while scores of 
armed soldiers were 
deployed around the craft 
when it landed as locals 
thronged into the area. 

A retinue of reporters 
dashed by road and air from 
Yangon to photograph and 
interview the crew as they 
emerged from after their 
8.400 kilometre journey a 
quarter of the way around the 
world. 

"The welcome of the 
Myanmar people and the 
help of the authorities with 
our landing has been excel- 
lent." pilot Bertrand Piccard 
told reporters when asked by 
a local reporter if the crew 
had ncdqed any signs of 
repression." 


Television pictures of the 
arrival — and of junta sol- 
diers shooting holes in the 
balloon's canopy with auto- 
matic rifles to deflate it after 
a technical failure — were 
flashed across the globe. 

The event even got cover- 
age in Myanmar’s staid offi- 
cial media late Saruiday and 
Sunday on one of the rare 
occasion where the state 
press and the international 
media corps worked on the 
same story. "It was all done 
very smoothly, despite plans 
being upset by the balloon's 
early arrival and although 
few journalists have been 
allowed to cover events bene 
for the past year.” one for- 
eign reporter said. 

But while the media offen- 
sive appeared to score points 
for the government, its battle 
to be seen as internationally 
palatable will be won only 
once it has convinced the 
West that it is making real 
efforts to stamp out political 
and ethnic repression, ana- 
lysts said. 


Carl Wilson, 
guitarist for 
surf rock 
band The 
Beach Boys, 
dies 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) 

— Carl Wilson, co- 
founder and lead gui- 
tarist of the California 
surf-rock band The 
Beach Boys, has died 
of complications from 
lun^ cancer, local radio 
reported late Saturday. 
He was 51. 

Wilson died here late 
Friday with his family 
at his side, the station 
said. 

The Beach Boys — 
Wilson, his brothers 
Dennis and Brian and 
(heir cousin Mike Love 

— had a siring of 
1960s hits abour surf, 
sun, cars and girls 
including ”1 Get 
Around". "California 
Girls", and "Good 
Vibrations." 

Critics often cite their 
"Pet Sounds" album us 
one of the all-time 
greatest rock and roll 
albums and former 
Bealle Paul McCartney 
has acknowledged it us 
an inspiration for the 
fab four's 1967 "Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band." 

Wilson was first 
diagnosed with cancer 
in 1997. local radio 
reported. 

The Beach Boys were 
founded in 1961. 
Wilson broke with the 
band in 1981 to Lry a 
solo career, but soon 
returned. 

The Beach Boys were 
inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hull of Fame 
in 1988. 
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Self-defeating arrogance 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is exploiting the situation in Lraq to 
target Iran as a potential threat to its own secu- 
rity. Speaking to foreign ambassadors posted in 
Israel Friday, he called on the international 
community to go beyond the concern over 
Iraq's alleged possession, manufacture or 
deployment of non-conventional weapons and 
target as well what he called Tehran's own 
mass-destruction weapons programme. “There 
has been very little attention at all given to 
threats of at least a similar magnitude, taking 
place in Iran, Netanyahu told the diplomats. 
“Iran is not subject to U.N. inspections, Iran is 
not subject to the threat of sanctions, and there- 
fore programmes to develop ballistic missiles 
and non-conventional weapons can actually 
proceed unimpeded." 

What can be more audacious and arrogant for 
a leader to lash out at other countries for pos- 
sessing or attempting to possess mass -destruc- 
tion weapons when his own state is accused of 
manufacturing illegally some 200 nuclear war- 
heads. advanced biological and chemical arse- 
nals with means of delivery capable of reaching 
targets thousands of miles away? The least 
Netanyahu could do in his talk to the ambas- 
sadors is offer some sort of compromise where 
Israel would get rid of its stockpiles of weapons 
in return for reciprocal steps by perceived 
enemy states. But for the Israeli prime minister 
to lecture the world on the evils of non-conven- 
tional weapons while proceeding full blast with 
developing his own is hypocritical at best. 

Unless of course he thinks that Israel belongs 
to another category- of privileged nations which 
are exempt from similar restrictions, it is on for 
him or anybody else to be that cynic3L n Iffl£T 
would be deceiving itself if it continues toenter- 
talu the hypothesis that‘ n after building* up its 
own mass-destruction weapons it can keep 
other countries in the area from acquiring sim- 
ilar capabilities, for they too feel threatened by 
the designs and expansionism of such politicians 
as the ones ruling the Jewish state today. 

It is incumbent on all countries in the Middle 
East, including Israel, to work towards disar- 
mament Current efforts against Iraq and 
maybe Iran might force them to slow down the 
pace of acqnlring weapons of all kinds but they 
are bound to fail in the long run, especially if the 
region does not find its way to peace and sta- 
bility. The only way Israel can allay its fears 
from any and all threats is to respect interna- 
tional legality and implement U.N. Security 
Council resolutions concerning its conflict with 
the Arab World. Only by being law-abiding, less 
arrogant and more forthcoming in respecting 
its own commitments under the peace accords 
can Israel succeed in making this region of the 
world a zone free from all mass-destruction 


weapons. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Rai's Munes Razzaz Sunday expressed admiration 
of King Hasson II of Morocco for offering the leader of 
the opposition in the country the chance to form a new 
government. Abdul Rahman Al Yusufi is known as the 
leader of a parliamentary group opposing the tradition- 
al government* in Morocco, bur King Hassan chose to 
appoint him prime minister in order to enhance the 
process of democracy in the country- said the writer. 
With this move King Hassan has set a good example for 
the rest of the Arab World and has set the stage for 
rotating the helm of government in Morocco, some- 
thing previously unknown to the country, added the 
writer. He said Arab states which used to have a taste of 
democracy before the 1960s were plagued by the mili- 
tary coups which brought army officers to rule, result- 
ing in the collapse of democracy and tragedies such as 
the 1967 war when the Arabs lost Palestine and the 1991 
Gulf war which brought a bigger catastrophe to the 
Arab Nation. 


Al Aswaq's Rashid Hassan expressed concern over 
the life of Jordanian pharmacists who are prone to 
attacks by drug addicts who. he said, would not stop at 
committing murders in order to obtain drugs. The 
writer sakfnor only should the pharmacists be allowed 
to carrv suns and be trained in their use but cameras 
should also be fixed at the entrance of every drug store 
to monitor those coming and going into the place. The 
writer said that since the assailants are after drugs the 
government can. as an alternative measure, arrange for 
medicines which coujd be used as narcotics to be 
removed from all drug stores and instead placed in a 
specific number of pharmacies connected to hospitals 
strictly guarded bv security officers who can ensure 
protection to the pharmacists and the drugs alike. The 
writer said that above all the repeated attacks on phar- 
macies should serve as a sign to the concerned authori- 
ties that drus addiction is on the rise in Jordan requir- 
ing immediate action at the national level to deal with 
this serious development. 


Aqaba, finally a freeport 


MANY TIMES, the concept of a 
freeport/special economic zone is 
confused with free zones, even 
though the distinctions between 
the two are unique and should be 
made clear. A freeport/special 
economic zone has the following 
characteristics: occupies a large 
area of land that ranges between 
20-5000 km2; has a diversified 
economic base wherein goods 
and services, including tourism 
and off-shore banking, flourish in 
such a diverse and free environ- 
ment; all goods that are used in 
trade, indusfry and consumption 
are allowed into the freeport duty 
free; provides for uncomplicated 
business startups due to little or 
no red tape (something which has 
been sited frequently in the past 
as a cause of lack of foreign 
investment in Jordan); offers 
minimal regulatory and tax 
restraints; domestic sales are 
unrestricted within the freeport 
area and domestic sales are 
allowed outside the freeport upon 
payment of full duty. There are 
several examples around the 
world of freeports such as Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Bahamas, 
Subic, and Batam among others. 
(The Jebei Ali Free Zone is not a 
freeport area.) 

On the other hand, an industrial 
free zone like the one in the north 
of Jordan usually encompasses a 
small area such as an industrial 
park with a focus on industrial 
exporting activities resulting in 
light industry and manufacturing 
development. Duty-free goods 
allowed are primarily capital 
equipment and production inputs. 
Profits tax abatement and regula- 
tory relief such as exemptions 
from foreign exchange controls 
are awarded by the government, 
with domestic sales limited to a 
small portion of production. 

Therefore, freeports are usually 
larger in area with duty and tax 
reductions and exemptions being 
a central feature. Industrial or 
commercial free zones tend to be 
small areas, about one km2 or 
less, and are usually fenced con- 
taining a singular commercial or 
industrial park. 

Freeports encompass a wider 
array of activities while industri- 


al free zones are concerned main- 
ly with industrial activities. 

Why does Jordan need a 
freeport? Jordan needs to attract 
foreign investment. In 1996, 
total new investment in Jordan 
was 5470 million, with foreign 
direct investment (FDI) compris- 
ing only 20 per cent of the total. 
In fact. FDI per capita in 1996 
was almost $14, a dwarfish num- 
ber when compared to the $380 
of FDI per capita in Israel for the 


same year (almost triple all FDI 
per capita in the MENA region 


per capita in the MENA region 
which accounts for 1.9 per cent 
of the world’s FDI). The ratio of 
investment that came from for- 
eigners that year represented only 
20 per cent of all new projects. 

Last year, new investment 
increased slightly by 6.4 per cent 
from its 1 996 level to reach $500 
million. Foreign investment com- 
prised only $82 million ( 16.4 per 
cent) of new investments with the 
majority of the funds coming 
from Arab sources. The limited 
resources for investment promo- 
tion — small market size, inade- 
quate procedures and red tape, 
and. in particular, the lack of pri- 
vate sector participation in infra- 
structure provision — all com- 
bine to limit or retard the attrac- 
tion of new investment to Jordan. 

Again, why does Jordan need a 
freeport? To enhance Jordan’s 
attractiveness of foreign direct 
investment, particularly value- 
added projects, stimulate growth 
in the export sector; generate 
high value manufacturing and 
service jobs; provide a sustain- 
able basis for development; 
accelerate the role of the private 
sector in infrastructure develop- 
ment and provision; and halt the 
decline in the attraction of 
tourism to Aqaba and near areas 
such as Petra by phase out 
Aqaba's total dependence on 
shipping activities and having a 
larger role for tourism. Jordan 
can be a leader in the Middle East 


since the freeport concept is still 
untried in the Middle East. 


The development of the 
Jordanian economy can be great- 
ly enhanced through the estab- 
lishment of a special economic 
zone. A freeport in Aqaba can 


easily and speedily attract foreign 
direct investments to create high- 
tech projects and high-wage jobs, 
thus spearheading the competi- 
tive thrust of the nation. The eco- 
nomic success of such a large and 
diverse area could spillover to 
other parts of the economy. 
(There is no reason for the whole 
of Jordan not to become a special 
economic zone.) And luckily, 
common sense does have its 
underpinnings in theoretical eco- 
nomics; Having an area or indus- 
try lead the growth of a nation is 
a necessary and sufficient condi- 
tion for development, according 
to the works of many intellectual 
economic giants such as Joseph 
Schumpeter and W.W. Rostow. 

Most significantly, one fears 
that, like in the case of privatisa- 
tion. delay and inaction may ren- 
der this vital and extremely bene- 
ficial step outdated and useless as 
other countries proceed faster 
than Jordan in the development 
of their own freeports. This fear 
is based on the clear observation 
of significant developments in 
many of the countries in the 
MENA region toward the cre- 
ation of free industrial zones and 
special economic areas. There is 
the free zone of Abu AJi in Dubai: 
a $3 billion free zone which was 
recently announced by Abu 
Dhabi, Lebanon and Morocco 
recently issued tenders for the 
development and operation of 
private free zones; Egypt has pro- 
posed a freeport/special econom- 
ic zone for the Suez canal region; 
Yemen has a large free zone 
under construction in the port of 
Aden: West Bank and Gaza has a 
minimum of 3 private industrial 
zones under construction; Kuwait 
has a private free zone planned at 
the port of Shuwaikh; and Israel 
has enacted a new Free Economic 
Private Zones Law. 

If there is a message that must 
be passed on and remembered at 
all times is that whether one likej 
it or not Jordan has to compete 
regionally and globally. The 
development march will not wait 
for any one. A freeport today 
would help Jordan lead the 
region, a freeport tomorrow may 
be too late. 


Human Bights File 

Reciprocity — key to 
Iraqi conflict 


By Waked M. Sadi 


.. _ Jill 


IT APPEARS the Iraqi conflict is coming to a bead sooner than later. 
Baghdad is feeing a no-win situation. Iraq is damned if it yields to 
U.S.-UJC pressure and opens up its country completely to UNSCOM 
weapons inspection teams and damned if it does not. This is a typical 
zero-sum game thai must he haunting the regime of PresutauSacklani 
Hussein. The U^.-UJC. alliance against Iraq is also facing a similar 
1 dilemma. Attacking Iraq without full international and regional 
port risks making them them the villains and Iraq the victim. It is also 
not certain that even massive and devastating military strikes against 
Iraq would in uprooting the ruling regime. The probability of ' 

c aus ing high fataEnes among Iraqi civilians in any precipitous attack 
on tire Arab country would play into die hands of the Iraqi authorities. 

Since there can be no absoltae winner or loser in any military con- 
frontation, the parties must redirect their anention in search forrelative 
successes or failures. From Baghdad's own perepective, the lesser evil 
is to attem pt to strike a deal that aims for specific objectives in retun 
for destroying all weapons of mass detraction should they in fact 
exist. Iraq must accept that its situation differs tittle with those of 
Germany and Japan at the end ofW.WJL True Iraq, although defeat- 
ed, is not an occupied country as were Japan and Germany. Yet for all 
intents and purposes, given the extent of control that it is being sub- 
jected by outside forces, it rrrigfjt as well regard itself as an cccupied 
maw unable to exercise its full sovereignty or control over its territory j 
or airspace. Tt« most pressing goals of Iraq should be its national secu- 1 
rity, well-being and territorial integrity and independence inducting of 1 
course ending of all sanctions and embaigoes imposed cn it. If j 
President Saddam Hussein can emerge from his conflict with 
Washington and London assured of these objectives, no price is too 
high, including the opening of all sites in Iraq to international inspec- I 
non — provided of course there is a time frame attached to such a j 
A** 1 An economically strong and politically independent Iraq can do | 
wonders for itself and its people. On balance, under this kind of , 
arrangement, Iraq could emerge as the winner. j 

In this vein what comes to mind is the socalled reciprocity basesfor 
ending a standoff between nations. The term ‘Reciprocity" was recent- 
ly coined by Israel as a line of defence against meeting its obligation 1 
under the Oslo accords. Since then President Bill Clinton seem to have 1 
endorsed this Israel criterion as offering the most appropriate quid pro 1 
quo modality for advancing the stalled peace process and ending the 1 
tug-of-war between the Palestinians and the Israelis. Given the ongo- I 
ing standoff between Baghdad and the UN. over providing the 
UNSCOM weapons inspection teams free access to all sites in Iraq 
including the so-called presidential palaces, it appears most appropri- 
ate to inject this reciprocity framework into the deadlock over the Iraqi 


Assuming Iraq is assured in good faith of its most fundamental 
objectives as outlined earlier in return for die foil and unimpeded 
inspection of all sites in Iraq, then the two ideas uouJd have a balanced 
formula under which both Iraq and the U.N. stand to gain. The trouble 
with the thrust of the current U.S.-UJC diplomacy and rralitary pre- 
paredness against Iraq is the obvious fact that it lacks reciprocity in 
Mack and white terms. Instead of pushing the Iraqi authorities to com- 
ply with the relevant UN. Security Council resolutions and provide 
the inspection teams foil and free access to all sites in their country cr 
else, Washington should be spearheading a more equitable crusade 
that promises Iraq its independence, temiorial sovcirignry and integri- 
ty and the lifting of all sanctions against it in return for this free access. 
Moreover, foe time frame should be added to this reciprocity formula 
so that the inspection week would be concluded within a six-month 
period to avoid making it an open-ended exercise. 


Implications of the shallow representations of culture in America 


*7Ve seen the future, 
brother. It is murder ’’ — 
Leonard Cohen 


By Yousef Tuqan Tuqan 


GROWING UP overseas 
and attending American 
Embassy schools. I have 
been exposed to American 
culture in a rather strange 
way. Through my 
American-style education 
and having snippets of 
American culture presented 
to me through my American 
friends and the occasional 
videotapes of football 
games and popular sit-coms, 
I grew up watching America 
from a distance. I must 
admit that although this 
gave me a rather partial and 
distorted view of what 
America was really like, it 
has enabled me to see to the 
heart of America. Through 
my basic American educa- 
tion and the freedom of not 
growing up a slave to televi- 
sion. I have been able to see 
America rather soberly, and 
I can fully appreciate just 
what it is that this country is 
all abouL 

The function of this essay 
is to examine what it means 
to be “American,” and to 
consider what must be done 
in order to prepare this 
country for the future. 
America has little that even 
resembles culture. This is 
caused not only by its youth 
but by the fact that the cul- 
ture presented to Americans 
today through the medium 
of television is cheap, sim- 
ple and is created with the 
maximum effect over the 
shortest period of time in 
mind. This lends itself to lit- 
tle that can be consistent or 
can be branched from into a 
deeper and more defined 
culture. 

America is in a state of 
ideological turmoil. Still 
recovering from the political 
tidal wave of civil rights leg- 
islation, the contradictions 
inherent in this “melting 
pot” society are still widely 
exposed, and America has 
been left scrambling to for- 
mulate a socioeconomic 
policy that will work and 


actually provide “justice for 
all” in being identified as an 
American. 

Although America prides 
itself on the diversity and 
complexity of its multieth- 
nic population, the truth is 
that a lot of what is wrong 
can be attributed to this very 
basic foundation of 
American society. 

Although a multitude of 
ethnic origins can bring 
about a variety of cultures 
and viewpoints, what 
American society has done 
is to force all those willing 
to embrace it to surrender 
their own identity in favour 
of the homogenised end- 
product called America. 

Although this may seem 
reasonable to the standard 
white citizen in the street, 
the ramifications of such an 
ideology are for less reason- 
able. Apart from Native 
Americans, there are no 
groups currently represented 
in the mainstream popula- 
tion that can truly consider 
themselves “American.” 
While any white American 
will be quick to identify 
himself as a “red-blooded” 
true American, the reality of 
the matter is that he is prob- 
ably the third-generation 
descendant of an Irish or 
Italian immigrant who came 
to America at the turn of the 
century in search of a pros- 
perous life. While the enthu- 
siasm immigrants showed in 
assimilating themselves 
with the American main- 
stream has endured and has 
made it relatively easy to 
become “American,” this 
has not applied to. everyone. 

Even in this day and age, 
those who do not fit the 
standard American bill of 
being white and Christian 
have found it difficult to be 
accepted as Americans. 
Americans of African, Asian 
and Hispanic origin have 
been in America as Jong as 
anyone else, and yet the 
physical and social attribut- 
es that separated their ances- 
tors from the white upper- 
class at the outset of 
America's history have still 
hindered their acceptance by 
the majority as being part of 


the same culture. 

Although they have been 
as willing to accept 
American culture in favour 
over their own for the sake 
of becoming American, they 
have been met with derision 
as well as a general reluc- 
tance by the mainstream to 
accept them as representa- 
tives or participants in the 
creation and maintenance of 
American culture. While 
members of these ethnic 
groups attempt to hurl them- 
selves into American cul- 


ture, it is important to try 
and define what it means to 
be American. 

Although the relative 
youth of America has 
enabled it to stay at the 
fringe of social thought and 
to be willing to advance and 
adapt to the times, the lack 
of actual history has made it 
difficult for any permanence 
to exist in American culture. 
The main reason for this is 
how transitory and watered- 
down the sources of 
American are. While other 
nations possess thousands of 
years of histoiy as well as a 
sense of permanence for all 
that their respective identi- 
ties seem to encompass, 
America has been left as a 
country whose morals seem 
to be questioned and 
rehashed every time the 
need arises. 

Economically, capitalism 
has worked for America. 
The material wealth as well 
as the political and social 
reach of American influence 
lay testament to this fact. 
And yet, it is this obsession 
with money that America 
has inherited from all who 
came to the “land of 
opportunity” that is exactly 
what is wrong. The content 
of television, the most influ- 
ential medium of our age, is 
not dictated by a responsi- 
bility to provide the masses 
with a good source of infor- 
mation, but by the wishes of 
advertisers who wish to find 
suitable vehicles by which 
to sell their products. 

The Super Bowl, the most 
watched event in America, 
is the culmination of hun- 
dreds of football games and 


is preceded by weeks of 
hype and advertisements. 
While I consider sports to be 
a positive social outlet, the 
forces that move it, namely 
its advertisers and sponsors, 
have in my opinion, pervert- 
ed the representation of 
sports in the U.S. Watching 
the Super Bowl, it almost 
seems as if the clash of beer 
bottles in the Bud Bowl and 
the latest potato chip com- 
mercials are *35 important to 
the viewers as the outcome 
of the actual contest. 

There is no question that 
the content of television is 
mainstreamed, and so it 
must cater to the lowest 
common denominator. 
Television programmes are 
simplistic in their style and 
content and seem almost 
childish to one who can 
compare the redundant 
comedies that have enjoyed 
staggering popularity in 
America with the more 
intelligent and sophisticated 
comedy that is presented on 
British television. Although 
America arguably holds toe 
largest group of artists and 
intellectuals in the world 
today, too many have been 
forced to compromise the 
artistic merit of their work in 
order to make it more acces- 
sible to toe masses. Rarely 
has a talented musical group 
in the nineties put out a sec- 
ond album that wasn't 
undermined by the catchy 
and marketable sound of 
their music in order to give 
it more “air-play” on televi- 
sion and radio, which in turn 
would give them greater 
success. While certain main- 
stream artists have 
embraced this ideal as their 
style, good music has been 
unable to flourish or prosper 
because of its lack of repre- 
sentation on toe radio, on 
the television, or in general 
society. Television dictates 
the choices of consumers, 
and only the most widely 
appealing products in the 
marketplace receive repre- 
sentation, generally owing 
to toe amount of money its 
producers invest into con- 
vincing toe consumer to 
choose it through advertise- 


ment and product place- 
ment 

However, probably the 
most striking aspect of this 
system of media domination 
is that those who exist under 
it are unaware of its influ- 
ence on every choice they 
make in their life. From a 
person's choice of consumer 
products to bis basic ideolo- 
gy and morals, nothing is 
beyond the reach of televi- 
sion and its architects. It is a 
sad sign of the times when 
an entire nation can be 
moved by the w hims of a 
few businessmen, but this is 
where America stands. 

Our parents feel the grow- 
ing disillusionment I feel 
with my generation, and 
there is little we can do 
about it The simplicity of 
television and toe mental 
conditioning it has given the 
American youths of my gen- 
eration has rendered them 
incapable of appreciating 
quality ait of any sort. With 
the exception of some, peo- 
ple cannot appreciate any- 
thing unless they are told to, 
and that is very sad, indeed. 

Another saddening casual- 
ty of our generation is our 
general apathy towards the 
world around us. Most chil- 
dren my age are virtually 
unaware of toe geography of 
the world outside the United 
States, and seem to take a 
sort of childish pride in their 
ignorance. To them, whatev- 
er doesn’t concern America 
doesn’r even matter. 

However, on another 
level, toe explosion of infor- 
mation available to toe man 
on toe street has done little 
to slow the loss of concern 
with the administration of 

the American government 
While politicians sit around 
and bicker about marginal 
issues, the youth of America 
have been pushed to the 
backbumer of most political 
debates. Our futures are 
being pawned by people 
who will be dead by toe time 
we have children, and most 
of my peers are vir tuall y 
unaware of this fact, and 
those who are seem unwill- 
ing to even vote and make a 
difference. The saddest pan 


is not that toe children of 
today are so unaware of 
what lies beyond toe plastic 
world of television, but that 
we will inherit this country 
in ten years and hot know 
what to do with it When my 
generation's children turn to 
■us for knowledge or guid- 
ance, we will be unable to 
do anything but sigh and try 
to pass on our feelings of 
apathy and ignorance that 
will be the death of us. By 
then, the media will have 
enveloped us entirely and 
few will be able to think 
clearly enough to see past 
their influence. 

Looking forward to toe 
future, I predict a country of 
drones that are still slaves to 
the system, although toe 
World Wide Web will be toe 
new medium of choice. Its 
technology and structure as 
an interactive medium are 
far superior to television, 
and the virtually unlimited 
amounts of information that 
are currently available will 
render television obsolete 
by toe end of my generation, 
but those who control televi- 
sion and in turn control 
America’s minds are aware 
of this, and they are poised 
to dominate toe next medi- 
um of culture. 

America is motivated by 
money, and money is what 
has enabled it to advance 
and force toe world to adapt 
to it at such an alarming rats. 
It has given a young country 
wealth and prosperity 
unimaginable to most, and it 
has all been accomplished 
through capitalism and the 
desire for greater material 
wealth. This vision has been 
distorted through television, 
and those who control tele- 
vision have conveniently 
manipulated it in order to 
suit toeir own ends. We- are 
slaves to that which made 
this country great, and that 
is a sad thing. 


The writer is working 
towards a degree in moss- 
commimicanon . at the 

University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst . He contributed 
this article to the, Jordon 
Times. 
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Regent, Kerr discuss Iraq crisis, 
deadlock in PNA-Israel talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

negotiators to help break the 
current deadlock. 

“We have a real desire to 
give momentum to the 
peace process and Britain, 
which is the current presi- 
dent of the European Union, 
wishes to put forth Euro- 
pean countries* proposals in 
this regard, as we believe 
that the U.S. administration 
is capable of making the 
concerned parties resume 
the negotiations." he said. 

“I have briefed the Jor- 
danian government on the 
British stand towards Iraq 
following the British prime 
minister's visit to Washing- 
ton. and we hope that diplo- 


macy will succeed in solv- 
ing the crisis." said the offi- 
cial. 

In reply to a question con- 
cerning the French initiative 
and whether there was still 
hupc lor a diplomatic solu- 
tion. Mr. Kerr said: “Yes. 
there is. and Foreign Secre- 
i;ir> Rubin Cook is in direct 
contact with his French 
counterpart and the Russian 
foreign minister. We expect 
m see proposals tliat 
respond to U.N. Security 
Council resolutions.” 

Mr. Kerr said that the 
L-K. appreciates the Russ- 
ian initiative. 

“We hope the Russian ini- 
tiative will be crowned with 


cemed with ensuring the 
implementation of the 
Council’s resolutions and 
the destruction oflraq's bio- 
logical and chemical 
weapons, because this is uf 
paramount importance to 

Us,” 

At (he same lime, the 
British official said London 
has submitted its own plan 
to the Security Council and 
has briefed the Arab 
League's secretary-general 
on it. 

He stressed that Britain 
hopes that military force 
will not be used unless it 
has become clear that there 
is mu possibility for a diplo- 
matic solution. 


success because we are con- 

Democrats rally behind Clinton 
in new battle with investigator 


(Continued frum page 12 1 

accused Mr. Starr's office ot 
"unethical, unlawful and 
abusive acts.” 

Mr. Ginsburg charged in a 
telephone interview with 
The Washington Post that 
Mr. Starr was waging "an 
orchestrated campaign to get 
iny client to do more than 
she can or will do.” 

Mr. Ginsburg 's comments 
came alter the White House 
counter-attacked Friday 
against a flood of new s leaks 
about Mr. Starr's investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. Clinton's personal 
lawyer David Kendall went 
before television cameras to 
deny reports the president 
may have tried to coach his 
personal secretary. Betty 
Currie, before she testified 
before a grand jury on Mr. 
Clinton's relationship with 
Ms. Lewinsky. 

Mr. Kendall blamed Mr. 
Starr for that and other news 
reports that were damaging 
to the president, saying Mr. 
Starr wax responsible for a. 
“deluge of illegal leaks.” 

Mr. Kendall released 15 
pages of news reports he 
said were based on informa- 


tion from Mr. Starr's in\csti- 
galors. He said they were 
released in violation of fed- 
eral rules designed to keep 
grand jury proceedings 
secret. 

But Mr. Starr said that 
"individuals outside mv 
olfioc." including “the presi- 
dent's defence attorneys." 
were pnvy to information in 
recent leaks to the media. 

Mr. Starr said he had no 
c\ idenee that the leaks did in 
fact conic from his office but 
would hold an internal 
investigation in an effort to 
determine if they did. 

Mr. Ginsburg replied Sat- 
urday that Mr. Starr was 
"making reckless and inane 
accusations against others as 
the source of the leaks and 
{waging aj campaign of dis- 
information and clearly 
attempting to evade and 
avoid the responsibility for 
his office's unethical, unlaw- 
ful and abusive acts.” 

John Conyers, the senior 
Democrat on the U.S. House 
of Representatives’ Judicia- 
ry- Committee, has asked 
U.Sr Attorney' General Toner 
Reno to launch a formal 
investigation to determine 
whether Mr. Starr should be 


removed from his post or 
disciplined. 

The grounds for this, he 
said, would be “repeated 
instances of alleged miscon- 
duct and abuses of power.” 
Mr. Conyers said he 
believed Mr. Starr was parti- 
san and had repeatedly 
"exceeded his responsibili- 
ty.” 

Robcn Torricelli, a mem- 
ber of the U.S. Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee, said he 
wants Ms. Reno to appear 
before his panel to discuss 
Mr. Starr’s conduct. 

Fully 54 per cent of adults 
polled by Newsweek said it 
was “a bad thing” (hat Mr. 
Starr had expanded his 
investigation of the presi- 
dent to include the Lewinsky 
matter. 

The U.S. News poll found 
59 per cent believed Mr. 
SLarr's investigation was “no 
longer focused.” 

Mr. Clinton has denied 
having a sexual relationship 
with Ms. Lewinsky but 
refused to say exactly what 
their relationship was or 
explain - why. for instance, 
she visited the White House 
repeatedly after being post- 
ed at the Pentagon. 


Israelis, Palestinians head 

to U.S. for more talks on pullbacks 


(Continued from page 1 1 

on breaking an 11 -month 
deadlock in the peace process. 

Ms. Albright failed to move 
either leader towards agree- 
ment to a U.S. package propos- 
al centred on Israel carrying 
out a phased pullback from 
West Bank areas in tandem 
with Palestinian compliance 
with commitments to fight ter- 
rorism. 

Mr. Netanyahu rejects the 
U.S. plan in that it would 
require Israel to withdraw fully 
from an additional 12 per cent 
of the West Bank ill this time 
and recommit to a further pull- 
back scheduled for mid-year. 

He said his right-wing coali- 
tion would not approve more 
than a one-time withdrawal, 
reportedly from no more than 
9.5 per cent of the West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat reburied the U.S. 
pullback offer as insufficient 
and insisted Israel cany out the 
withdrawal — already months 
behind scheduled — immedi- 
ately. 

David Bar- Ilian. Mr. 
Netanyahu's spokesman, said 
the Israeli negotiators were 


heading to Washington "with 
no new instructions concerning 
the U.S. plan." 

Nabil Abu Rudeina. a dose 
aide to Mr. Arafat, also showed 
no new Ilcxibility. ”1 doubt the 
talks will yield results unless 
Washington is ready to force 
Israel to honour its commit- 
ments." he told AFP. 

Tlte deadlock in talks has 
fuelled new fears of a possible 
eruption of violent street 
protests by the Palestinians. 

Israeli newspapers have been 
full of reports about prepara- 
tions for possible violence, 
with Sunday’s Maariv quoting 
security officials saying they 
fear the Palestinians could 
profit from an eventual armed 
conflict in Iraq to launch vio- 
lence in the occupied territo- 
ries. 

The newspaper quoted an 
unnamed "senior official ' as 
warning that lsrjeli uoops will 
respond firmly to any violence, 
raising the spectre ol a renewal 
of armed clashes between sul- 
diers and Palestinian police in 
September I ^9h that left more 
than SO people dead. 

Meanwhile, die Palestinian 


newspaper A1 Ayyam pub- 
lished a detailed account of the 
U.S. proposals over the week- 
end, citing an unnamed senior 
Palestinian official. 

It said the proposal outlines a 
16- week, step-by-step exten- 
sion of Palestinian rule in 
about a quarter of the West 
Bank. About 13 percent of the 
territory currently under exclu- 
sive Israeli control would come 
under Palestinian civilian 
administration, with Israel's 
army still in charge of security. 

Another 12 per cent of the 
territory now under partial 
Palestinian control would 
come under the exclusive rule 
of (he Palestinian National 
Authority. 

In exchange. Mr. AraTat 
would agree to full cooperation 
with Israel in the fight against 
terrorism and issue a public 
decree outlawing incitement to 
violence against Israel by 
Palestinian officials or media, 
AJ Ayyjun said. 

The Palestinians would also 
provide Israel with details of its 
police forces and of activists 
wanted by Israel. 


Turkey accuses U.S. of wanting 
to create Kurdish state in Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Ecevil said the only 
reason a Kurdish state had 
not yet been established in 
northern Iraq was because 
the two main armed Iraqi 
Kurdish groups in the 
region had been engaged in 
fighting each other. 

The two groups signed a 
truce last October, but 
clashes continue. 

An estimated eight to 12 
million Kurds live m 
Turkey, principally in the 
southeast. A further three 
million live in Iran, four 
million in northern Iraq 
under U.N. protection, and 
one million in Syria. There 


are also small Kurdish pop- 
ulations in the former Sovi- 
et Union. 

Turkey's main separatist 
Kurdish group, (he Kurdish 
Labour Panv (PKK), hopes 
eventually to make a Kur- 
distan state incorporating 
Kurds from Turkey. Syria, 
Iran and Iraq. 

Turkey's Foreign Affairs 
Minister Ismail Cem voiced 
concern Iraq would be 
thrown into chaos by 
repealed U.S. strikes, the 
Sunday edition of the Turk- 
ish daily Cumhunyet 
reported. 

Mr. Cent's comments to 
the centrc-lclt paper came 
shortly after his meeting 


with President Hussein in 
Baghdad, during which he 
urged respect of the U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions on weapons inspec- 
tions. 

“What is the future for 
Iraq in the event of a post- 
war chaos caused by U.S. 
strikes?" questioned the 
foreign minister, doubting 
that there would be just one 
U.S. operation against Mr. 
Hussein. 

Turkey is particularly 
concerned about the effect 
a divided Iraq would have 
on the stability in the 
region, Mr. Cem stated. 


Jordanian popular support 
for Iraqis remains strong 


Russia proposes partial 
closure of investigation 


(Continued from page 1) 

smuggling car spare parts out 
uf Bagltdad, dealt a severe 
blow to President Hussein's 
popularity in Jurdan, which 
has been eroding over the 
years. 

Despite a suing uf goodwill 
gestures over the last two 
months, including Iraq's 
release of 92 Jordanian prison- 
ers held in Iraq and Baghdad’s 
agreement to renew a vital deal 
to supply Jurdan with dll its oil 
needs, his image remains bat- 
tered. 

“Many of our people got in 
touch with thousands of Iraqis 
who lied to Jurdan over the 
past eight years from political 
uncertainty, oppression und 
economic hardships,” said a 
university sociologist. "They 
heard of things they never 
imagined President Saddam 
would do and saw how once 
well-to-do Iraqis ended up 
doing menial jobs in Amman 
juKi to enjoy their freedom and 
feed families left back home,” 
he added. 

Iraqi -Jordanian ties, boosted 
by historic links, trade 
exchanges and inter-marriages, 
have withered political tension. 

And a pro- Iraqi school of 
thought remains entrenched in 
Jordanian circles of power 
despite the gradual estrange- 
ment between the two coun- 
tries' leadership. 

Jordan's ties with Iraq hit 
their lows alter Amman grant- 
ed asylum to Iraqi defectors 
and began calling for change in 
Baghdad. 

Though cool political ties 
with Iraq have prevented Jor- 
dan frum taking the lead in 
Arab mediation efforts in the 
latest crisis, Amman remained 
a conduit for all world envoys 
who rushed to Baghdad to cry 
and defuse the latest crisis. 

“As a small country, we can 
advise but we cannot prevent a 


military strike against Iraq” 
Deputy Prime Minister Jaw-ad 
Aoani said in a recent newspa- 
per interview. “We also cannot 
ajopl the same stand as in 
1991 because it will be a disas- 
ter for us.” 

HU Majesty King Hussein, 
who was in London for the 
past two weeks, has contacted 
Arab and world leaders in 

search of a diplomatic solu- 
tion. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, met with all envoys 
entering and leaving Baghdad. 

Officials, haunted by memo- 
ries of the 1990-91 Gulf crisis, 
expea the U.S. to go ahead 
with a substantial military 
strike against Baghdad if it did 
not comply with UN. 
demands. They are bracing 
themselves for ail eventualities 
— from an influx of at least 
500,000 Iraqi refugees to a 
rupture of cheap Iraqi energy 
supplies. 

What will be mast painfully 
felt is the blow to the economy 
if an outbreak of war puls at 
jeopardy the country's cheap 
Iraqi oil and wide-ranging 
trade ties worth together S750 
million in 1997. 

They are trying hard to calm 
Jordanian fears that a massive 
firepower against Iraq would 
deal a blow to stalled Middle 
East peace efforts. 

Despite criticism from the 
opposition, the government 
has assured Jordanians it will 
not allow any party to use Jor- 
dan's airspace nor its territories 
to -attack Iraq. 

“No nuuer what we do. the 
opposition will always try to 
outbid us and claim they are 
more of nationalists ” said one 
senior cabinet minister. “But 
we ore basing our policies on 
facts and figures while they are 
building reactions on emo- 
tions." 


(Continued from page 1) 

will thus encourage construc- 
tive relations on the part of Iraq 
towards the work of the special 
United Nations commission." 
said Mr. Primakov. 

He said that of the four spe- 
cific dossiers being investigat- 
ed by the Special Commission, 
it wax possible "to close at least 
the nuclear file.' 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin is "very anxious for 
Kofi Annan to go to Iraq, but 
the decision is his lAnnan'sJ to 
make," said Mr. Primakov. 

Western envoys in Baghdad 
told Reuters that Russia aimed 
to halance these apparent con- 
cessions with guarantees that 
within that time-frame the 
inspectors would have unre- 
stricted access to the eight 
“presidential sites" at the cen- 
tre of the dispute. 

Bui they said it was unclear 
the Russian-backed proposals 
would win the approval of the 
U.N. Security Council. 

"There is very large progress 
on these questions. Certain 
procedures have been estab- 
lished with the Russians and 
they will take them to the 

[U.N. secretary-genera] and 
thel Security Council," one 
diplomat said "There are some 
good proposals on the table 
which need only formal 
approval" 

The diplomat said Russia 
would propose some kind of 
time limit on the inspections. 
“It could be 30 days, it could 
be 60 days. I don't think Iraq 
wants to go to war on this issue 
for the sake of a week or tw o," 
he said. 

"Will they- [the proposals] be 
acceptable? I don't know. But 
they make sense if we all want 
a diplomatic solution and we 
look for the substance of the 
matter, which is verification,” 
the diplomat said 

Meanwhile. Saudi Arabia 
has declared its opposition to a 
military strike against Iraq, set- 
ting a diplomatic challenge for 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen ahead of a 
meeting with King Fahd 

Mr. Cohen, who was due to 
begin a three-day tour of six 
Gulf states later on Sunday, set 
out the case for a tough line 
against Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein when he addressed a 
defence symposium in 
Munich. 

He said Washington still 
hoped to avoid military action 
but insisted any diplomatic 
solution must contain an 
unconditional Iraqi agreement 
to gjve U.N. inspectors unre- 
stricted access to sensitive 
sites. 

“If Saddam Hussein has 
nothing to hide, he has nothing 
to fear,” Mr. Cohen said. 

"But Saddam Hussein and 
his government have lied con- 
sistently in the pasL They said 
they had no chemical and no 
biological weapons — that 
proved to be a lie,” he said. 

Saudi newspapers reported 
that King Fahd's brother, Saudi 
Defence Minister Prince Sul- 
tan. said his country did not 
approve of an attack on Iraq. 

"We'll not agree and we are 
against striking Iraq as a peo- 
ple and as a nation.” the Eng- 
lish-language daily Arab News 
quoted the prince as saying. 

Iran also said on Sunday it 
would not tolerate any viola- 
tion of its airspace or territorial 
waters as the United States 
continued a military build-up 
in the Gulf in preparation for 
possible strikes against Iraq. 

"We w'ill not tolerate any 
violation of Iranian airspace or 
territorial waters." Iranian 
Defence Minister Ali 
Shamkhani told a news confer- 
ence in Tehran. "We will not 
allow any power to violate our 


territorial sovereignty in this 
regard.” he said. 

Iran has repeatedly called for 
intensified diplomatic efforts to 
resolve the Iraq crisis. It fre- 
quently voices opposition to 
the presence of U.S. and other 
foreign forces in the region. 

The .Arab League said a UN. 
security draft resolution was 
being prepared to resolve the 
crisis but Kuwait, fearing Iraqi 
attacks, called up its reserve 
force of 24.000 troops. 

Italy will not allow U.S. war- 
planes to use NATO air bases 
inside its territory to cany out 
military strikes against Iraq, an 
informed political source said 
Sunday. 

The Italian government is 
opposed to any military action 
against Baghdad and has sided 
with Russia and France in urg- 
ing a diplomatic solution to the 
Iraqi weapons crisis. 

The chairman of the Italian 
parliamentary foreign affairs 
committee, AchiUe Occhetto. 
wax quoted by the ANSA news 
service on Sunday as saying 
that the diplomatic initiatives 
taken by Moscow and Paris 
made any move towards mili- 
tary force "inexplicable.” 

Kuwaiti Defence Minister 
Sheikh Salem Sabah Al Salem 
AI Sabah issued the mobilisa- 
tion order in view of "current 
circumstances,” the official 
Kuwait news agency reported. 

.Arab League Secreraiy -Gen- 
eral Esmai Abdul Meguid said 
Sunday that a draft resolution 
would be submitted shortly to 
the UN. Security Council 
seeking to avoid the "catastro- 
phe" of a U.S. use of force 
against Iraq. 

"A draft resolution is under 
editing and w-e are now study- 
ing a formula covering visits 
and inspections at some deli- 
cate sites," he told reporters 
here following a meeting with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid refused to 
provide more details of the 
draft resolution, saying it is 
“still under study.” 

Britain. Washington’s closest 
ally in the Iraqi crisis, said it 
was preparing to send attack 
planes -to the Gulf in the next 
few days. 

The United States and 
Britain have assembled a for- 
midable military force in the 
region and have threatened to 
unleash it to try to persuade 
Baghdad to open up the disput- 
ed sites. 

Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said London and Wash- 
ington would strike sooner 
rather than later unless Mr. 
Hussein allowed the UN. 
unfettered access to suspected 
weapons sites. 

‘Tune is running out," Mr. 
Cook told BBC Television. 
“The deadline {for compliance 
with the United Nations] is get- 
ting closer and closer, and he 
will be making a big mistake if 
he thinks that we are going to 
back down. “If the air strike 
does take place, it will hit 
hard," Mr. Cook said. 

In Jerusalem, Israeli security 
sources said Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai had held a 
secret meeting with Mr. Cohen 
in Munich cm Sunday to assess 
the situation in the Gulf. The 
sources had no further details. 

Mr. Cohen was due to arrive 
in Saudi .Arabia’s commercial 
capital Jeddah later on Sunday 
with the commander of U.S. 
forces in the Middle East, 
Marine Corps General Antho- 
ny Zmni. 

Their ihree-dav tour of the 
oil-producing states has been 
billed as part of U.S. contin- 
gency planning for possible 
military action against Iraq. 

Saudi Arabia was the spring- 
board for the 1991 Gulf war 
led by U.S. forces to expel 


Iraqi occupation troops from 
Kuwait. 

Recently sentiment in the 
region has swung against the 
United States. 

In Baghdad, diplomats said 
Russian proposals to deluxe 
the crisis would change the 
composition of the inspection 
teams and fix a time limit for 
their work. 

The Western envoys said 
Russia aimed to balance these 
apparent concessions with 

guarantees that within that 
time-frame the inspectors 
would have unrestricted access 
to the eight sites at the centre of 
the dispdte. 

But they said it was unclear 
the Russian-backed proposals 
would win the approval of the 
UN. Security Council. 

European Commission Pres- 
ident Jacques Santer said on 
Sunday that Iraq had to comply 
with UN. resolutions on 
weapons inspections or else 
"lake the consequences.” 

Speaking in Jerusalem on the 
second day of a Middle East 
tour, Mr. Santer told reporters: 
■The last [EU] council of min- 
isters stated very clearly its 
position about Iraq. Iraq has to 
comply fully with the resolu- 
tions of the United Nations." 

Tensions have escalated in 
the UN.-Iraq stand-off over 
weapons inspections with tite 
United Slates amassing hun- 
dreds of warplanes on the 
ground and aboard three air- 
craft carriers in the Gulf in case 
of possible military action. 

"We are supporting all the 
efforts made by the secretary- 
general of the United Nations 
and also by our member states 
to come to a peaceful resolu- 
tion. You are asking me if not, 
then I have only to urge Iraq to 
comply fully with the resolu- 
tions." Mr. Santer said. 

"If not, then Iraq has to take 
the consequences and the 
responsibilities of those conse- 
quences," he added. 

Several British Tornado 
ground attack planes have 
arrived in Kuwait and more are 
due on Sunday as port of a 
build-up for possible militaiy 
strikes against Iraq, a Western 
defence source said. 

"Some of the Tornados 
arrived last night and more are 
due later on Sunday," the 
source told Reuters. 

The source, citing security 
reasons, refused to say how- 
many of the eight Tornados 
Britain had said it was sending 
to Kuwait had arrived 

Britain and the United States 
have both warned Iraq that 
they will use military force if 
Baghdad fails to provide unre- 
stricted access to arms inspec- 
tors charged with dismantling 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Mr. Cook said the amount of 
time left for Baghdad would 
not be measured in months. 
"Let’s keep him guessing. Our 
strategy throughout this has 
been to keep him on his toes, 
worrying about when we 
might do it and what we might 
do" he said 

Britain has already sent an 
aircraft carrier to the Gulf join- 
ing three U.S. carriers in the 
strategic waterway. 

Mr. Cohen on Saturday 
ordered 19 combat planes and 
23 support aircraft to join the 
U.S. force gathered in case 
Washington decides to attack 
Iraq. Six F-I17A Stealth 
bombers are to join another six 
Stealths deployed in Kuwait 
since November. 

Defence sources said Kuwait 
would pay for almost all in- 
coumry costs of Western 
forces assembling in the Gulf 
Arab state just south of the 
Iraqi border. 


Suspended weeklies allowed 
to go to press again 


(Continued from page 1) 

• Meanwhile, the revoca-- 
tion of the press law t trig- , 
gered a debate on the con- 
stitutionality of other tem- 
porary laws currently in 
force, including the elec- 
tions law. 

"The court ruling also 
raises questions about the 
validity of the - temporary 
elections law, which was 
passed in similar circum- 
stances," said Musa 
Keilani, publisher of Al 
Urdun. 

The current elections law 
was introduced by tempo- 
rary legislation in 1993. a 
few days ahead of that 
year’s elections. 

Opposition parties 
protested that the one-per- 
son, one-vote system intro- 
duced with the law was 
aimed at encouraging trib- 
alism at the expense of their 
representation in Parlia- 
ment. 

Thel2th and the current 
13th Parliament were elect- 
ed under the law. 

“[Saturday's ruling] sets a 
precedent to annul all other 
laws that the government 
introduced trespassing its 
capacity and without gen- 
uine emergency require- 
ments," he added. 

Dr. Keilani said he will 
file a second law suit 
against the government to 
claim financial and moral 
damages. 

"But we are also waiting 
for somebody to ask for 
compensation for the dam- 
ages to the image of Jordan, 


distorted in the last four 
months after many effons 
• b ad -b ee n exerted to make it 
a paradigm for other Arab 
countries regarding human 
rights, multi-party system, 
and freedom of expres- 
sion," he said. 

"And no money can com- 
pensate for that damage." 

The government amend- 
ments to the press tightened 
already existing restric- 
tions, adding to the list of 
topics forbidden to be 
reported, and imposing 
tough penal and adminis- 
trative sanctions for viola- 
tions of the law. 

Eleven political parties, 
the powerful Muslim 
Brotherhood, the Union of 
the Professional Associa- 
tions, as well as indepen- 
dent personalities boy- 
cotted last year’s general 
elections in protest against 
the amendments. 

International press free- 
dom groups criticised the 
amendments as lowering 
the ceiling of democracy 
and putting freedom of 
expression under siege. 

The government has reit- 
erated that, despite the 
High Court’s surprise rul- 
ings, ways must be found to 
protect the national interest 
and security from what it 
described as "irresponsible 
journalism.” which might 
endanger ties with "friend- 
ly" Arab and Western 
states. 


Russian lawmakers’ flight to Iraq left standing on runway 


(Continued from page 1) 

the delay and pressured gov- 
ernment leaders to either 
demand clearance from Iran or 
find an alternative route. 

The outspoken member of 
Russia’s lower house of parlia- 
ment told journalists that if the 
trip were cancelled he would 
forward a motion “calling for 
the immediate resignation of 
the Russian government" and 
another to sever diplomatic ties 
with Iran. 

He also threatened that his 
pany would block passage of 
the 1998 budget during its 
fourth reading in the State 
Duma next week. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky's Liberal 
Democratic Party sent a plane- 


load of aid to Baghdad in 
December. 

In a televised interview' cm 
Sunday. First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov said he 
expected the plane would 
eventually be given permission 
to take off, but that this “was an 
extremely difficult and deli- 
cate" situation. 

"Governments must careful- 
ly weigh each step connected 
with Iraq. Iran is no exception," 
Mr. Ivanov told ORT. 

"I think the cargo should be 
delivered and the Russian For- 
eign Ministry will take ail nec- 
essary steps to ensure that it is. 
As concerns the Russian dele- 
gation — the Stale Duma 
voted to send a parliamentary 
delegation, so we will provide 


all necessary assistance.” 

The Iraqi embassy in 

Moscow issued visas to 57 
Duma deputies and 73 journal- 
ists to make the trip, ITAR- 
TASS said. An embassy 
spokesman said Baghdad 
would limit neither the amount 
of time the Russian delegation 
spent in Iraq nor its access to 
disputed "presidential sites," 
which UN. arms inspectors 
suspect may hide weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Economic sanctions in force 
since Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait cannot be lifted until 
the UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) certifies the elim- 
ination of Iraq's chemical, 
nuclear and biological arms 
and long-range missiles. 


Last week, the Duma adopt- 
ed a non-binding resolution 
recommending that Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin review 
Russia’s adherence to the pre- 
sent UN. sanctions against the 
regime of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein in the event of a 
unilateral American attack on 
Iraq. 

The US. has warned of a 
possible military strike against 
Iraq if Baghdad refuses to 
grant full access to UN. 
weapons experts in charge of 
disarming the country. 

During the cold war, Iraq 
was one of Moscow's closest 
allies in the region, and 
received considerable arms 
supplies from the former Sovi- 
et Union. 


Russian oil firms have signed 
lucrative deals to develop 
Iraq's oil industry, but they are 
frozen pending the lifting of 
the UN. embargo imposed 
after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Russia is pushing for a diplo- 
matic solution to the crisis and 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Orimakov warned 
that a strike against Iraq would 
be a "grave mistake." 

President Yeltsin has been 
sharply critical of U.S. policy 
over Iraq, Mr. Yeltsin’s special 
envoy. Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Viktor Posuvalyuk, is cur- 
rently in Baghdad anempting 
to negotiate a settlement to the 
standoff. 
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IMF mission arrives Wednesday to conduct 
final review of Jordan economic performance 



By Ghalia AJul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) mission is expected 
to arrive here on Wednes- 
day to review Jordan's eco- 
nomic performance before 
wrapping up a ten-year 
‘structural adjustment pro- 


gramme, an official said 
Sunday. 

Ministry of Planning Sec- 
retary General Nabil 
Amman said the economy 
had dramatically improved 
after a 1988 crisis prompted 
Amman to begin reforms 
agreed with the IMF and 
the World Bank. 

“By the end of this year. 


J 


the IMF will no longer play 
a role in assisting the coun- 
try to carry out further 
reforms,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

But Jordan will continue 
to implement further 
reforms within the frame- 
work of a 1998-2002 socio- 
economic - development 
plan. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 



The Amman Chamber of industry is in the process of expanding its ser- 
vices to further support international cooperation and adapt to current 
local and global trends by establishing an industrial department and a 
small and medium sized enterprise department. 

To achieve this expansion, a number of qualified personnel are needed 
with the following requirements and qualifications: 

Senior Industrial Engineer (Post 1) 

Minimum of 5 years experience in international industrial affairs. 
Relevant masters degree would be an asset. 

Senior Economic Expert (Post 2) 

Minimum of 5 years experience in industrial management and adminis- 
tration. 

Expertise in business administration and market. 

Relevant masters degree would be an asset. 

Environmental Engineer (Post 3) 

Minimum of 3 years experience in environmental affairs. 

Knowledge of industrial and technological aspects of the environment. 
Master degree in a relevant field would be an asset. 

Junior Assistant in International Trade (Post 4) 

BA degree in Economics, Business Administration or Law. 

Knowledge of issues related to international law and trade agreements 
and regulations. 

Computer Programmer and System Operator (Post 5) 

BA in Computer Science. 

Knowledge of UNIX and Oracle is an asset. 

All candidates must have: 

* An excellent command of Arabic and English. 

* Very good communication'skills. " s 

* Advanced computer skills; 

Qualified candidates are invited to send a detailed Curriculum Vitae 
(CV) with a recent photo, in an .envelope clearly marked with the spe- 
cific post to which they wish to apply to the following address: 

Recruitment Committee 

The Amman Chamber of industry 

P.O. Box 1800 

Amman 11118 

Jordan 


Deadline for receipt of applications is February 28, 1998. 






‘The economic reforms 
will not stop. On the con- 
trary, they will be accelerat- 
ed (.with the launching of 
the economic and social 
development plan),” said 
Dr. Amman. 

Jordan is expected to 
launch the plan by mid 
199S. It will focus on Jor- 
dan’s efforts to move 
towards economic liberali- 
sation and globalisation 
under a partnership agree- 
ment signed with the Euro- 
pean Union in November 
with the aim of creating a 
free trade area by the year 
2010. 

Jordan hopes to join the 
Geneva-based World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) later 
this year. 

The 1998-2002 plan, part 
of a series of socio-eco- 
nomic development 
schemes launched after the 
1967 Arab-Israeli War, will 
also tackle Arab and 
regional cooperation, as 
well as stability and sus- 
tainability of Jordan's eco- 
nomic environment. 

It will also focus on 
boosting the role of the pri- 
vate sector and on setting a 
framework for a public sec- 


tor regulatory role. 

During its two-week visit, 
the mission will hold meet- 
ings with Finance Minister 
Suleiman Hafez and Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan Gover- 
nor Ziad Fariz to assess Jor- 
dan’s economic progress 
throughout the past year, 
said Dr. Ammari. 

In 1997. Jordan achieved 
a growth rate of 5.2 per 
cent — well below the 
aspired growth of six per 
cent, said Dr. Ammari. 

But Jordan has achieved 
both monetary and finan- 
cial stability. It also suc- 
ceeded in boosting the 
dinar's exchange rate and 
reducing the current public 
debt through increasing 
□adonal exports and 
rescheduling foreign debts. 

According to Dr. 
Ammari, Jordan has also 
e limin ated the deficit in the 
balance of payment current 
account which stands at 3.5 
per cent, and reduced the 
imbalance between produc- 
tion and consumption from 
128 per cent since the 
beginning of the reforms to 
86 per cent until the end of 
1997. 


UAE expects 
over $ 12b in 
investment 
this year 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
expects more than $12 billion 
to be pumped into develop- 
ment in 1998. with nearly half 
coming from private investors, 
its planning minister has said. 
Sheikfa Humaid Ben Ahmed 
A1 Mualia said investments 
were projected to reach 46.7 
billion dirhams ($12.7 billion) 
of which around 22^ billion 
dirhams (S6.I billion) would 
come from the private sector. 

“The private sector has 
become as important as the 
public sector in terms of its 
contribution to investment Its 
share of the gross domestic 
product has also steadily 
grown, reaching 40 per cent 
last year,” he told local news- 
paper. 

“The government is seeking 
to create the right climate for 
the private sector to allow it to 
play its part in development." 

But Mr. Mualia said private 
participation in the economy 
remained confined to real 
estate, light industries and 
other traditional investment 
fields. “We hope the private 
sector will diversify its contri- 
bution.” he said. 


World Bank chief says investors 
should view individual Asian countries 


MANILA (AFP; — Investors 
should look at individual 
Asian countries instead of the 
region as a whole because of 
the varying degrees 
economies have been affected 
by the regional financial tur- 
moil, the World Bank chief 
has said. 

Bank President James 
Wolfensohn also said the 
social cost of the financial cri- 
sis, especially on unemploy- 
ment and poverty, must be 
addressed. 

“There is a regional issue 
Impacting the exchange mar- 
kets and stock markets 
throughout the region," he 
told a news conference.. ... c .-. 

“But having said 'that;: ! 
think that there are very great ” 
differences between the coun- 
tries which I would guess 
over a short period of time 
might become apparent to the 
market," he said. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said that as 
of now, the crisis-stricken 
countries have not been “suf- 
ficiently differentiaced’’ by 
investors, who tend to view 
the entire region as engulfed 
by the financial bushfire. 

The World Bank supremo 
visited Singapore, Thailand, 
Malaysia and Indonesia 
before coming to the Philip- 
pines to get a first-hand 


assessemnt of the turmoil's 
effects. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said Thai- 
land and South Korea “have a 
particular type of problem 
which is not only a downturn 
in their economic activity ... 
but a specific problem in 
terms of unhedged foreign 
borrowings principally from 
the banks.” 

However, he expressed con- 
fidence about the ability of 
the two countries to deal with 
the crisis under governments 
“that are now focusing on the 
problem." 

“So I think I have to say on 
any measure that we have 
made significant advances in 
those two countries," he said. 

. .“In_Lhe case of Indonesia, 
you have a different problem 
in that unhedged foreign bor- 
rowing emerged from the pri- 
vate sector without the inter- 
mediation of the banks," Mr. 
Wolfensohn said. 

He expressed hope that the 
“emerging * consultation 
between the private sector 
and the foreign creditor 
banks” in Indonesia would 
resolve the problem. 

"I guess what we need to do 
is hope and expect that there 
will be an agreement between 
the borrowers and the lenders 
to try and space out the repay- 


ment and cany the private 
sector through,” the World 
Bank president said 

‘That is now going on and I 
guess it's an open item until it 
is put together," he added. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) last year arranged 
more than $100 billion in res- 
cue packages for Thailand, 
Indonesia and South Korea, 
which have seen their curren- 
cies emaciated by the crisis 
and financial systems totter- 
ing under the weight of bad 
debts. 

Malaysia, he said, has been 
affected by the crisis but 
“they do have. I think, ade- 
■ quare reserves and also a very 
'focused government ’ to tty 
and go through this period." 

The Philippines has been 
the least affected, aside from 
wealthy Singapore, Mr. 
Wolfensohn said, but urged 
Filipino monetary officials to 
tighten supervision of the 
financial sector. 

Mr. Wolfensohn also 
stressed the importance of 
containing the social fallout 
from the crisis, such as 
increasing unemployment, 
poverty, children forced out 
of school, and rising cost of 
medicine and food, among 
others. 


THE Daily Crossword EcBted by Wayne Robert Wiliams 


ACROSS 
1 Top o( the 
mountain 
5 Sugar in the 
ring 

15 Area of a 
church 

1 6 *A Mari and a 
Woman’ star 

17 Ready for the 
picking 

IS Potentially 
dangerous 
situations 

19 Minute particles 

21 Forty winks 

22 Sea nymphs 

23 Wheel spokes 

25 Lethargic 

26 Offense and 
defense 
numbers 

28 According to 

29 Iron-pumper’s 
dream title 

32 Tony Curtis 
fSm, The 

Boston ’ 

34 Drop tar cover 
37 Winter mo. 

40 Forays 

41 Steak cut 

43 Vituperate 

44 Managers 

47 As written 

48 Dumbfounds 
50 Selassie's 

kinsmen 

53 _ Valley, CA 

54 U.S. Open golf 
champion of '68 
and 71 

55 -Lackawanna 

RR 

56 Tariffless 

marketers 

57 Brief time 
spans briefly 

DOWN 

1 White root food 

2 Effeminate 

3 One with high 

hopes 

4 More acutely 
sensitive 

5 Speedy 

6 American 
chameleon 

7 Disturbing cries 
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New York, NY 

8 Chinese 
seaport 

9 Just gets by 

10 Thole insert 

11 Beat follower? 

12 Person with 
corrections 

13 Gets back 

14 Consoler 
beneath 

contempt 
20 Trade for tat 

23 Dream of 
Defibes 

24 Declare 

26 Bu War’s abbr. 

27 Limerick 

laugher quality 

29 Horse ofa 

1960's sit-com 

30 Absorbed-dose 
units 

31 Verse opener? 

32 Carrier plane 
feature: abbr. 

33 MumfonS or 
Busby 

34 One's own man 

35 Rabble-rousing 
troublemaker 



PIECES 


□ 

C M 

HE3B 


□□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□ 

DOS □□□ 

□□ 

BEin 

□□ 

0 


mass Taw* im 
MngniMml 


36 Twrcyflable 
foot in poems 

37 Available 

38 Natural to a 
place 

38 Smith and 
others 

41 Light starter? 

42 Deep voices 



44 Permanent 

45 Heavy British 
weight 

46 Belgian artist 

48 Mimic 

49 Hindu deity 

51 Foflowet's suffix 

52 Leftover scrap 
of food 


'Peanuts 


‘f'ES, MA'AM ..IV LIKE 
TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL.. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


I HEADS WE 
VOTER* 
BLiTZ. 
TAILS R * 
GLDTZ! 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Around the middle of 
die day, you’ll come up with an absolutely brilliant 
plan. It could be so new it doesn’t have a name yet. 
That’s because you’re inventing it as you go along. 
Necessity is the mother of invention, remember? Well* 
you guys needed to solve this problem, and you’re com- 
ing up with a unique solution. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You haven’t even 
thought about borrowing money, because you hate 
aoing into debt You might want to reconsider. Some- 
one in a position to make you a loan has been watching. 
He or she knows you’re a good risk. The only question 
is bow much do you want to borrow and how do you 
want to pay it back? 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A partner has a brilliant 
idea. This will help you achieve a goal you've been 
struggling with all week. You've been trying to get 
something to happen before the conditions were ready. 
Well, they’re ready now. Go ahead and act early this 
afternoon, when the opportunity presents itself. Be 
watching for it. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You'll have a lot of 
unexpected things popping up. Some of them will be 
new orders, which is nice. Others will be breakdowns. 
You might get a little edgy later in the day, not knowing 
what to expect next If you go to work prepared for this, 
you'll be ahead of the game. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) The problem you had yes- 
terday is starting to look ridiculously simple. It might 
even look funny. That's because you finally got the 
joke. Whatever you couldn't see before has suddenly 
become visible. And that, of course, has made you a 
much wiser person. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You are trying 
to make sure everything gets done properly. That’s your 
default position. You’re a natural quality-control 
inspector, because you keep track of the little odds and 
ends and make sure it's all done righL That’s your 
assignment, and it’s going to be a challenge. You’ll do 
a great job. You always do. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Chances are 
good that you won't get a straight answer to question 
you ask this morning. This person doesn’t want you to 
know everything quite yet. It'll be to your advantage to 
do some digging on your own. Continue to ask ques- 
tions around the middle of the day and you'll make a 
surprising discovery. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a 
good day to buy things for the home. The problem is, 
you might be making a purchase because something 
just broke. That's likely to happen right around the mid- 
dle of the day. Be careful then, if at all possible. If you 
have a dog in the house, that's the one to watch. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You've bad a couple of tough days, but that should be 
pretty well over by now. You’re feeling a lot calmer. 
You're also learning a lot more quickly. Go ahead and 
make decisions now. You can tnist your judgement. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) It looks 
like some new information will become available in the 
middle of the day. That will get you going. Something 
else mighr be required lieTdfe you. can ®e what you 
want You want matters to be complete as the work 
week ends. To make that happen, you're going to have 
to scurry. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You like to 
see the humour in whatever is going on, but sometimes 
you forget You tend to get serious because you care so 
much that things turn out a certain way. Well, maybe 
there’s something to be said for enjoying life. Allow 
that possibility to enter into your consciousness today. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You try to stay sta- 
ble and calm, but it will definitely be a challenge today. 
Things are not only looking different than you expect- 
ed, but they seem to be. changing all the time. Well, not 
to worry. Everything is probably all going to land but- 
ter side up. 




Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Gtasbergen 



^hey found out what’s wrong with 
my cell phone. It doesn't ring 
because nobody ever calls me.’ 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hanri AmoU md Mti» ArgMon 


SAGYS 

m 


Now wham la that 
steeping p9T? 

' Is] 


"KKKar’-* 


LAGOW 
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1 


X] 
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Trr 

- 

□ 

ENCUP 


□IIC 

^ 


WHAT THE AM- 
BITIOUS PETE C.- 
TWE LOOKS? FOR 
AT THE ENP 
OF THE m. 


Now arranga the drded letters to 
fwm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

■fonittes; DOUBT FUZZY SUNDAE MALICE 

AnW8r ' tycoon hB P* the dan together- . . 

FAMILY 'BONDS' 
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Business & Finance 


^ A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Jordan Medical Association lowers 
charges for operations at private hospitals 


** THE JORDAN McdicaJ As social inn h.js 
decided io lower the charges lor medical 
o pc ration.*, at private hospitals hs bum cun 
five and 51* per cent. Assuciatit.n President 
Bayern Dajani said cunmtiuee for medical 
charges has kepi the check-up charee-. 
unchanged at between JD.5 and JD5 for »' L -„. 
end practitioner and between JD7 and JO 10 
for a medical specialist. 

Health Minister Ashrat KurJi has annulled 
die list of charges, that was appro*, ed h\ the 
association :n the end of last >ear. due u» the 


high treatment charges and hccause ii does 
n.n correspond to the living coiulithuis of 

nu>st pL'upJe 

Dr KurJi lets formed :t consult, it is e com- 
mittee. headed In- former minister Zuluir 
Maihas. and two former association presi- 
dents to e sain me medical charges. Accord- 
ing to in! or rued sources, the decision to 
lower die charges for inedieu! operations is 
a positive step to bridge the gap between the 
association and the Ministry oi Health <AI 
Ra’ii. 


Saudi Arabia agrees to supply oil to Jordan 
in case of disruptions to Iraqi supplies 


*" IT HAS been learnt from high-level 
Saudi sources that as a result <•] contacts 
between Jordanian and Saudi officials. 
Riyadh has agreed to supply Jordan with its 
oil needs at current international prices ii 
Iraqi supplies are Mopped os j result of a 
U.S. strike. 

The Saudi authorities told the Jordanian 
government lhat it is ready to transport the 
necessary amounts of oil by vessels front 
Yanbu to Aqaba where it will ho unkuded at 
special depots and then transported to the 
petroleum refinery at Zarqa. Jordan current- 
ly imports its oil needs of II. mm tonnes 
from Iraq per day at reduced prices. 

It has also been learnt that the Ministry ot 
Energy and Mineral Resources has complet- 


ed the preparation of a plan to rationalise lire 
use ot oil products in case of emergency. 
Such a rationalisation will include con- 
sumption at industries, homes and in trans- 
portation. in this regard, the government has 
increased its stocks of gas to meet demand 
for a very long lime. 

Minister »'! State lor Information Affairs 
Saijiii Muiavvi confirmed lhat foreign Min- 
ister Faye/ T.irauneh discussed the subject 
ol oil with the SauJts during his recent visit 
to Riyadh L»r. Muiavvi said Saudi Arahia 
agreed to supply Jordan with oil supplies 
noting that the port o] Aqaba is highly capa- 
ble !«• si. ire oil. Howevci neither the amount 
nor the prices were discussed. !)r. Muiavvi 
concluded iAI Diistour). 
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Major Currencies & 




Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Currency 

US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi RJyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 


Energy 


Last 


15.16 

16.69 

15.15 

12.73 

160.00 


Metal Prices 


Metal 


Gold (oz's) 298.2' 

Silver {oz’sj 7.24 

Platinum (oz*s) 395.1 
AL (3 Months) 1517 

CU (3 Months) 1700 

Zinc (3 Months) 1096 
Lead (3 Months) 535 
NI (3 Months) 5580 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

0.6085 

1.4631 

124.05 

0.3353 

0.8070 

68.41 

- 

2.3962 

204.62 

0.4153 

- 

84.75 

0.4900 

1.1790 

- 

0.4186 

1.0112 

1.16 

0.3404 

0.0819 

1441.96 

0.2975 

71.61 

60.67 

0.1001 

24.0748 

20.40 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


USD 

JOD 

0.7090 

1.4104 

- 

0.2666 

0.1890 

2.65 

1.8806 

0.2747 

0.1948 

3.2826 

2.3273 

0.2723 

0.1931 

0.65 

0.4640 

0.2939 

0.2084 


SAR 

BAH 

OAT 

3.7504 

0.3770 

3.6405 

5.2897 

0.6317 

6.1347 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

9.9480 

- 

8.66 

1.0302 

1.0302 

- 

12.3105 

1.2376 

11.95 

1.0212 

0.1027 

0.9913 

2.4545 

0.2467 

2.3825 

1.1022 

0.1108 

1.0699 


Prices as at 

. 8/02/98 18:33 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

1.4351 

1786.30 

2.0428 

6.0743 

0.7913 

885.00 

1.1268 

3.3506 

2.3586 

2835.78 

3.3673 

9.9831 

0.9802 

1220.07 . 

139.67 

4.1488 

1.1664 

14.39 

164.61 

4.8847 

- ■ 

1231.81 

1.4069 

4.1831 

0.8033 

- 

11.43 

3.3989 

0.7022 

874.01 

- 

2.9721 

0.2361 

33.61 

33.6100 

. 


"I ■ 

• • : • 


KUW 

0.3047 

AED 

3.6726 

IBP 

1628.00 

EGP 

3.4025 

0.4297 

6.1800 

2166.16 

4.7990 

0.0812 

0.98 

407.42 

0.9072 

0.8081 

9.74 

4053.05 

9.0262 

0.0837 

1.01 

419.72 

0.9346 

- 

12.06 

6015.59 

0.9346 

0.0830 

- 

416.06 

0.9266 

0.1994 

2.4035 

- 

2.2268 

0.0896 

1.0794 

449.08 

- 






SARlyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mid-East Currencies 


CHF JPY 


0.2666 0.4836 0.16224 0.39038 33.0896 

0.2723 0.4938 0.16568 0.39866 33.7906 

3.2825 5 96238 1.9972 4.80538 407.332 
0.3770 4.81 1.61394 3.8836 329.164 

1.8763 3.4017 1.141 2.7462 232.766 


Offer 


298.25 I 298.75 



Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


-3- 

Months 


-9- 

Months 


5.60 I 6.60 


3.47 3.66 


6.02 6.69 


6.60 5.53 

7.25 7.37 

0.50 0.50 

3.44 3.83 

3.64 3.72 


Bourse 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Index 


DOW JONES 
SAP 500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Main Equity Indices 


Value 


81B9.49 

1012.45 

5629.7 

17040.06 

3216.66 

4496.33 





8211.91 8113.02 1 8117.26 

1013.07 1003.36 1003.64 

6629.7 6556.2 

17133.9 1 6980.9 17003.3 
3232.46 3173 3189.6 
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Jordan Trade Association preparing to hold 
first Jordanian industrial exhibition in Gaza 


AMMAN t Petra) — The 
Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) said Sunday that it is 
making arrangements fur 
organising the first Jordan- 
ian iiuluMnal exhibition in 
Gaza towards the end of 
April. 

A JTA statement said that 
the exhibition is designed 
fu help Jordan market its 
industrial products in Pales- 
tinian territories and to bol- 
ster Palestinian -Jordanian 
trade links. 

it said (hat the decision to 
organise this exhibition fol- 
lowed the success of talks 
between Jordanian trade 
officials and the Palestine 
National Authority during a 
visit to Palestinian areas in 
November 1995. 

The Palestine mini.strv of 


trade and economy has 
approved a request by the 
JTA to organise the exhibi- 
tion according to the state- 
ment w hich noted that JTA 
officials have been in touch 
with fhe concerned Pales- 
tinian and Jordanian organ- 
isations to guarantee the 
success of the exhibition. 

The statement said the 
JTA plans to launch an 
intensive media campaign 
in Palestine through the 
press, posters and OLher 
means and will conduct the 
necessary contacts with the 
chamber of commerce in 
Gaza and elsewhere in the 
course of preparing for the 
coming event. 

According to the JTA. the 
current balance of trade 
between the Palestinian .self 


rule areas and Jordan is in 
favour of the former noting 
that Jordan's exports to 
Palestine since the start of 
1997 and until the end of 
November amounted to JD 
10.7 million while imports 
from Palestine amounted to 
JD21.7 million in the some 
period. 

It said that Jordan exports 
cement to Palestine and 
imports marble stone, soap, 
citrus fruit and cooking fat. 

Meanwhile the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Organisa- 
tion (AMO) announced 
Sunday that it will he tak- 
ing part in a number of agri- 
cultural exhibitions this 
year. 

These will be held in 
Baghdad. Dubai. Beirut 
Bulgaria. France, Bahrain 


and the Ukraine. 

An AMO statement called 
on agricultural exporters 
interested in these exhibi- 
tions to make arrangements 
with its offices. 

Also Sunday. .AMO 
Director General Salem 
Lawzi announced that 
Lebanon has asked Jordan 
to export to its markets 20. 
000 tonnes of potatoes 
starting immediately. 

Noting that it is the first 
time for Jordan to export 
potatoes to Lebanon. Dr. 
Lawzi said local firms and 
fanners wishing to export 
the commodity should 
coordinate with AMO. 

Jordan normally exports 
different types of vegeta- 
bles to Lebanon in the win- 
ter season and melons in the 


IFC extends loans to clothing, 
textile firms in Jordan 


AMMAN i AP* — The 
intcniational Finance Cor- 
poration (IFCi Thursday 
signed a $10 million agree- 
ment with a clothing and a 
tourism company Sunday 
to support the textile and 
tourism sector. 

Since 1974. IFC has 
approved more than $2-15 
million in financing 22 pro- 
jects in Jordan. A member 
of the World Bank group. 
IFC ha*, the largest multilat- 
eral source ol equity and 
loan for private sector pro- 


jects in the developing 
countries. 

The agreement aims at 
expanding and diversifying 
the product line of El Zay 
Ready Wear Manufacturing 
Company. El Zuy is a tex- 
tile company that specialis- 
es in men’s suits. 

it has a sales agreement 
wiih Gruppo GFT Manu- 
factures, one ul‘ Europe’s 
top mens wear companies 
with more than 30 operat- 
ing subsidiaries in Europe. 
North America, the Middle 


and the Far East. 

"We plan to specifically 
expand our shirt line and to 
work at a larger capacity.” 
said El Zuy manager. 
Costandi Yaghnam. 

The IFC statement said 
(hat a $5 million loan will 
be granted to EJ Zay. 
repayable after nine years 
in addition to a two-year 
grace period. Interest rate is 
LlBOR plus 2.5 per cent. 

BTC. a tourism develop- 
ment company, is con- 
structing an international 


quality resort managed by 
the Man-ion Corporation on 
the Dead Sea's eastern 
shore. 

IFC’s loan consists of S4 
million and an equity sub- 
scription of SI million. The 
project "will help diversify 
tourism activity in Jordan 
and in the Dead Sea area by 
generating over 500 jobs 
and foreign exchange,” as 
pointed out by Andre Hav- 
aguimian. corporation 
director. 
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summer and. in exchange, it 
imports apples and cherries. 

Dr. Lawzi made the 
announcement at a meeting 
with representatives of Jor- 
danian agricultural firms 
and exporters with whom 
he reviewed the general 
export situation this year 
and the Arab and foreign 
markets buying Jordanian 
agricultural products. 

He indicated that in 
December and January. 
Lebanon bought 20.000 
tonnes of various vegeta- 
bles but this is the first time 
it is asking for potatoes . 

Dr. Lawzi also reviewed 
the different exhibitions in 
which Jordan will partici- 
pate this year. 


Auto 

industry 

overcapacity 

40 per cent 

worldwide 

— Ford 

chief 


PARIS lAFP) — The 
world auto industry's 
production capacity is 
some 40 per cent higher 
than demand, and the 
situation is particularly 
bad in Europe, the pres- 
ident of U.S. auto giant 
Ford has said. 

“There is 40 per cent 
overcapacity in the 
world," Alex Trotman 
said in an interview 
published in the La Tri- 
bune economic daily. 

“There is particularly 
overcapacity in Europe, 
which is why profit 
margin is getting small- 
er and smaller." 

‘There is overcapacity 
in North America, but it 
is not so great as that in 
Europe.” 

One of the few areas 
in the U.S. market with- 
out an overcapacity 
problem is light trucks, 
where the market is 
growing fast and could 
account for 50 per cent 
of total U.S. auto sales 
“perhaps as soon as 
1998," Mr. Trotman 
said. 

“Customers like the 
manageability of these 
vehicles, the high driver 
position, and the safety 
provided by four-wheel 
drive." 

Ford trimmed $3 bil- 
lion off its costs in 
1997, “the chief reason 
for the increase in our 
1997 profits," Mr. Trot- 
man said, as prices are 
still failing. 

“We will continue our 
efforts in 1998, but the 
cost reductions will not 


be so significant." 

Mr. Trotman said the 
company “does not 
need to reduce the 
workforce much, and it 
will remain more or less 
stable.” 
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Davenport upsets Hingis 
in Pan Pacific final 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Atlanta Olympic champi- 
on Lindsay Davenport 
smashed aside World No. 
1 and defending champi- 
on Martina Hingis to win 
the Toray Pan Pacific 
Open tennis tournament 
on Sunday. 

The American, one of 
the only five players in 
the world to have beaten 
Hingis last season, used 
pow'er-packed strokes and 
effective approach shots 
to score a 6-3. 6-3 victory 
over the Swiss teenager. 

■ “It was probably the 
best match I've played 
her in my life ” 
Davenport said. “I knew 
how I had to play today 
and the style I had to play. 
There are not many days 
you feel great and today I 
felt like I played great.” 

Davenport attacked 
Hingis’ second serve and 
fired a sizzling service 
return winner to capi- 
talise on a triple break 
opportunity to take a 4-3 
lead. 

The American hit 
another service return 
hard and deep on her 
advantage point in the 
ninth game to win the 
first set. 

Hingis had a 30-40 
break chance in the first 
game of the second set. 
but Davenport stood firm 
on her serve after repeat- 
ing deuces four times. 

A disappointed Swiss 
double-faulted twice 
before losing the follow- 
ing game to go down 0-2 
and. although she once 
broke back in the fifth 
game for 2-3. Hingis 
never recovered from die 
deficit. 

“After I got up 3-love in 
tiie second set. I knew she 
was going to do some- 
thing differently. She just 
starred making her shots 
and the momentum start- 
ed to tum a little bit.” said 
Davenport, who lost eight 
points in a row in the 
fourth and fifth games. 

“But I was able to break 
her again right back and I 
think that was a big game. 
Instead of getting back to 
3-all. 1 was able to got up 
a break again.” she 
added. 

Hingis said: “She put so 
much pressure on me to 
hit always my first serve, 
otherwise, she was just 
killing me all the time ... 
that’s why I double-fault- 
ed (in the second game of 
the second set)." 

“1 was just forced to 
risk so much. That’s not 
really my game. She just 
didn’t miss anything and 
she didn't let me get back 
into the match.” 

It was the first ride of 
the season and 14th over- 
all for the 2 1 -year-old 
American World No. 2. 



American Lindsay Davenport (L) beams for the cam- 
eras as she holds up her trophy with second placer 
Martina Hin gis of Switzerland, upon defeating the 
Swiss World No. 1 in the Pan Pacific Open tennis cham- 
pionship at Tokyo Metropolitan Gym February 8. 
Davenport won 6^3 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


who successfully collect- 
ed six titles last year. 

Davenport received the 
winner’s check of 
SlSO.OOO and reduced her 
win-loss record against 
Hingis to four wins and 
five defeats. 

For Hingis. who 
became the youngest 
player to defend a Grand 
Slam title at the 
Australian Open a week 
ago. it was the second 
time this season to fail 
defend a title following 
her Sydney disappoint- 
ment. 

But Hingis said she was 
not disappointed. “She 
was just a better player 
today. As long as I win 
the Grand Slams and lose 
other tournaments like 
this in the finals, it's pot 
disappointing.” she 
added. 

Hingis planned to stay a 
few more days in Japan to 
shoot some commercials 
and then intends to gp 
climbing in Nepal before 
returning to the court at 
Indian Wells in March,’. ^ 


Martina and 
Marjaua win 
doubles 


Martina Hingis and 
Maijana Lucic made it a 
second straight victory 
when they defeated the 
defending champions to 
win the "doubles title at 
the Toray Pan Pacific 
Open tennis tournament. 

The Swiss-Croat pair 
beat the World No. 1 dou- 
bles duo of American 
Lindsay Davenport and 
Natasha Zvereva of 
Belarus 7-5, 6-4. 

It was sweet revengefor 
Hingis, who failed to 
defend her singles title to 
Davenport earlier in the 
day. 

“There was a kind of 
luck that we played 


together.” said Hingis, 
who paired with Lucic in 
Melbourne because her 
partner. Jana Novotna of 
the Czech Republic did 
not compete. 

“We started off to the 
Grand Slam in Australia, 
that was a great start. We 
got a wild card there and 
we played the'qualifying 
rounds, so it's kind of 
funny, but we made it to 
win again.” 

“We are not gonna be 
Woodies. We are gonna 
be M and M like me and 
Martina are M and M. It 
sounds better.” said 
Lucic. 15, who a week 
ago became with Hingis 
the youngest ever pairing 
to win the Australian 
Open. 

Australian world dou- 
bles number ones Mark 
Woodforde and Todd 
Woodbridge are known as 
the “Woodies.” 

Hingis, however, said 
she has already made up 
to team with Novotna for 
the rest of the season, but 
she^omised to pair with 
Lucre*' again at Indian 
Wells in March and sev- 
eral other events. 

“We are both very 
young, we understand 
each other on the court 
much better. Before. I 
played with Helena 
Sukova and Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and I felt 
they are the leaders.” said 
Hingis. 

“But now, it’s different 
for me. different experi- 
ence. As a team, we are 
also very good off the 
court, we also try to do 
things together, that’s 
why it works so well so 
far.” added Hingis. 

Lucic is expected to 
appear in the doubles 
rankings for the first time 
Monday at above 30th 
position after her two vic- 
tories in Melbourne and 
Tokyo, according to a 
WTA spokesman. 



Ivanisevic beats Rusedski 
for 2nd straight year 


SPLIT (AFP) — Goran 
Ivanisevic won a battle of 
big-serving left-handers 
Sunday as he defeated Greg 
Rusedski 7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (7- 
5) in the final of the 
Croatian Indoors ATP tour- 
nament. 

Ivanisevic. 26, repeated 
his victory over Rusedski in 
last year's final as he took 
out die event for the third 
straight year. He now has a 
15-0 record in the tourna- 
ment, which was held in 
Zagreb the previous two 
years. 

The No. 2 seed, w innin g 
his 21st career title, downed 


top-seeded Canadian-born 
Briton Rusesdki for the sev- 
enth rime in their seven 
meetings. 

Ivanisevic was cheered on 
by a passionate crowd. He 
was born in Split and still 
maintains a home here, as 
well as a residence in Monte 
Carlo. 

Rusedski went through 
the tournament without 
dropping his serve, but 
could not match Ivanisevic 
in the two tiebreakers. 

Ivanisevic, who played 
with a support bandage on 
his left knee, said after- 
wards that he had been 


under incredible pressure 
for the last seven days and 
felt physically battered. 

“There is no single part of 
my body that doesn't hurt ... 
therefore I am glad to h ave 
won for the third time here 
in a very difficult match. I 
played well when it counted 
and I'm extremely happy.” 
he said. 

Rusedski said that 
Iv anis evic had been the bet- 
ter player on the day and he 
hoped to get another shot at 
the title. “You know what 
they say sometimes — third 
rime lucky — so maybe 
next year,” be said. 


African Nations Cup 


Ghana seek victory over Tunisia 


OUAGADOUGOU lAFP) — Ghana and 
Tunisia meet at the August 4 Stadium here 
Monday in an African Nations Cup first- 
round match that should decide who wins 
Group B. 

Their rivals, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (formerly Zaire) and Togo, play ear- 
lier at the Municipal Stadium with the 
losers destined to finish bottom of the mini- 
league. 

Although Ghana have gone 16 years with- 
out a title, the four-time champions seem 
set to do well in Burkina Faso because they 
are used to the harsh West African condi- 
tions. 

Visitors to Ouagadougou have already 
experienced power cuts and water shortages 
and temperatures topping 40 degrees are 
not conducive to good football. 

The Black Stars boast an impressive 
record against the North Africans, drawing 
the first meeting 35 years ago in Accra and 
winning four subsequent clashes. 

Dutch coach Rinus Israel has dropped 
striker Tony Yeboah for indiscipline and 
many supporters believe this will boost 
morale as the German-based star often dis- 
agreed with captain Abedi ‘Pele’ Ayew. 

At 33, midfielder Pele has hinted that he 
could be making his final appearance in a 
tournament where he collected a winner's 
medal 16 years ago in Libya. 

The biggest concern of Tunisian coach 
Henri Kasperczak is that his side are rated 
among the cup favourites with Cameroon, 
Ghana, Ivory Coast, Morocco, South 
Africa and Zambia. 

Tunisia enjoyed similar status as 1994 
hosts and were eliminated in the first round 


only to finish runners-up to South Africa 
two years later when written off. 

The Congolese have played no warm-up 
matches and Togo probably wish they had 
followed suit after losing 7-2 in Egypt and 
4-0 at home to non-qualifiers Mali. 


Shaky Cameroon earn 
opening victory 


Africa’s World Cup representatives 
Cameroon had a shaky but successful open- 
ing match at the African Nations Cup, beat- 
ing hosts Burkina Faso 1-0. 

And Cameroon coach Jean Manga 
Onguene believed the high temperatures, 
sometimes as high as 40 degrees in the 
shade, were a factor in the match. 

“Most of my players play in Europe 
where it’s cold at die moment, and many of 
them really suffered in the heat,” Onguene 
said. 

Alphonse Tchami scored midway through 
the first half to give Cameroon a 1-0 victo- 
ry. 

Now the host country have a difficult task 
to qualify. To make the quarter-finals, they 
will almost certainly have to beat Algeria 
on Wednesday. Burkina coach Philippe 
Troussier, who takes over the coach’s reins 
with South Africa on March 1, said they 
should have got a better result. 

“We deserved at least a draw," said 
Troussier, “and ‘we phy&'d for''cM iHtk dF 
experience, even a- certain naivete*-” But- , 
Frenchman Troilssier added 6ft a' moite ‘option 
mistic note. “All is not lost — we have two 
matches to get back the initiative.” 


United stumble, but rivals slump 


LONDON (AFP) — Andy 
Cole struck a late equaliser 
to save Manchester United 
from a fourth league defeat 
in five games as the 
Premiership champions 
were held to a 1-1 draw by 
struggling Bolton on 
Saturday. 

But United still managed 
to stretch their lead at the top 
to five points after title rivals 
Blackburn and Liverpool 
slumped to shock home 
defeats to Tottenham and 
Southampton respectively. 

Chelsea, though, can 
reduce that lead to just two 
points if they beat London 
rivals Arsenal at Highbury 
on Sunday. 

United manager Alex 
Ferguson felt Cole's 2 1st 
goal of the season was the 
least the champions 
deserved for their efforts 
after watching his side hit 
the woodwork four times. 

Before the delayed kick- 


off, eight wreaths were laid 
in the centre circle and a 
minute’s silence was 
observed on the 40th 
anniversary of the Munich 
air crash in which 23 people 
died, including eight United 
players. 

Meanwhile, under-fire 
Tottenham boss Christian 
Gross breathed a huge sigh 
of relief after watching his 
struggling side romp to an 
astonishing 3-0 victory away 
to title challengers 
Blackburn. 

Nicola Berti, Chris 
Armstrong and RueJ Fox 
grabbed the goals as Spurs 
bounced back from 
Wednesday’s 3-1 FA Cup 
defeat at Barnsley with a 
victory which lifts them out 
of the relegation zone. 

Liverpool chief Roy Evans 
was left groping for excuses 
after watching his side crash 
to a 3-2 defeat to fast- 
improving Southampton at 


Anfield. 

Newcastle’s dismal season 
continued when they were 
beaten 1-0 at home by high- 
flying West Ham, but man- 
ager Kenny Dalglish refused 
to blame defeat on his deci- 
sion to play three new play- 
ers while making five 
changes to the side which 
defeated Stevenage Borough 
in Wednesday's FA Cup 
fourth round replay. 

In the bottom-of-the-table 
clash at Oakwell, Barnsley 
and Eveiton shared the 
points in a 2-2 draw. 

Derby suffered their first 
home defeat of the cam- 
paign. 1-0 losers to Aston 
Villa, whose goal came from 
Dwight Yorke in the final 
minute. 

In raid-table at Highfield 
Road, hosts Coventry were 
also 1-0 winners, thanks to a 
Dion Dublin penalty that 
sunk Sheffield Wednesday 
in the 74th minute. 


Intellectual Property Attorney 


A major local law firm in the United Axafo Emirates has a vacancy for qualified lawyer 
to join their rapidly growing, mtellectualproperty practice. The ideal candidate will 
be a highly motivated, independent professional with a minimum of 2 years PQE 
experience in the area of intellectual Property Law. 

He/She will be capable in conducting'searches and design evaluations, preparing 
and filing applications, portfolio maintenance, transferring title, preparing licences 
and assignments, drafting franchise', distributorship and joint-venture agreements 
and coordinating registration programmes. Other requirements: Fluency in both 
Arabic and English languages and a law degree from a reputable institution. 

The firm offers an attractive tax free remuneration package, housing and 
transportation allowances, medical and life insurance, annual air ticket, and 
exciting opportunities for growth. 

If you are interested and meet these requirements please fax or send your cover 
letter and C V to the attention of the General Manager at 0971-4-313-1 77 or send 
to P.O. Box 9275, Dubai, UAE. - 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF ■ 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q- 1 - East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


Q.4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*A 10 Sa < 5 >Q 10 '59 5 4 *A 9 8 2 


Th e bid ding hna proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
P*** 3+ Dbl Pass 

What action- do you take? 


*A 104 VA 10&3 0 AQ 102 *83 
The b i ddin g has proceeded: - - 

M west 

1* 4* ? 

Wbai do you hid now? 


Q -2 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


Q. 5 - Neither vulnerable, as. 
South you hold: 


*K 4 OAK 4 4 -Q 9 GS 432 


*Q 76 3 2 CA 98643 OVttd 4 KQ 


pie bidding has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
l* Pass 1* Pass 

2* Pass 3* Pass 

? 

What action do you take? 


Q- 3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


AAK74 OAB4 064 *AKJ8 


Thebiddinghaa proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOOTH WEST 
1^ Pass T 


The bidding has proceeded: . . 
NORTH EAST 500 ra WEST 
i* 1 Pass It? Pan 
2+ Pass ? 

What do you ta'd now? 


Q-6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


*AK 743 04 4 J 83 *AQ »8 


What do you respond? 


Tha bid dle __ 

I SOUTH BAST 

I* Pass so Pass 

What do you lad now? 
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Pierce Brosnan as 
James Bond 


007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


jPH I LAD EL PHI A n 2» 


PINOCCfflO 

Shows: 12:30,3:30 


THE PEACEMAKER 

Shows: 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


PLAZA 




STARSHIP 

TROOPERS 

Shows: 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


GEORGE OF 
THE JUNGLE 


\ Shows: 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 / 


CINEMA 

CONCORD 


TELr5677420 CINEMA TEL 079 33430 

GALLERIA 2 


CINEMA 


&0MCQKB-U:. . 

Adel Imam SYusra ... in 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 
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MR. BEAN 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


A 


ABDOUN 


• Adel Imam AYusra ... In 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 

(ARABIC) 


Shows: 6:00,8:15, 10:30 


A 


J 


TEL 079 33430 

GALLERIA 1 


ST 


A 


ABDOUN 

SPEED 2 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 8:30, 10:30 


HOME ALONE 3 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 
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Ymnem. Hlmn f r a 

TEL: 625155 




NOW ON DAILY 

the government 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE . 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
end Antal Dabbas , . 


\ Pw reservations call: 640155, 625155 
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Enqvist retains title 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — Sweden's Thomas 
Enqvist retained his ATP Tour tide here on 
Sunday beating top seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov of Russia 6-4, 6-J in the final. 

The 23-year-old Enqvist. seeded sixth, 
broke Kafelnikov, returning from a knee 
injury that forced him to pull out of the 
Australian Open, three times in the second 
set to claim his. 1 2th title. It was EnqvisVs 
first tournament success since winning 
here last year and he became the second 
player to win the event two years running 
— following; in the footsteps of Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland in 1993 and 1994. 

Nigeria may bid for Cup 

ABUJA (AFP) — Nigerian minister of 
sports Emeka Omeruuh said on Saturday 
that Nigeria might launch a bid to host the 
World Cup in 2006 or 2010. “As the most 


populous black country in the world, we 
think we ore capable of hosting compeii- ! 
lions at the highest level, hence the plan to 1 
use the 1999 youth championship as a step- i 
ping stone," Omeruah said. How well 
Nigeria organises the FIFA/Coca Cola 
World Youth Championship next year 
would determine the chances of Nigeria's 
bid. 

Makinen Cakes charge 

KARLSTAD (AFP) — Tommi Makinen, 
seeking to win his third successive world 
title this year, took the lead after the second 
stage of the Swedish Rally, the second race 
in the world championship, as overnight 
leader Thomas Rudstrum crashed out. The 
Mitsubishi driving Makinen. who crashed 
out of the opening Monte Carlo rally while 
in the lead on the final day, leads compatri- 
ot and fourtime world champion Juha 
Kankkunen by l'min 23 sec and Spain’s 
former world champion Carlos Sainz. 


Stars old and new cross paths 
at NBA All-Star Game 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan's last All- 
Swr Game will be Kobe 
Bry 3111 "* first — as genera- 
tions of National Basketball 
Association greats cross 
paths at the midseason cele- 
bration on Sunday. 

The anticipation for 
Sunday's game was tem- 
pered, however, when 
Jordan, who repeatedly has 
.said dial this wid be bis final 
season, missed Saturday’s 
Eastern Conference practice 
due to ‘flu. 

NBA physician John 
HetTeron examined Jordan in 
the morning and reported 
that the Chicago Bulls super- 
star had a 101 -degree fever 
and an upper respiratory ail- 
ment. Jordan was treated 
with antibiotics. His status 
for the game was uncertain. 

Jordan missed media day 
on Friday to play golf in Las 
Vegas with Charles Barkley, 
incurring a SI 0.000 fine 
from the league. 

The success of All-Star 
Weekend, which began in 
1984. can be attributed 
directly to Jordan, who. 
played in his first All-Star 
Game one year later. He is 
one of just two players in 
league history to compete in 
the" Slam Dunk Contest, 
Long Distance Shootout and 
All-Star Game. 

If Jordan is able to play, he 
likely figures to be matched 
up against Bryant, die soar- 
ing sensation of the Los 
Angeles Lakers who was just 
six years old when Jordan 
first became an All-Star. 

If there is one player in the 
league ready to assume the 
mantel of excitement from 
Jordan, it is the 19-year-old 
Bryant, who leads a pack of 
seven players making their 
All-Star Game debuts. 

Jordan has had many mem- 
orable moments at All-Star 
Weekend. Just last year, he 
recorded the first triple-dou- 
ble in All-Star Game history, 
going for 14 points. II 
rebounds and II assists as 
the Eastern Conference raced 


past the Western Conference 
132-120 in Cleveland. 

One day earlier, Bryant 
provided a glimpse of things 
to come from him. Just eight 
months removed from high 
school, he scored a record 31 
points in the Rookie Game, 
then capped a spectacular 
night by winning the Slam 
Dunk Contest. 

Since the mid-1980s, no 
player has produced more 
gasps of wonderment from 
fans than Jordan. But earlier 
this season, it was Jordan 
who was amazed by Bryant's 
trampoline act, asking Bulls 
teammate Scottie Pippen. 
“Did we jump like that when 
we were 197” 

Jordan did jump like that in 
1987 and 1988, when he won 
the Slam Dunk Contests in 
daring duels with Dominique 
Wilkins. In 1990, he entered 
the Long Distance Shootout 
and finished last. Bui that is 
(he only disappointment he 
has had at an annual week- 
end gathering that seemingly 
was made for him. 

‘ “Ir is a lifelong dream to 
play with him ” said New 
Jersey Nets centre Jayson 
Williams, who is playing m 
his first All-Star Game. “1 am 
going to hire a photographer 
to ny and get some pictures 
of me with him. ! told you 
before — Michael Jordan is 
the Black Jesus in Nike." 

"Anything Michael does 
overshadows, so if this is his 
last game, then yes, it will be 
Jordan’s last All-Star game 
and it will overshadow 
everything.” Phoenix Suns 
guard Jason Kidd said. “I 
mean, he is the icon of bas- 
ketball.’ 1 

Jordan’s showing in last 
year's game actually lowered 
his career All-Star scoring 
average to 21.1, still the best 
in NBA history. He was 
named Most Valuable Player 
in 1988, scoring 40 points 
before the hometown 
Chicago crowd, and in 1996, 
scoring 20 points in 22 min- 
utes. 

Many of Jordan's memo- 


UPS goes online with 
Winter Olympics 


UPS, the world's largest 
express package delivery 
company and a worldwide 
partner of the Winter 
Olympic Carnes 1993, has 
launched a new web site 
dedicated to the company s 
Winter Olympic sponsor- 
ship. 

Recording two million hits 
daily, the new Web site 
[www.ups.condOlympics/) 
features news and informa- 
tion about UPS' involvement 
with the Winter Olympics as 
well as an exciting interac- 
tive Olympic Games quiz. 

“ Our s/xjnsorship of the 
Winter Olympic Games 
gives us the opportunity to 
demonstrate UPS' speed and 
reliability around the 
world , " said Damian Bond, 
Regional Managing 

Director. UPS Middle East 
Operations. “The Web site is 
an ideal medium to commu- 
nicate the vast resources 
UPS has put in place to sup- 
port the Olympic Games , 
while demonstrating the 
scope of our capabilities to 
our customers around the 
world . " 

As a winner of the 
Computerworld Smithsonian 


Award for innovation and 
global contributions in its 
Global Telecommunications 
Network, UPS has invested 
more than SI billion yearly 
in technology. 

UPS' Olympic Web pages 
provide details on its 
Olympic legacy pro- 
grammes. which provides 
sports equipment to under- 
privileged children through 
youth recreation organisa- 
tions on five continents. The 
porogramme , one of the 
most far-reaching philan- 
thropic initiatives in the 
company’s history, was 
luunched in October 1997 in 
seven countries: The United 
States. Taiwan. Germany, 
France. Canada. Australia 
and Mexico. 

UPS. the world's largest 
express package delivery 
company, began sponsorship 
of the Olympic Games in 
1994, when the company 
became a worldwide spon- 
sor of the 1996 Olympic 
Games in Atlanta. Today, 
UPS is one of U worldwide 

partners for the 1998 Winter 

Games in Nagano. Japan, 
and the 2000 Summer 
Games in Sydney, Australia . 


rable moments have come in 
Madison Square Garden, the 
world's most famous arena. 
He may have one more in 
store — unless he is 
upstaged by Bryant, who 
already has begun carving an 
All-Star Weekend legacy of 
his own. 

Bryant made his first 
career point in Madison 
Square Garden, and it is 
there this weekend where he 
could make another point — 
that he and the rest of the 
new breed of All-Stars are 
ready to take the torch of 
greatness from the veterans. 

Voted by fans as a Western 
Conference starter although 
he does not start for his own 
team, Bryant joins six others 
making their All-Star debuts, 
most of them youngsters. 

Joining Bryant as first- 
timers on the West squad are 
Lakers guard Nick Van Exel 
and San Antonio Spurs for- 
ward Tim Duncan, the first 
rookie to be chosen since 
Grant Hill in 1995. 

The Eastern Conference 
has four first-timers among 
its reserves. The youngest is 
Boston Celtics forward 
Antoine Walker, who, like 
Bryant, is in just his second 
season. Williams and Atlanta 
Hawks guard Steve Smith 
have improved their solid 
games to a new level. And 
Indiana Pacers cenier Rik 
Smits finally has made it in 
his 10th season. 

This year's rosters were 
wide open due to injuries 
suffered by perennial selec- 
tions such as Pippen, 
Hakeem Olajuwon. John 
Stockton, Patrick Ewing and 
Alonzo Mourning. As a 
result, 14 of the 29 players 
from last year’s game are not 
back. The absence of Ewing 
also leaves the host Knicks 
without a representative. 


Nagano sees records and gold 
medals as fog delays downhill 


NAGANO (AP) — 
Speedskaters turned the 
Winter Game* into a 
world record lest Sunday, 
clap skating their way to 
three 5.000-metrc marks 
climaxed by Dutchman 
Gianni Rommc's glide to 
(he gold medal. 

The snowboard giant 
slalom featured a dramatic 
triumph by Canadian Ross 
Rebagliati, who came 
from eighth position in the 
second run to win gold 
and give the sport a 
thrilling Olympic debut. 

But there was disap- 
pointment, coo, when fog 
and heavy snow forced 
postponement of Alpine 
skiing's premier event, the 
men's downhill. The rac- 
ers will try again on 
Wednesday. 

In pairs figure skating, 
Russians Artur Dmitriev 
and Oksana Kazakova 
took the lead after the 
short programme. They 
were one of only five cou- 
ples among 20 to hit side- 
by-side triple jumps on a 
sloppy opening night. 

Going into Tuesday 
night’s free skate, world 
champions Mandy 

Woeizel and Ingo Sieuer 
of Germany were second 
and favourites Yelena 
Berezhnaya and Anton 
Sikhiirulid/e of Russia 
were third. 

The speedskating record 
was improved no less than 
three times on the revolu- 
tionary blades with bronze 
medalist, Belgian Bart 
Veldkamp. and Dutchman 
Rintje Ritsma, who took 
the silver, setting new 
marks before Rommc 
made his incredible run. 

Ronime, racing in the 


final pair, finished in 6 
minutes 20.22 seconds, 
slashing more than six 
seconds from the Mark 
Ritsma set 20 minutes ear- 
lier. Romnte reclaimed the 
mark he held coming into 
the Olympics, 

“It was just too crazy. I 
could never have imag- 
ined in my life this would 
happen," said Rom me 
afterwards. 

“1 .saw what Ban and 
Rintje did and 1 wanted to 
protect my record." he 
said. Riisnui also knew 
what was happening well 
before the 1 2 1/2 laps 
ended. “Alter two or three 
laps i knew what was 
happening, so it was easy 
to watch.” he said. 

Orange-clad Dutch fans 
at the M-wave arena went 
into a frenzy at the cas- 
cade of records. 

Romme also shaved 
almost 13 seconds off the 

1994 Olympic mark of the 
great Johann Olav Kuss, a 
world record at the time. 

"But there is no way 1 
can compare inyseli with 
Kuss,” he said, showing 
respeet for the Norwegian, 
a triple gold- medalist four 
years ago. “The ice was so 
good here." 

“Maybe we’ll break it 
again. unJ not just me. all 
the guys up here." he 
said. 

The Dutch 1-2 finish 
matched Russia’s triumph 
in the women’s 15 -kilo- 
metre classical cross- 
country, with Olga 
Danilova earning the first 
gold at the Nagano 
Games. 

With all the favourites 
fallen ng, Danilova, a 27- 
year-old sports instructor. 


had to chase down her bet- 
ter-known compatriot 
Larissa Lazutina before 
edging her time in the 

final kilometre, the bronze 
went to Norway's Anita 
Mocn-Guidon. 

"I need io spend some 
time alone to realise what 
I’ve done," said Danilova, 
who spent most of rhe past 
two seasons on Russia’s 
second-string team. 

An exuberant Rebagliati 
wanted to share his joy 
with the world. 

"It’s a dream come true. 
I've been thinking about 
this for the past few years, 
ever since we found I was 
gomg to conic to the 
Olympics." said the 26- 
year-otd from whistler. 
British Colombia. 

The Canadian steered 
his snowboard down a 
treacherous, foggy course, 
showing why the exciting 
new event deserved its 
place in the Ols mpies. 

Rebagliati. who was 
eighth after the first run. 
cars ed a super second run 
to finish in 2 minutes, 3.% 
seconds, edging Italy's 
Thomas Pruacer by just 
.02 seconds. C’eli 
Kestenholz of Switzerland 
took the bronze, a mere 
.12 seconds out. 

Austria’s Alpine star 
Hermann Maier had hoped 
to realise his Olympic 
goal at the Happo’one 
downhill course, but con- 
ditions proved too dan- 
gerous to race. 

The World Cup leader, 
Maier is favourite in the 
downhill, giant slalom and 
Super-G slalom races at 
Nagano. 

"it was snowing unbe- 
lievably hard.” said 
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Slovakia's Jozef Dano (C) is flipped by Italy’s Bruno Zarrillo (L) and Gaetano 
Orlando (R) during their men's Olympic ice hockey match at the XVIII Winter 
Olympics in Nagano February 8. Slovakia defeated Italy by four goals to three 
(Reuters photo) 


| FOR RENT 

Furnished And Unfurnished Apartments 

(Studio - one bedroom and Iwo bedrooms) 

C.H. and telephones 

Location: Jab a! Amman, bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

(7 Mustafa Khalifah Street). 

Tel.: 642351 - 079/50504 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining room, L- 
shaped sitting room, fully equipped kitchen, separate 
central heating and telephone. Suitable for diplomatic 
families. Location: 7th Circle - Amman. 

Please contact Tel.: 823684 , 


Invitation for Pre-Qualification of 
Contractors For the Construction of 
Integrated Development Project for the 
Southern Ghors 
(Extension of Time) 

Reference Is made to the Announcement in local newspaper 
on 2nd February, 1998 regarding the Invitation for Pre- 
Qualification of Contractors for the Construction of 
Integrated Development Project for the Southern Ghors. 

The time tor the Purchase of the pre-qualification documents 
has been extended to February 17th, 1998 instead of February 
10th, 1998. Accordingly Item No. 5 of the above referenced 
j Announcement shall read as follows: 

I "5. The deadline set for the purchase of pre-qualification 
defcuments shall be on February, 17th, 1998." 

Jordan Valley Authority 
Secretary General 
Dr. Dureld Mahasneh 


AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 
I INVESTORS/ FOR SALE 

A major commercial complex (unoccupied) at Mecca Street 
west of McDonalds and Jaber Complex. It Is located on two 
roads, has a big car park, and is licensed by Amman 
Municipality for eight floors. Only three floors have been 
constructed with an area ol 5,486 sq.m. Instruction designs 
and licences for the five other floors are ready to start 
construction instantly with an area of 9,160 sq.m. The building 
design foundation resistance of 16 floors and Is suitable for a 
3-star hotel or as an integrated commercial centre. 

Tel.: 5512184 

FURNISHED FLAT FOFr RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, dining 
room and sitting room, wide entrance, wide kitchen 
with Jorsal wood, private phone, central heating, 
new Italian furniture with American electrical 
equipment. Location: Sweifiyeh, Der Ghobar. 
Mobile No.: 079/44339 

SUPER DELUXE COZY FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Located in the best area of Sweifiyeh, 9 Amin Al Momany 
Str., very near to Orthodox Church. Each consists of 3 
bedrooms and utilities, independent telephone, separate 
heating, video, stereo and satellite. Suitable for 
diplomats. Rent annually, monthly or any period. 

For more information call Tel.: 818092 & 642072 


FOR RENT 


Special Committee for 

The Mujib and Southern Ghors Project Address: 
p.O. Box 2769 — Amman-Jordan 
Fax: 962-6-5689-916 
Tet 962-&S68940Q 

Tot 962*5689464 


Second floor apartment located in a diplomatic' 
area, Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 
’Area: 430 sq.m. Consists of 4 bedrooms (2 
master), 4 bathrooms, dining room, 2 salons with 
fireplace, family room, maid's quarter, telephone 
line, central heating and garage. 

For further information please call 
Tel.: 603911, 631885 or Mobile: 39911 i 
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Russian figure skaters Elena Berezhnaia and Anton 
Sikharuiidze perform In the Pair Short Programme at 
the White Ring Stadium in Nagano. The pairs are com- 
peting in the Will Winter Olympics (Retiters photo) 

defending Olympic chum- the former Soviet Union 


defending Olympic cham- 
pion Tommy Moe of the 
United States. “Fog would 
come in and go out. then 
it would be clear for a sec- 
ond. then it would snow 
harder.’’ 

It was the third time in 
the last five Olympics the 
downfulUdid not start on 
time because of snow. 

The weather forecast 
was for steady snow, with 
accumulations of 40 cm, 
through Monday night and 
gusty winds, 

~ Sunday was also the 
stan of the continuing 
luge battle between Georg 
HaekJ of Germany and 
Marcus Prock of Austria. 

Hack!, wearing aerody- 
namic, golden-coloured 
shoes, set a course record 
on the first of two runs, 
leaving Probst well back 
in third place and Armin 
Zoeggeler of Italy in sec- 
ond. 

The U.S. and Canadian 
teams protested Hackl’s 
boots. claiming they 
weren’t made available to 
all the racers. But the luge 
federation had approved 
the boots before the race 
and rejected the protest. 

“They look new and 
strange, they are within 
the rules. It's not my 
problem. They have a very’ 
good aerodynamic shape, 
and that’s the advantage,” 
Hackl said. 

And it translated into a 
.21 3 of a second edge over 
Zoeggeler, w-ith Prock in 
third, .40! behind. 

Danilova's gold boosted 
the Winter Games’ total of 


and Russia to 99 — the 
most victories by any 
country. 

The official computer 
records of the Nagano 
Games showed Danilova 
had clinched the 100th 
gold for Russia/Soviet 
Union. But the Russian 
team book indicated it was 
only the 99th. 

The Russian book lists 
medals siaiting from 
1956. when the Soviet 
Union took pan for the 
first time in Winter 
Olympics. 

Left out of the team’s 
count is a gold medal in 
men’s special figure skat- 
ing u’on by Nikolai Panin 
of" Russia at the 1908 
Summer Olympics in 
London. This apparently 
caused the discrepancy. 


SALE 


1987 
Voiks Wagen 

Convertible 

| White color, Full Options 
I Good condition 
Lady Owner 

Tel. 5603191/195 

j (from 8:30 a.m. - 17:30 p.m.) 


A leading construction company in Saudi 

Arabia is seeking to recruit a Civil Structural 

Designer in Precast Prestressed elements. 

Suitable candidates should have the following 

qualification/experience/abilities: 

A. Candidates should be proficient in the 
English language. 

B. Candidates should have not less than 
ten years experience in the design of 
precast - prestressed structures. 

C. Candidates should possess a masters 
degree from British or American 
universities. 

interested parties should submit their 

applications along with the following: 

• Curriculum Vitae 

• Copies of Educational Certificates 

• Recent photograph 

Regional Manager ~ ~ : : 

v Airiihari% 1114 ^l 6 i^fer^^ 
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Yeltsin warns against 


U.S. ‘world hegemony’ 


ROME (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
warned in an interview pub- 
lished on Sunday against 
allowing the United States 
to hold a monopoly on 
world power. 

“History shows that 
attempts to establish world 
hegemony are always short- 
lived.” Mr, Yeltsin told 
Italy’s Corriere Della Sera 
newspaper in reply to a 
question about the influence 
of U.S. foreign policy. 

He advocated what he 
called “a multipolar world,” 
free of overbearing super- 


powers. 

“I realise it’s not easy to 
break old habits... but I have 
to say the attempts of some 
countries to impose a unipo- 
lar model on the world, to 
assume the role of leader, 
are unrealistic and even 
dangerous," he added. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who is due to 
visit Italy and the Vatican 
this week, was speaking in 
Moscow as the United 
States sent more warplanes 
to the Gulf and Britain pre- 
pared to do the same. 

Washington and London 
have warned that a military 


assault on Iraq is inevitable 
unless Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein backs 
down in a row over U.N. 


weapons inspections. 

Russia has actively sought 
a diplomatic solution to the 
crisis, and Mr. Yeltsin 
warned last week that 
heavy-handed U.S. action in 
Iraq could trigger a third 
world war. 

Mr. Yeltsin is due to arrive 
on Monday in Italy, where 
the actions of the U.S. mili- 
tary are very much under 
the spotlight. 

An American warplane 


sent 20 people plunging to 
their deaths when it severed 
a cable-car wire in die 
Dolomite mountains on 
Tuesday. The incident has 
prompted widespread anger 
and renewed calls for the 
closure of U.S. bases in 
Italy or, at the very least, a 
review of their status. 

The Russian president is 
due to meet his Italian coun- 
terpart Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
and Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi in a three- 
day visit, during which he 
will also meet Pope John 
Paul at the Vatican. 


PNA asks U.S. for protective 
gear against Iraqi weapons 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinians asked 
the United States Sunday far 
urgent shipments of gas 
masks and antibiotics to pro- 
tect residents of the occupied 
territories from a possible 
Iraqi attack on Israel with 
chemical or biological 
weapons, officials said 
Riad Zantm. the health 
minister in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
said he marte the request dur- 
ing a meeting with U.S. 
Consul General John HerbsL 
“We have asked the United 


Stares to provide equipment 
and medicine to the 
Palestinian Authority to pro- 
tect against a possible attack 
as it has done with Israel.” 
Mr. Zanun said in a written 


statement 

He said that the PNA 
lacked protective equipment 
in the event that Iraq attacks 
Israel and that its missiles fall 
short and land in the West 
Bank. 

“We have heard there is 
U.S. airlift of large quantities 
of gas masks and antibiotics 
to Israel and I don't think that 


the American people will 
accept any discrimination or 
neglect of the Palestinians," 
he said 

Mr. Zanun did not say how 
the U.S. consul responded to 
his request 

The PNA had also written 
letters to the World Heath 
Organisation and the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development asking for 
technical help in preparing 
civil defence measures 
against possible chemical or 
biological weapons attack, he 
said 


Israeli government endorses bill to 
regulate operation of Shin Bet 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli government on Sunday 
endorsed a bill to regulate the 
operation of the internal secu- 
rity service, the Shin Beth, an 
official said 

The bilL drafted by the min- 
istry- of justice, still must be 
presented for parliamentary 
endorsement. 

The draft for the first time in 
Israel's history stipulates rules 
for the supervision of the Shin 
Bet by the government and 
the Knesset (parliament) as 
well as bow the heads of the 
security agency are named 

In a first version, the text 
had explicitly authorised Shin 
Bet interrogators to use phys- 
ical pressure on detainees in 
line with current practice in 
Israel. 


But the clause, which critics 
said could be seen as a carte- 
blanche for torture, was with- 
drawn under pressure from 
human rights organisations in 
Israel and abroad 
At foe request ofT^estinian 
prisoners-,- the Israel -supreme 
court js due to detikte.sooa if 
the interrogation methods of 
the Shin Bet can be deemed 


torture. 

. The court until now has 
authorised interrogators to 
exercise '‘moderate physical 
pressure" on detainees, most 
often meaning sleep depriva- 
tion for days at a time and 
binding suspects in painful 
positions, the head covered 
with a sack. 

The Shin Bet, which is 
responsible to the prime min- 


ister, is authorised to use 
stronger methods when it 
believes a suspect has infor- 
mation about preparations for 
an attack against Israeli tar- 
gets. 

* . Amnesty International 

called on Israel Wednesday to 
forbid the use of torture as the 
supreme court was examining 
die legality of “physical pres- 
sure” exercised on a 
Palestinian detainee. 

“Israel is the only country in 
tbe world known to have de 
facto legalised torture by 
authorising certain interroga- 
tion methods,” the human 
rights organisation said in a 
statement. 


Results of the 



Jordan Press Foundation Chairman Mahmoud al Kayed draws ihe wining envelop Saturday. 
Washing from left to right are George Hawatmeh the chief editor of the Jordan Tunes. Nader 
Hourani, deputy director general of the Jordan Press Foundation and Abdullah Hosanat, Jordan 


Times deputy editor. 


Photo by Nasser Ayyoub 


Winner of the Grand Prize: Suzuki Baleno Car: 


Evelyn Maddock .... From Ain Al Basha 


Other Winners 

1. Cindy Mansur ... From Amman (Free ticket Amman-Athens-Amman 
provided by Royal Jordanian). 

2. Senmi Nomura Arafat ... From Amman (20” Television set). 

3. Awad S.H. Hussein ... From Irbid (Video set) 

4. Tawfiq Ahm ad Al Shwabkeh ... From Madaba (Stereo set). 

5. Nazrul-Mozibur Rahman ... From Amman (Vacuum cleaner). 

6. Yazid Qnsous — From Amman (One year subscription to the Jordan 
Times). 

7. Laith E. Haddad ... From Amman (Seven-month subscription to the 
Jordan Times). 

8. Mahmoud Ziad Mahmoud » From Madaba, Al Arish (Three-month 

subscription to the Jordan Times). 


Winners are kindly requested to call at the Public Relations Office at the 
Jordan Press Foundation on Saturday. Feb, 14. during office hours to receive their prizes. 


Euro-MPs 
arrive for 


Algeria 


mission 


ALGIERS (AFP) — A dele- 
gation of nine members of the 
European Parliament arrived 
Sunday on a fact-finding mis- 
sion prompted by a recent 
wave of massacres that left 
several hundred dead. 

Delegation members were 
scheduled to meet Algerian 
MPs as well as representatives 
of human rights and women’s 
groups, lawyers and journal- 
ists and relatives of some of 
tbe victims. 

Led by French MEP Andre 
Soulier; the delegation was to 
return to Brussels on 
Thursday, although some of 
its members hinted they 
would leave earlier if their 
activities were unduly restrict- 
ed 

Prior to their departure, the 
MEPs were anxious to play 
down any suggestion that they 
would be seeking to probe the 
circumstances surrounding 
the recent killings in the -light 
of growing demands for -an 
international inquiry into who 
is responsible for them. 


Iran’s top 
court ratifies 
editor’s 
death 
sentence 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran's 
supreme court has ratified tee 
death sentence for Morteza 
Firoozi. a prominent newspaper 
editor convicted of spying, a 
newspaper reported on Sunday. 

Mr. firoozi. a former editor- 
in-chief of tbe daily Iran News, 
has been in custody on spying 
charges since May. 

Iran has not named any coun- 
try for which Ml Firoozi was 
alleged to have spied, but 
Iranian newspapers which last 
year carried brief reports of his 
then-rumoured arrest had said 
be was accused of spying for the 
United States. 

Jumhouri Islami newspaper 
said tee supreme court had rati- 
fied the death sentence and 
handed it down to relevant 
authorities. 

‘Firoozi used to spy for three 
foreign countries,” it said with- 
out naming them. 

Il was not clear when the 
death sentence was passed 
Death sentences have to be rati- 
fied by tbe supreme court before 
they can be carried out. 

There bad been widespread 
tumours about what had hap- 
pened to Ml firoozi after his 
disappearance last year. But 
Iranian newspapers quoted his 
colleagues at the English-lan- 
guage daily as saying he had 
gone to Britain for studies. 

Iran News, which Mr. firoozi 
helped set up in 1994, dropped 
his name from its list of execu- 
tives in October Tbe daily has 
beenaoadredl^hanllineiiews- 
papers for being too soft on the 
United States, even though it 
was believed to often reflect the 
views of Iran's Foreign 
Ministry. 

Ml Firoozi, a frequent com- 
mentator on Iranian politics, had 
earlier served as edhor-in-chkf 
of Tehran Times, a major 
English-language newspaper set 
up after tbe 1979 Islamic 
Revnlulii >n. 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 9, 1998 



YEAR OF THE TIGER: Visitors admire a gigantic metallic lantern in the shape of a 
tiger set up in the square of Taipei's Chiang Kai-shek memorial hall as part of annu- 
al celebrations for the Lantern Festival on Sunday. The lantern is shaped like a tiger 
because 1998 is the Chinese year of the tiger (AP photo) 


After counting quarter of votes 


Clerides, challenger equal in 
Cyprus presidential elections 


NICOSIA (AFP) — 
Incumbent President Glafcos 
Clerides and main challenger 
George lacovou were neck 
and neck with more than one 
quarter of the votes counted 
in Cyprus’ presidential elec- 
tion on Sunday. 

Two hours into counting, 
Mr. Clerides was a ’whisker 
ahead with 39.8 per cent of 
the- vqte to former Foreign 
Minister lacovou s 39.7 per 
cent with almost 27 per cent 
of the ballots counted, 
according to election offi- 
cials. 

“From the first results it is 
clear George lacovou is get- 
ting much lower percentages 
than expected and is in 
essence beaten,” said Nicos 
Anastassiades. leader of the 
right-wing Disy Party which 


is backing Ml Clerides. 

A second round will be 
held next Sunday if no candi- 
date secures 51 per cent of 
the vote. 

Outsider Vassos 

Lyssarides, the 77-year-old 
leader of the Socialist Party 
Edek, was shaping up to be 
the kingmaker for a possible 
second round, having 
secured 113 per cent of the 
vote. 

Alexis Galanos, a rebel 
candidate angling for the 
vote of centre-right Diko 
Party members unhappy 
with tbe official party deci- 
son to join Communist Akel 
in backing Mr. lacovou. had 
secured 4.2 per cent of the 
votes counted. 

Former President George 
Vassiliou, who is not backed 


by a major party, had secured 
a disappointing 3.2 per cent. 

The remaining votes were 
shared by the other two of 
the record seven candidates. 

Counting in what is turning 
out to be a close contest 
between Mr. Clerides, at 78 
the oldest of the candidates, 
and Mr. lacovou, nearly 20 
years younger, is being done 
at - five regional centres, 
Nicosia, Larnaca, Paphos. 
Limassol and Paralimni. 

Opinion polls suggested 
Mr. Clerides and Mr. 
lacovou will each secure a 
third of the vote in the first 
round, forcing a second 
round on Feb. 15. 

More than 90 per cent of 
tbe nearly 447,000 Greek 
Cypriots eligible to vote cast 
their ballots. 


Democrats rally behind Clinton 
in new battle with investigator 


WASHINGTON (AFP; — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
continued to bask in sunny 
job approval ratings Sunday 
following heated attacks on 
the White House sex scandal 
prosecutor by those he is 
investigating. 

Most Americans approve 
of the way the president is 
doing his job more than two 
weeks after charges first sur- 
faced that Mr. Clinton had an 
affair with former White 
House intern Monica 
Lewinsky, 24. then urged her 
to lie about it under oath. 

Separate polls in the latest 
issues of Newsweek and U.S. 
News and World Report that 
were released late Saturday 
gave Mr. Clinton a 66-per 
cent job approval rating. That 
figure, however, dropped to 
42 per cent when people 


New witness says Lewinsky told 
her of alleged affair — report 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A new witness in tbe scandal told investiga- 
tors she beard tapes of presidential phone calls to the former intern 
who claims die had an affair with President Bill Clinton. Newsweek 
reported Sunday. Ashley Raines, a White House aide and friend of 
Monica Lewinsky gave investigators detailed accounts of what Ms. 
Lewinsky told her about the alleged affair, the magazine repented 
Newsweek, citing lawyers close to Mr. Clinton’s defence, said the 
White House was “woiried about Ashley Raines," whose father is an 
Arkansas architect and mother manages the Excelsior Hotel, site of 
the 1991 alleged encounter between Mr. Clinton and Paula Jones. 
Ms. Raines also said she listened to telephone messages from 
President Clinton left on Ms. Lewinsky's answering machine, 
lawyers close to the president's defence told Newsweek. 


were asked for their opinion 
of him as an individual. 

The poll results came as 
Lewinsky lawyer William 
Ginsburg joined top 
Democrats and a Clinton 
attorney in blasting indepen- 


dent counsel, Kenneth Starr. 
In a statement issued in Los 
Angeles and cited in U.S. 
media, Mr. Ginsburg 


(Continued on page 7) 


Dodi had secret love child — press 


LONDON (AFP) — Dodi 
Fayed had a secret love child as 
he romanced Diana. Princess of 
Wales, a British newspaper 
claimed Sunday, quoting the 
child's mother. 

Diane Holliday, a 36-year-old 
British travel consultant, was 
said by The Observer to have 
initially handed her baby Mami 
over for adoption in the United 
States. 

But the paper said Ms. 
Holliday had now hired a 
London lawyer town die baby’s 
return. 

The paper added that Mami, 
who was nine months old when 
Fayed died in a Paris car crash 
with Diana and their driver on 
Aug. 30. was bom in an 
American hospital in November 
1996, around the time some 
reports have said Diana suuicd 


dating Fayed. 

Ms. Holliday's lawyer 
Douglas Aiexiou was quoted in 
The Observer os saying: ‘1 am 
instructed by my client to con- 
firm that she is the mother of the 
child. 

“I have tbe birth certificate in 
front of me and the father is the 
I are deceased Dodi Payed. I am 
satisfied dial the instructions are 
coned" In The Observer, Ms. 
Holliday, from Bury Saint 
Edmunds in eastern England, 
claimed she met Dodi Fayed in 
Paris in 1995. When she later 
told him she was pregnant, she 
alleged he told her to have an 
abortion. 

Dodi Fayed, 42, was the eldest 
son of Mohammad Fayed, the 
owner of London’s Harrods 
department store and tee Paris 
Ritz. where Diana and Dodi 


dined on the night they died. 

If Dock's paternity is proved. 
Mami could become heir to her 
grandfather's fortune. 

Early Sunday, Harrods offi- 
cials called Ms. Holliday’s 
claims “cruel and wicked.” 

Harrods spokesman Michael 
Cole said he was confident the 
allegations were untrue, having 
earned out a "thorough investi- 
gation.” 

In feet, he said Ml Fayed 
would have been “delighted and 
ovetjoyed" to have a grand- 
daughter and would have adopt- 
ed the child, but was now confi- 
dent she was notDodi's. 

Ml Fayed’s lawyers in the 
U3. and Britain have thorough- 
ly investigated the matter and 
have concluded the allegation is 
entirelv false. 



De Niro caged in 
former Bond house 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Frightened of possible reper- 
cussions about the project 
he’s spearheading. Robot 
De Niro is living in the most 
seclusion he has ever experi- 
enced while filming in LA: 
The project he is co-produc- 
ing, “Affirmative Action,” is 
a fictional story about a scan- 
dal involving the LA Police 
and some inner city killings 
that are being done by con- 
servative right-wing organ!- _ 
sations. No one's quite sure if 
tbe actor is more afraid of tbe 
local police or the conserve 
rives. So. he’s Irving caged in 
a $30.00G-a-month mansion 
that's already- a tried-and- 
tested safe house because it 
used to be owned by Roger 
Moore, a former James 
Bond- 


Twins celebrate 100th 
birthday in upstate 
New York 


BRIGHTON (R) — Twins 
Rhea Spohner and Roth 
Erablow celebrated their 
100th birthday Friday, a feat 
experts said happens in just 
one set of twins out of 
100,000. Tbe sisters live sep- 
arately in apartments in tee 
same senior’ dtizens’ coin-’ 
plex, while' their little sister, 
who is 94, lives nearby. 
Statistically, only one pair of 
twins out of 100,000 sur- 
vives so long. James Vaupei, 
a demographer at Duke 
University told the newspa- 
per: Longevity runs in foe 
family. The twins’ mother, 
died at age 101,. their father 
lived to be 87 and all six of 
his sisters lived to be more 
than 90 years old, the twins 
said. 


Nagano barman 
goes on bender 
for the games 


NAGANO (R> — If bending 
spoons were an Olympic 
sport, a Japanese barman in a 
pork-pie hat would be home- 
town favourite for the gold 
medal. What be would do 
with the medal afterwards is 
anyone's guess. Metal does 
strange things in the hands of 
Yoshio Matsuzaki, Nagano’s 
very own Uri Geller. A 
stocky 46-year-old with 
gangster good looks, 
Matsuzaki is cutlery’s worst 
nightmare: spoons droop in 
his hands, forks fast become 
a tangled mess of metal As . 
his customers peer through 
their beer-glasses, the 46- 
year-old casually ties a knot 
in a disposable plastic ciga- 
rette lighter. 


Chinese doctor finds 
swallowed chopsticks 


BEUING (R) — A Chinese 
doctor has claimed a world 
record for examining the 
insides of 42,195 stomachs 
and removing all manner of 
objects, from rings to watch- 
es and chopsticks. The offi- 
cial Xinhua news agency 
said a local committee 
awarded Zhang Shanshen a 
record certificate for use of 
the gastroscope, an optical 
instrument - inserted through ■ 
the mouth and oesophagus to 
allow inspection of the intes- 
tine. Zhang, achieved his 
total in less than 18 years. Of 
the- objects he has plucked 
from inside patients, the 
longest was 20.5 cm and tbe 
widest 2.5 cm, Xinhua said. 


Spaniard may 
have taken prize lotto 
ticket to grave 


MADRID (R) — A Spanish 
man may have taken his win- 
ning lottery ticket -with him 
to the grave. Relatives erf 
Juan Villasante Paz said in an 
interview that they believed 
be had the ticket on him 
when he died of a heart 
attack two bouts before the 
draw on Jan. 26. VUlasante’s 
niece Maria Antonia Alonsa 
told the daily El Pais the 
family had been unable to 
find the. winning 'ticket- 
worth $32^500. yniasante. 
76, was a street sweeps: : id. 
the northern SpamshL-tegfori- 
of Galicia until he retired-^ 
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